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You can obtain copies of this book in colour or black and white at: 



http://www.lulu.com/leighblackall 



This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution 2.5 
License. To view a copy of this license, visit 
http://creativecommons.Org/licenses/by/2.5/ or send a letter to 
Creative Commons, 543 Howard Street, 5th Floor, San Francisco, 
California, 94105, USA. 
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/sico_activa/68078791/ 
It all began with this: 

A while ago I gave a workshop at Crows Nest NSW, Australia on the 
use of OpenOffice 1 as an alternative to Microsoft Office in producing 
basic content for eLearning. At that workshop I also set up a Google 
eGroup called teachandlearnonline 2 just so I could show people how 
eGroups and PDFs are often enough of a first step to online teaching 
and learning. 

Now I am about to give this workshop again. Western Sydney has 
asked me to talk about using free and open source software to create 
free and open courseware. After fooling around for a while now with 
various server side applications such as PHP lists, Moodle, Gallery 
and a number of others - trying to get them installed on my host's 
server using Fantastico with varying success... I've decided that it's a 
whole lot easier just to set it up on Blogger 3 , and other free web based 
services. 

So here goes. I will now keep a regular journal on my opinions and 
discoveries to do with online teaching and learning here on this blog. 

This book is a compilation of articles written to that journal, 
http://teachandlearnonline.blogspot.com 

Many thanks go out to all the people who have helped me with this work 
- offering encouragement, giving me paid work, commenting, linking, 
etc. Thanks to that, I have learned a heck of a lot and found the 
motivation to keep going. 

This book is for you. Thanks for everything. See you online, 
Leigh Blackall. 

1 http://openoffice.org 

2 http://groups.google.com/group/teachAndLearnOnline 

3 http://blogger.com 
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Google and Privatisation of Public Information 




http://www. flickr. com/photos/moogan/1 0 1 76507/ 



I never really understood why the places I work for like to spend so 
much time and money building their own search programs to search the 
content that they have spent another wad of money hiding away from 
public view in their own unique content management systems. 

The places I have worked for are public services - like schools, colleges 
(TAFE), Universities and even the Department of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade had me for 12 months... 

I guess more and more of them are choosing to operate like businesses 
and corporations rather than public institutions, adopting the operative 
that all their content is their intellectual property and it is from the 
content that they make money. If only they would realise just how much 
their efforts to privatise their content and services are simply making 
them irrelevant. 

This point is no better illustrated than with a recent observation I made 
of a number of staff member's trying to source information on topics of 
interest to them. Instead of diving into their Institute's content 
management system and searching their unintuitive and therefore 
under used database, they headed straight for Google! Isn't that 
logical? Rather than limit what they found to the scarce intellectual 
property of their Institute, they headed straight for what they could find 
in a more public domain, through Google. And let's be honest here, who 
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has used a more simple to use, feature laden, well managed search 
engine than Google? For free? And with such a variety of interesting 
results? But what happens to things like Google if more and more 
educational institutions and public service agencies elect to hide their 
content from Google, "safely" behind firewalls, on their own servers, 
managed by their own inefficient content systems?... I guess a 
campaign to encourage staff to open it up to the public would need to 
happen . . . brave staff needed for that. 

I'm guilty of not using Google to its full potential though. Just recently I 
started using the Google Alerts 4 on stuff I need to know about. Google 
Alerts are email updates of the latest relevant Google search results 
based on your defined query or topic. How good, logical, and handy is 
that? 

I find it very handy from time to time. For example, I'm just in the 
process of buying a new digital camera. The one I like has only just 
recently been released, and there are no reviews on it today. So I'll give 
it a week or 2 before I choose one and ask Google to email me any new 
information on the camera I'm thinking to buy. So far, Google Alerts has 
been excellent - emailing me once a day, week or month on a number 
of topics I have asked about. I couldn't help it, I also asked to be 
updated on any mention of my name too ;) 

Also, Google Scholar 5 enables you to search specifically for scholarly 
literature, including peer-reviewed papers, theses, books, preprints, 
abstracts and technical reports from broad areas of respectable 
research. Use Google Scholar to find articles from a wide variety of 
academic publishers, professional societies, preprint repositories and 
universities, as well as scholarly articles available across the web is yet 
another reason educational organisations ought to seriously reconsider 
the relationship their content has with Google. 

And always a cut above, Google's new Gmail 6 

"..As part of Google's mission to organize the world's information and 
make it universally accessible and useful, we're testing an email service 
called Gmail. 

Gmail is a free, search-based webmail service that includes 1,000 
megabytes ( 1 gigabyte) of storage. The backbone of Gmail is a powerful 
Google search engine that quickly finds any message an account owner 
has ever sent or received. That means there's no need to file messages 
in order to find them again. 



4 http://www.google.com/alerts 

5 http://scholar.google.com/ 

6 http://gmail.google.com/gmail/help/about.html 
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When Gmail displays an email, it automatically shows all the replies to 
that email as well, so users can view a message in the context of a 
conversation. There are no pop-ups or untargeted banner ads in Gmail, 
which places relevant text ads and links to related web pages adjacent 
to email messages... " 

Now, I don't know why the Institutes I work for even bother setting up 
email servers now! Our email server is down at least once a week, I'm 
always getting nagged to clean up and archive, and its webmail sidekick 
is just a pain in the butt! Why don't they just give it up and start using 
Gmail? I'm sure that if they paid Google half of their savings for 
dropping their internal email servers, Google would do them special 
service... 

But back to my original opinion: why is it that public institutions, 
especially tertiary public education in Australia are blindly moving 
towards privatising their services and content on their own inefficient 
and expensive servers? Is it just plain old mismanagement or 
ignorance, or is there some sinister strategy on their part? Is it a bunch 
of IT guys protecting their job descriptions, or are they a bit too comfy in 
the way they know and do things to consider another way...? 
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Everything You Need to Teach 
and Learn Online 

Get the audio recording that will talk you through this 

screencast 7 



7 http://screencasting.blogspot.com/2005/05/everything-you-need-to-teach-and- 
learn.html 
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I think eGroups are the first place to start in any group communication 
online. You could effectively run a whole course through an eGroup 
alone. I use GoogleGroups 8 to run an eGroup. 



8 http://groups.google.com/group/teachAndLearnOnline 
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2/10 Weblogs 
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Blogger 9 is still my preferred method of web publishing as it is sooo 
easy to set up and maintain. I have tried out other blogging tools, but in 
the end I reckon Blogger is still the best. I use Blogger to post relevant 
information about the sessions for students to check out, as well as 
assignments and links. When it is important I always post to the eGroup 
as well, telling everyone to check out the blog. 



9 http://blogger.com 
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3/10 News Reader 
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All blogs produce a news feed, which is a regularly updated summary of 
a site for newsreader accounts to display. I use the Bloglines 10 
newsreader to keep track of a great number of news and information, 
including student blogs, teacher blogs, industry news and other 
interests. 



10 http://www.bloglines.com/public/leighblackall 
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4/10 Media Making - MP3 
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Next you will need some tools to create media. I generally only create 
MP3 and PDF. Sometimes I create movies in Flash and video. For 
creating MP3s while on the move, such as seminars and spontanious 
interviews, I use a USB MP3 player and recorder. When I'm at the desk 
I simply plug a microphone into my laptop and record straight into the 
free and easy program Audacity 11 . 



1 1 http://audacity.sourceforge.net/ 
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5/10 Media Making - PDF 
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For building documents, fliers, presentations, and other types of 
handouts, and then turning them into PDFs I use Open Office 12 - the 
free and open source alternative to Microsoft Office. But if you are stuck 
with Microsoft Office products for a while, then PrimoPDF 13 and PDF 
Creator 14 are 2 options for any windows application. 



12 http://openoffice.org 

13 http://www.primopdf.com/ 

14 http://sourceforge.net/projects/pdfcreator/ 
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6/10 Sourcing Content That Already Exists 
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Now, there is loads of stuff on the Internet ready for you to use. You 
have probably heard some of the banter about reusable and sharable 
learning objects... SCORM... XML... IMS and stuff. Ignore that! Focus 
on your teaching. All you need to know in relation to that is if a resource 
is digital, and accessible to you on the Internet, then it is reusable and 
sharable so long as copyright permits it. So copyright is what you really 
need to concern yourself with. But thanks to the Creative Commons 15 its 
actually quite simple. You can source a whole bunch of stuff from the 
Creative Commons and the copyright license to all of it is easy to see 
and understand. As the name implies, it is for the commons, meaning 
you and I can use it and contribute to it! 



15 http://creativecommons.org/ 
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7/10 Wikis for open courseware and 
collaborative online writing 
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Another way to develop resources is to set up an online collaborative 
workspace known as a wiki (this article was created using a wiki). Wikis 
are amazing and they're the flavor of the month for me these days. 
Wikis are text authoring tools based on the internet, that anyone can 
see and edit through a web browser. Check out Wikipedia 16 to see how 
amazing this openness can be. I think wikis should become central to 
the creation of efficient and sustainable learning resources. Teachers 
and students from around the world will collaborate on the continuous 
development of learning resources - even translating them into multiple 
languages as WikiPedia has achieved. I mean, WikiPedia is basically it 
already, all we educators need do is fill in any gaps. If your resources 
don't suite wikipedia, then you can set up your own wiki very easily at 
Wikispaces 17 . 



16 http://en.wikipedia.org/wikiAA/iki 

17 http://wikispaces.com 
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8/10 Internet Storage - bookmarks 
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Next, you need a place to save and manage all your links to websites, 
wikis, blogs, eGroups and Creative Commons media. My advise is to 
stop using your browser bookmarks and start using a web based 
bookmark service such as Del.icio.us 18 . Del.icio.us not only offers the 
flexibility of being able to access your favourites from any 
Internetworked computer, but it also automatically links your favourites 
to other Del.icio.us users who have saved similar links. This is called 
social software and it is very useful for sourcing good content and 
information. How about you start off by having a look at my account 19 . 



18 http://del.icio.us/help/ 

19 http://del.icio.us/leighblackall/ 
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9/10 Internet Storage - Media 
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Now, you have your eGroup, your blog, your content, your creative 
commons library, your collaborative writing spaces, and a place to 
manage all your links... now you need somewhere to store your media 
content so that your users can easily download your audio, PDFs and 
movies! In the past I have used free server space such as Yahoo's 
Geocities, and my own Internet Service Provider's complimentary 
webspace to store MP3s and PDFs. But these services are pretty 
limited... 

Its early days yet, but OurMedia.org 20 promises to be a great place to 
store unlimited amounts of content for linking to from your blog and 
emails. OurMedia will soon be the place to store all your MP3s, PDFs, 
movies and other stuff free or charge. Of course, they encourage you to 
use a Creative Commons license so others can share it. So watch 
OurMedia, I think big things are on the horizon there. 



20 http://ourmedia.org/ 
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10/10 But Wait! There's More 
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There's quite a bit more worth looking at, but my guess is that if you 
follow this guide you will inevitably come across all the other great 
things along the way. Fiickr 21 for one has developed a fantastic free and 
webbased digital image sharing service. Fiickr can be used as a photo 
album, moblogging, an alternative to powerpoint presentations, and a 
place to interact with others around an image or series of images. So, it 
never ends really. The best advice I can give is to stay immersed in it, 
join an eGroup, start your blog, track other people's blogs, and stay in 
the loop. Learn to love it, and you will gain so much from it all. In 5, 10, 
20 years time your students will point to you as the teacher that really 
showed them a whole new world. 



21 http://flickr.com/ 



19 



TALO-2005 



The Post LMS Age 




http://www. flickr. com/photos/janelle/76423894/ 



In his article LMS, The Wrong Place to Start eLearning 22 , George 
Siemens believes LMS constrain instruction and do not cater well for 
informal and connectionist learning. He advocates learning 
environments that utilise a range of conferencing tools, rather than 
using one tool to do everything - in order to provide greater choice for 
instructors and learners. I think its also a wise move if putting all your 
eggs in the one basket rings true too... 

And then just to add salt to the wound Derek Morrison's article, E- 
Learning Frameworks and Tools: Is It Too Late? 23 points a finger at the 
managers who are guilty of not writing in an exit strategy for their 
Institutes when signing contracts with proprietary LMS... 

I was at a Learnscope showcase day at the Hunter Institute the other 
day, and some staff there were talking about a "post learning 
management system age" in online learning. Now that's a hand 
grenade to through around in an organisation so heavily invested in the 
LMS for online teaching and learning! 



22 http://www.eleamspace.org/Articles/lms.htm 

23 http://www.bath. ac.uk/dacs/cdntl/pMachine/morriblog_more. php?id=315_0_4_0_M 
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LMS Comic 
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Australian Learning Online 



Imagine if the Department of Science Education and Training 24 bought a 
couple of very big servers, installed free and open source software on 
them and allowed every person in Australia (why not the world) to 
publish eLearning content to them and/or use that content for self 
directed learning. 

It would run a bit like Blogger, but with extra features to make it better 
for Teaching and Learning Online. Everyone would be given free 
access, with at least 50 Meg of space to save stuff to. The communities 
of teachers and students, parents and other players would rate the 
content, that in turn would be reviewed by DEST for possible use in 
Institutionalised learning programs. And all this content would be 
stitched up with category hyperlinks much the same as Blogger does. 

Geeks could get in there and tweak the source code to make it run 
better for them, teachers and students would be free to use it the way 
they saw fit - reviewed by their peers and community. The only thing 
different to Blogger would be the Department's own little banner would 
run across the top of the user's elearning blog - something like the one I 
have knocked up at the top of this post. Note the 3 options? 

1. Your Pages 

2. Rate This Resource 

3. Search 

Of course DEST would have the rights to use all content on its servers 
for public educational purposes... what a way to grow eLearning in 
Australia! 



24 http://dest.gov.au/ 
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Using free and open source 
software to create free and open 
courseware - a model for 
networked learning 
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On in* night before the firw day of semester - offer a fsntomc 10 days irovelino. 
around Victoria, our teacher it checking for emails from students. 
The students for the semester ha»e all emailed to request a position in the course. Our 
teacher has added each of the student's emails to GoogleGroups and Is in ttie process 
of preparing a welcome message. hrtp;//ww.g ooglegroups.com/ 
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Our teacher now has to moke it easier to track oil the blags as each stvdents will be 
making many posts and comments aver the rest of the semesterl Visiting each blog, [usf to 
check for updates and new posts would be very lime consuming, but wHh the help of 
Blpgllnos our teacher only needs to check the Stloallnes account, Bloolines will show oil the 
student blo@s and their recent poiti. Our teacher even encourages the students to set up 
their own Bteglines account so they can monitor each other. http://www.bFoglines.coni 
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OpenOttice.org 1.1 



0pen0ffice.org 1 .1.2 
C o pyr i g ht 2 004 Sun mic ro; 
This product nil bttn cri! 
OpenOfflce.org using ttit 
OpenOffice.org acknmledl 
those mentioned at 
http: { jmm. openoffice.org 




Metinwliile, our teacher ij preparing some educational resources. Because our teacher is using 
OpenOHlce, the resources, ofe easily published to PDF and SWF - formal* thai transport reliably 
over the Internet. Our teacher ha* set up- a GeoGttas account to store all rhit content on, and will link 
to the resource* straight from the course blog so that -all trie resources are accessed from the one ip-ot, 
http: //www.op) noff icfl-o rg; httpi//www, geodrl#i.com 
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a computer screen, we must give our students more opportunities to reod extended 
texts in print formats rather than on screen. We con use OpenOffice to design and 
publish quality readings for print. If we have students who cannot read, an mp3 
recording of the text can be mode using Audacity, and downloaded from the 
GeoCitles site. This student has downloaded and printed the reading for the week. 
She has been free to read this paper on the bus f at the cafe and in bed without 
nearly the amount of eye strain she'd expect to get on o computer. Later, she will 
return to the computer and post her thoughts / answers to her btog site for her 
peers and teacher to review. 
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Moblogging 




"A moblog is a blog created with a cameraphone. As in mobile phone + 
camera + blog = a moblog! In structure it's very similar to a regular blog 
with the exception that every post contains a photo that was taken via a 
cameraphone and beamed directly to the blog via the cell phone's 
internet capability..." 

So explains moblogging. us 25 

Yesterday I received a call from Anne Paterson 26 . She's keen on 
moblogging and we ended up chatting for over an hour about the pros 
and cons of it for educational use. 

After I got off the phone with her, I felt I had to spend some more time 
looking at this moblogging business. I did give it a try back in November 
04 but not much of a try, and it seems a whole new innovation and 
social evolution in communication has slipped me by! 

Moblogging is amazing! Mainly because of the social aspect. I spent 
about 2 hours last night after I got off the phone with Anne, checking out 
the lives and interests of so many people, as seen through the eye of a 
mobile phone camera... 

Of course there's home porn, soft porn, belly porn, and titty porn... then 
there's all sorts of stuff I'm not sure if its porn or not... then there's some 
really interesting artistic interpretations of moblogging... and an amazing 
array of just average people, pictorially documenting their everyday 
lives. 

The feeling I get from roaming the moblogging sites is something similar 
to the inexplicable sensation I get watching real TV shows. Its totally 
voyeuristic, but more than that. Its reflective as well. 



25 http://www.moblogging.us/what_is_a_moblog.php 

26 http://montebaby.textamerica.com/ 
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Moblogging is obviously popular with teens and young adults. So it 
seemed to me after looking at one moblogging service. And there's 
were it fits in with education. Moblogging is one very interesting use of 
Internet Communications Technology that we educationalists must take 
note of, if only because the teens and young adults (our biggest student 
group) are so into it. 

Anne has some great ideas on how to use moblogging in education. 
She's in the TALO egroup. Maybe we should talk about it more there, 
and see if we can't help her along with some more ideas... 

If you have a mobile with camera that will send email (most do these 
days), maybe you should get started. Unfortunately I threw mine out last 
year when it started costing me too much money, and when I couldn't 
get signal from my home - but I think I'm going to invest again... 
here's a link to get started with: 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moblog 
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/hughes_leglise/60130953/ 



That's right, after all this talk about how pointless Learning management 
Systems are, I'm going to jot down an idea of what I reckon the perfect 
LMS would be like. 

I've been reading quite a few articles on LMS lately, and 
understandably the rise of Blogging, RSS and the range of free Internet 
publishing tools that make it all so easy have caused quite a few people 
to reconsider the relevance of LMS. 

What inspired this idea was a basic workshop in the use of WebCT. In 
my new job I will be required to know a lot about WebCT. Anyway, the 
usual faults common to all LMS remained prevalent, such as its use 
being a dead end for students as their learning is deleted at the end of 
the course; or the pretty crappy replications of email and chat within 
WebCT; or the clunky use of the editor., etc - but one thing did impress 
me. The ability to reduce the menu bars of WebCT down to such a 
minimal state that it becomes little more than a bar at the top of the 
browser window, much like the header at the top of this page. 

Its this reduction of the LMS that sparked the idea I have now. The thing 
I really like about the browser Mozilla FireFox is the ability to add 
functional pluggins to it. Being open source, I imagine that its even 
possible to create your own, but what I use now with my FireFox is 
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pretty good already. 

Take Bloglines for example. You can download a little pluggin to 
FireFox that adds a few Bloglines options to the right click function in 
FireFox. So now when I land on a site that I think is generating a news 
feed, all I have to do is right click and add to bloglines. 

This suggests to me that it is possible to create quite an extensive array 
of applications that pluggin to a browser like FireFox, in particular my 
LMS idea. 

I imagine this LMS to be little more than an icon up there with the 
Browser's array of icons. Lets say it is the University logo with the 
words "My Learning" next to it. When the user clicks this logo the 
application features are activated (perhaps with a login - though that 
would suck). 

Functions include: 

1 . The user has the ability to capture the news feed from the site they 
are on, into their Bloglines-like news reader that is more customisable in 
look and function itself - such as a Print this weeks news option... 

2. The user has the ability to publish a blog of course, but this blog is 
more customised as an educational blog, intergrated with the University 
admin, open to the www, integrated with the portfolio feature of the 
LMS. 

3. The LMS generates a sketch portfolio, including learning objectives, 
learning completed, skills acquired, papers published etc etc. At a basic 
level this portfolio tracks and updates according to the users activities. It 
then can be edited and refined later. 

4. Add to favorites is similar to Del.icio.us in that it will store and capture 
favorite links, make them available to the www if need be, and auto 
network the links with other similar links and account holders. Being 
open to the www means the favorites can be easily shared with others 
for group work etc. 

5. Right click direct links into university services etc. 

These are my initial ideas. The main thing is that the LMS is no longer a 
replication to the Internet with compromised functionality, but a pluggin 
to it with increased functionality. If a user chooses to use hotmail 
instead of student mail, no worries, it will work with it. Same goes for 
chat and voice over IP apps... etc etc. 
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Planning for Neomillennial Learning Styles 



printing it out from my bloglines account. The very first page just 
grabbed me by the scruff of my neck and slammed my face into its 
pages... my hot chips went cold, and the cafe around me fell silent... 

Planning for Neomillennial Learning Styles by Chris Debe (note to self, 
seek more by this fella) has boldly predicted a future world, or perhaps 
described a rapidly emerging underworld, where people are 
"psychologically immersed" in customised media streams, engaged in 
multiuser virtual environments, and constructing augmented realities for 
their communications, entertainment and information... 

If I have made it sound scary, its not! Its thoroughly exciting, insightful, 
and inspiring to read, and it does a good job at plainly stating what we 
teachers need to do so that people from this world find our lessons 
engaging and even relevant! 



27 http://www.educause.edu/apps/eq/eqm05/eqm051 1 .asp 





httpJ/www. flickr. com/photos/jenniewoo/7585 1 796/ 
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Laptops in the Lecture Theatre - By InsaneCats 

Here's an amazing reflection from Insane Cat 28 on network and 
collaborative learning. A live network and multiple streams of 
communication going on at the same time as the traditional lesson...! A 
new challenge to all those trad teachers out there, and a brilliant 
addition to the blended learning trend. 

Thanks to Adam Bramwell 29 for sending this on. 

I've had my laptop (aka: my first born) for exactly one year now. And 
I've gotta say: I have no idea how I lived without it. Not only because 
the OS is constantly making my drool and everything mac is just so 
purdy! and all that stuff, but also for "having a laptop" academic 
reasons. 

In my classes where a handful of people always have a laptop open, 
there's a subculture of wired (well, I guess "wireless") students who are 
busy engaging in their own academic experience. The laptop-enabled 
students all grin simultaneously as they glance down at their screens. 
One raises his hand and brings up a point from a webpage he has on 
his monitor. This goes far beyond just taking class notes in Notepad 
and saving them to one's Desktop. 

If you're standing in the front of a classroom, you're likely to notice that 
the Mac users are all doing the one-mind borgish thing. They all grin, 
then they all type, then they all listen. Chances are very high that 
they're all using SubEthaEdit to collaboratively take notes. One student 
types in the main content of what is being said. Another follows behind 
and corrects spelling mistakes while a third adds a few extra points. 
Perhaps another is ahead of the rest, creating structure for the rest of 
the document - preparing HTML lists and section headings. 
Collaborative note taking doesn't just happen in the classroom. It's 
become a new fad for everything from conferences to meeting minutes 
to collaborative email composition and more. 

One of the coolest uses of SubEthaEdit in the classroom that I've seen 
though is by a prof. While lecturing, SubEthaEdit was running in the 
background on the same document that the students were 
collaboratively taking notes in. Once the class was over, the prof was 
able to go over the students' notes to see what they got out of the class. 
What concepts did they interpret as being important? What concepts 
did they miss entirely? If several students collaboratively didn't 
understand a concept, chances are high that the whole class missed it. 
It's a brilliant and easy way to get a bit more feedback between 
students and lecturers. 



28 http://www.insanecats.com/cgi-bin/single. py?month=apr05&msg=26 

29 http://www.octapod.org/adam/ 
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Thus far, these collaborative notes haven't entered the sponsored 
course webspace in any courses that I've taken so far. But I can 
imagine taking a course where a notes wiki is available and the course 
notes can be published so that those without laptops can continue to 
engage in the collaboration by annotating the notes or adding other bits 
of information. Nothing for credit. Everything just because it makes 
everyone's life easier. 

Aside from collaborative note taking, laptops in classes seem to spend 
a lot of time hanging around Google. The prof says, "Those of you 
familiar with Kruskal's algorithm will recognize a similarity in Prim's 
algorithm, which we'll be discussing today." And from my seat I can see 
two independent people Googling for Kruskal's algorithm. One lands on 
wikipedia and begins scanning through the definition. The other saves 
the search result to some bookmarks folder on his browser. I find that I 
exhibit a similar behaviour now when watching movies. I make mental 
notes of things that I want to Google later. "Is that true? Wow, I wanna 
learn more 'bout that." It's only natural that the desire to go into more 
detail extends to the classroom. 

I know several profs who worry about laptops in the classroom; 
specifically about how distracting they can be to the students who are 
using them. Some students will spend the whole class reading their e- 
mail or chatting about random shit on IM. Rochelle's blog entry 
Distracted or Bored to Distraction? addresses this beautifully. Students 
will always find ways to deal with boredom in the classroom. If they 
have laptops, they'll check e-mail. If they don't, they'll throw paper 
airplanes at each other (coughSeancough), pass notes, read a book, 
etc. It doesn't require a laptop to be distracted or distracting. 

Of course, until such a day where every student has a laptop the way 
every student carries a pencil, there are limits as to what kind of cool 
stuff can be done. But those who do have wireless access in the 
classroom can still benefit those who don't. For example, by asking 
questions enlightened by the wealth of googleable information. Or by 
posting collaborative course notes to a course wiki. Or (and I think this 
one is especially cool) lecture podcasting. Students are already 
recording lectures on little tape recorders. How much cooler would it be 
if they podcasted it for the rest of the class? C'mon, that'd rock. Though 
some lectures will always require a whiteboard to understand what's 
going on, the prof who just stands by his podium will be just as 
understandable via podcast. Especially if you already attended the 
class. Or have the slides available for download from home. 



As I procrastinate from studying by writing up a few paragraphs about 
laptop and internet use in the classroom, I've gotta say: studying for 
exams would be a hell of a lot cooler if I had a course notes wiki to read 
through, lecture podcasts to listen to, and a set of course del.icio.us 
bookmarks to supplement everything else. It'd just totally rock. And, at 
least I feel, teach the students something useful in the process. 
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Broadbanding Information 



I've been holding onto this idea for a while now. Have decided to jot it 
down here in the hope of some feedback. 

About 2 years ago I was watching a weather report on TV when I 
realised just how under appreciated such a presentation is. If you are a 
keen watcher of TV News Weather then you're probably aware that 
such presentations have developed many new methods over the past 
10 years, including loud and stupid surfer guys somehow getting the 
job, naked weather 30 and the good old, tried-and-true, Mike Bailey 31 
method... 




When I watch Mike, I get transported to a time when I was about 8. 
Sitting next to my grandad in a homely museum of a lounge room filled 
with the faint smell of pipe tobacco. Both of us warming our feet by the 
heater, grandad in his chair having his evening beer, me in mine having 
my apple juice, we both sharing beer nuts. It was a time when I could 
pretend to watch the evening news with granddad. It was the weather I 



30 http://www.weathernotebook.org/transcripts/2001/09/07.html 

31 http://www.abc.net.au/nsw/stories/s1 005634.htm 
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looked forward to. The only thing I understood just a little, the only thing 

1 could share with granddad in this evening ritual. 

But actually, meteorological information can be quite complex, the 
craziness behind the Bureau's website 32 is testament to that! TV News 
Weather presenters like Mike have managed to take all that complexity 
and dish it up to us in a nightly couple of minutes of calm and 
informative audio visual information. Add the smell of pipe tobacco and 
the scene is complete for me. 

2 years ago, I asked myself the question, what is the method behind 
this TV News Weather? What is it that makes it comprehensible to an 8 
year old, and at the same time informative to a 60 year old. I wanted to 
find a template that could be applied to all information so that 8 year 
olds could comprehend and 60 year olds could consider. I came up with 
broadbanding information. 

I could see that the news weather had a somewhat unintentional format 
in its delivery. The information was being served up in layers, with the 
iconic, graphically enhanced and dramatically simplified information 
being presented first. A map of Australia, little pictures of suns, clouds, 
rain clouds and thunder clouds, numbers - high numbers hot, low 
numbers cold. Then the map would turn into a photo, with clouds all 
over it, Mike would point and weave the direction of the cloud 
movements, and finally the pressure systems, fronts and wind 
directions. These 3 layers each hold information, with the first layer 
being comprehensible to an 8 year old. The second layer adds value to 
the first, and leads into the third layer. The third and final layer is 
complex and detailed, but with practice and perhaps a layer in between 
layer 2 and 3, the viewer will learn how to consider it. All layers together 
give an over all picture. 

It was also 2 years ago that some friends of mine where completing 
PHDs. They were painfully going through the edit and rewrite stages 
before their peer review. Towards the end of their gruelling process, the 
information that my friends were about to 'publish' was finally beyond 
comprehension to the public. Their papers had been reworked into such 
a verbose and specific language that only specialist in their field could 
consider it. 

I put my weather analogy to one of my friends who was writing on 



32 http://www.bom.gov.au/ 
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research he and his colleagues had done looking at the long term 
effects that computer screens may have on eye sight. With a little 
massaging of the analogy he began to see that what I was trying to get 
out of him was a way in which he could write his paper in layers of 
complexity, for various levels of reading and cognitive abilities. I 
suggested that the first layer might be a children's book, the second 
maybe a text for young people, the third an article for general 
readership, and the forth an expert reading for specialists. I suggested 
that many of the initial drafts and concept sketches could be used to 
develop each layer, but the important thing is that each layer should 
offer as seamless as possible transition into the next. 

He saw the concept, and appreciated the worth of such an effort, but 
disappointingly considered that it would be a considerable effort on his 
part, and that his research would not be interesting to anyone but 
specialists in his field! 

I've sat on the idea since then, trying it out with different people in 
academia, testing their responses and getting a general feeling for how 
possible the idea is. Unfortunately almost every one politely sees the 
idea as worthy, and even go so far as to agree that it would be possible, 
but then finish by saying that it would require a complete overhaul of the 
current way of doing things, such as the peer review process... 

Enter blogging. A renaissance in the democratisation of 
communications where the average person can now both read and 
write to the Internet easily and reasonably freely. An era where 
everyone can develop an Internet identity, and continue developing that 
identity, reshaping it, re emerging it overtime. Blogging will eventually 
challenge the academic peer review process, and what is considered 
publishing. It is already disrupting the journalistic traditions, research 
will be next. 

Enter wikis. The re emergence of the Internet's original intent. The 
ability to collaborate in the development of information, where the only 
constant is change. A new form of writing where everyone and no one 
can be authors. Wikipedia 33 is the best example of a successful 
collaborative writing space that connects multiple authors for the 
continual co development of encyclopaedic information resources. 
Wikispaces 34 makes such a co-authoring relationship possible to 



33 http://en.wikipedia.org/wikiAA/ikipedia 

34 http://wikispaces.com 
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anyone online. 

Broadbanding information is possible through wikis. Consider these 
scenarios. 

1 . A school group is given an assignment on Australian Birds. A 
quick search of wikipedia turns up very little information on 
Australian birds. The school group is encouraged to start the 
wikipedia entry. The teacher contacts the Australian Birds 
Society and gains support from its members to contribute edits. 
The school group is tasked with editing the experts 
contributions into readable language, the experts are 
encouraged to start developing a second layer of detailed 
information, and so on... 

2. A group of hobbyists start a wiki on a topic with broadband 
information in mind. They start writing in their own discourse, 
and set up draft pages for other levels of readership. Then they 
invite writers from the various levels of reading and writing to 
interpret their content and develop pages for their own 
readership level. These levels might include younger readers, 
ESL readers, academic experts, even other languages... 

Collaborative writing enabled through wiki technology makes it possible 
to broadband information. Working relationships can be set up between 
people of varying experience and ability with the common goal of writing 
content that is accessible and usable to all. 

In many ways it is already happening. Imagine if ThinkQuest 35 met 
WikiPedia or WikiSpaces. 

Thanks to Jock Grady for his valuable contributions to this idea 



35 http://www.tqnyc.org/index_comp.php 



46 



TALO-2005 



Graffiti is OK - BlogTalk DownUnder 2005 



I parked my van right out front of the Yacht Club at Rushcutters Bay on 
Friday evening. Sunshine and I had a lovely dinner over in Surrey Hills 
and returned to the van and slept peacefully. The next morning we 
awoke surrounded in cars and early morning joggers - lucky we found 
the park when we did! We got dressed and strolled across the park to 
have a pricey breakfast on the savings afforded by sleeping in the van. 
Sunshine then left for the markets and I returned to the CMYC to attend 
the final day of BlogTalk DownUnder 36 . 

Saturday's BlogTalk was more focused on Blogging in Education. I had 
already read the papers of the speakers I wanted to hear, but was 
pleasantly surprised by those I had not. Mark Bernstein 37 kicked off the 
day with a very thought provoking presentation designed in part as a 
response to Steven Downes' dismissal of the 'Long Tail' 38 at Northern 
Voice. Mark talked about how important the small players are in the 
blogosphere, and argued that that valuable ecology of writers that exist 
in the long tail is at threat if we don't find a way to recognise their value 
and sustain their existence. 



Mark then went on to 
challenge the value of the 
comment feature in most 
blogs these days. He pointed 
out that comments make it 
easy to hijack and even 
destroy blogs and people's 
motivation to keep blogs. Mark 
proposed a return to the 
original form of blogging, 
where authors commented on 
each other through their own 
blogs thereby respecting the 

Many in the audience refuted this idea of Mark's, arguing that 
comments have had a largely positive contribution to blogging. Mark 
responded to each challenge but I felt that the audience was 

36 http://www.incsub.org/blogtalk/ 

37 http://markbernstein.org/ 

38 http://www.downes.ca/files/audio/northernvoice.mp3 




http://www. flickr. com/photos/blogtalkdownunder/ 
space of their colleagues. 
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misunderstanding him. I think Mark perhaps emphasized the liability in 
comments too much, and thus distracted the audience's ability to fully 
comprehend what he was saying. I felt that it is not so much because of 
the liability in comments that comments should be turned off, but 
because the network is strengthened if an ethic of commenting is 
practiced in the true monologue style of blogging (commenting on blogs 
at your own blog). Discussion blogs have their place of course, and as 
some in the audience pointed out, are in fact the central value to the 
blog, but for the most part preserving the monologue space of blogs 
encourages more cross referencing and therefore a stronger network 
that in turn strengthens the long tail 39 of the blogosphere. I felt that 
Mark's contentious point was an interesting ethical concern with 
commenting that has significant positive technical results when applied 
in a world of blogging. It is certainly something I will think more about 
when next I consider commenting on a blog. 

The rest of the day went by with a collection of interesting but over all 
pretty unremarkable presentations. Due to a cancellation of Lisa Wise's 
promising paper, Zenon Chaczko from UTS Engineering was brought 
forward to speak about his students' use of blogging in their education. I 
found it interesting that Zenon appeared to be encouraging student use 
of blogs before the academic staff in his faculty were even using blogs 
in their own work. I could be wrong of course, but when I queried him on 
this I'm pretty sure he answered that not many staff have an interest or 
time to use blogs in their own work. 

Ian MacColl from University of Qeensland got up after Zenon to talk 
about his group using blogging in undergraduate design studios. Ian 
spoke about the difficulties he has had using Moveable Type 40 as the 
central tool to enable blogging for his students, and is currently adopting 
a new local server solution. I queried him on his use of local server 
solutions, given that there are a number of quality web based solutions 
for blogging that are free and relatively easy to use. I added that given 
that the technology is still evolving, perhaps the problems he has had 
with MT have less to do with the choice in local solution, but more with 
the decision to go with a local solution rather than a web based solution 
that offers more flexibility in the future. Ian acknowledged the validity of 
my point in question, but added that the University wanted control over 
the content and format of blogging for various reasons to do with 
service and support, as well as privacy and security. 

Another in the audience asked Ian whether the student blogs that the 



39 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Long_tail 

40 Http://movabletype.org 
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university was hosting would still be available years after the student 
has completed their studies. I think the direction of this question off the 
back of mine goes right to the core of the problem with university 
administered blogging, or online education for that matter. Ian seemed 
to feel that his university did not have the capacity to keep all student 
blogs active after their studies, which indicates to me that the 
university's commitment to a student and their life of learning has not 
been thought through. Perhaps the university in question is not 
interested in their student's learning for life, and perhaps this is 
something that other university's can think more about in competition 
with each other. 

But with lan's answer to the question of hosting time periods, I go back 
to my question. If the free services available on the Internet can service 
bloggers and their content from all over the world (for ever I'd assume), 
surely a university electing to offer local services that replicate the www 
experience could offer more than just hosting for the short term life of a 
paid enrollment? 

On the matter of university ICT management and the ongoing 
misunderstanding it has with the Internet, I wish I had of caught Lisa 
Wise's presentation of a paper entitled Blogs Versus Discussion 
Forums... in which she uses a statistical analysis of Learning 
Management System (LMS) style discussion forums as a case to argue 
that Blogging is more pedagogically sound. She describes how blogging 
uptake is resisted by staff at her university due in part by experiences 
with university provided solutions, which promote themselves and are 
generally accepted as being easy to use and simple to manage. 
However Lisa argues that LMS are not what they seem and contribute 
to not only a technological lock in, but a cultural and teacher practice 
lock in as well. 

Gavin Sade from Queensland University of Technology also spoke 
about his student's use of weblogs but with the notable difference being 
that he permitted students to set their own weblogs and not require 
them to use a centralised local solution. Gavin alluded to some 
problems with his decentralised approach but unfortunately did not 
expand on them too much. 



49 



TALO-2005 



Katie Cavanagh from Flinders University gave a very impressive 
presentation to finish my day off with a high level of inspiration and 
motivation. Poor Katie had to get through most of her time with out a 
visual aid as her Mac did not interface with the projector. But her 
passion and insight came through so much that a visual aid was not 
required. 

Katie spoke to some of Mark Bernstein's points about the long tail of 
blogging and the need to find and record the rare snippets of quality out 
in the blogosphere and use them to showcase the immense impact that 
blogging can have on people's thinking. Katie spoke about 'breaking the 
ring' which describes how when one good blog is found, it is usually 
linked to a small number of other blogs of similar style, quality or 
interest area, and hence forms the ring. It is finding that initial blog in 
that ring that is the persistent difficulty, hence when it is found, the ring 
is broken. Katie wants there to be a group of scholars who's task it is is 
to find those rings and write about them, thereby bringing the quality 
from out of the tail for more to see. 

With Mark and Katie's presentations beginning and ending my day at 
BlogTalk, and with all that fell between, I left the CMYC with the feeling 
that Blogging is still very much a subculture whose simple format and 
relatable traditions pits it in a steep ideological battle with 'the' 
establishment. While it is easy to feel safe and even to enjoy celebrity 
status as a blogger at the moment, when one steps out from the warm 
embrace of fellow bloggers you quickly realise that (especially here in 
Australia) blogging is hardly known of, let alone properly appreciated, 
and certainly not valued. Only just now are we beginning to see 
Australian mainstream journalists react to blogging in the same 
misguided and poorly thought out ways that their North American 
colleagues did a year or so ago, and continue to do so today. Only 
recently are we in education adopting blogging as an educational tool, 
but insisting that it be administered locally and not be too open to the 
www. Are these signs of blogging being properly appreciated and 
valued by our establishments? 

I think it is because as much as we like to think technology is offering us 
great opportunities, and as much as we might think it is giving us great 
things, the huge paradigm shift that is required in 'the' establishments, 
and the inability of the collective human consciousness to adapt quickly 
enough to new technology is what threatens the promise of blogging 
most of all. The need to appreciate and value the network of the 
people's blogging integrity and over all contribution in the long tail is 
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something that I suspect is beyond the capabilities of our conservative 
tradition in education, and public communications more generally. The 
more I look around at my blogging colleagues, the more I recognise 
traits in them that are similar to the traits of persistent subcultures that 
passed before with great promise. 




http://www.flickr.com/photos/cgp314/70166046/in/photostream/ 



What I think I'm making is an analogy between blogging and other 
forms of DIY media. In particular zine making and stencil graffiti. For 
these forms of media and communication to fulfill their promise to 
democracy they need to be appreciated fully in the format that they 
originate, and not be reinterpreted into the established and more 
acceptable formats that will essentially de-democratise them. For 
blogging to succeed, we need a public that says graffiti in the streets is 
not just OK, but valuable and essential. We need a public that would 
sooner buy a zine than a magazine and swap and trade them the way 
the format was intended. Somehow I don't see such a concept of public 
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coming - but I hope I'm wrong. 

Sebastian Fiedler was unfortunately the last speaker for the day at 
BlogTalk. I say unfortunately because I think the audience was too 
preoccupied with the day's end and social drinks to fully appreciate 
what he was trying to say (I was anyway). He was speaking about open 
source economies and the impact they may be having on our sectors. 
For me, it is here that the hope lies for a public that recognises, 
appreciates, and values blogging and other forms of DIY media. It is in 
the success of free and open source and the requirement it puts on 
sharing that just may tip the dominant public view over and make way 
for the free and open thinking needed to appreciate and value DIY 
cultures. I think this because I think open source is working its way into 
all areas of our economy, using our ever increasing reliance on 
software as a vein to spread its consciousness. I hope Sebastian's 
paper comes on line soon, because I missed a lot of it while standing at 
the door waiting for a quick get-away. 



52 



TALO-2005 



I don't know much about art, but I know what I 
like: Open Source Software and the System 



Yesterday, a couple of colleagues 
and I went to Macquarie 
University to listen to a couple of 
people talk about open source 
software in education. I'm not 
really immersed in the details and 
issues that preoccupy those 'in' 
the open source software world, 
but I obviously do have an interest 
in things that are free and easy. 
Yesterday's talk exposed me to 
what I would call the corporate 
side of OSS, and I didn't like what 
I saw. It would seem that, 
according to one speaker, that I 
only have an interest in "free 
beer", where OSS is about much 
more than that. 

First up was Sebastion Rahtz 41 
wearing an Open Source Software 
Watch 42 hat, and straight off I 
could get a sense of where he 
was going to take us when he 
went to some length to introduce 
himself as an 'unbiased' observer of OSS, not an evangelist. I guess 
OSS-Watch's opening line on their website says it better: 

OSS Watch provides unbiased advice and guidance about free and open 
source software for UK further and higher education. 




http://www. flickr. com/photos/blamfoto/6 1178 
959/in/set-854380/ 



So any way, Sebastian was asked to give an OSS-Watch view on The 
Current Issues Relating to OSS. It was a long presentation that started 
well enough, but ended with what I consider to be a pretty narrow view 
of what those 'issues' were, lacking in vision or big picture relevance. 

I guess we need to keep in mind that unlike Seb and the OSS-Watch, 
I'm an evangelist of FOSS generally. So it would seem that I am painted 



41 http://users.ox.ac.uk/%7Erahtz/ 

42 http://www.oss-watch.ac.uk/ 
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as an extremist in the discussion surrounding it all. So with a world full 
of extremists like me (the room at Macquarie was absolutely chocka 
block full of them) it is a relief to have more stable minds prevail at the 
OSS-Watch. 

Its really hard not to be cynical though when quite clearly, beneath that 
organisational hat that Seb was wearing, behind that self declared but 
inevitably flawed organisational position of objectivity, was a man who 
was no doubt as excited by the possibilities of open source as I was, 
and impressed with the sudden popularity of it all. Behind it all was a 
man just like all of us in that room, perhaps someone so inspired by 
OSS that he has sort to make a career of it. But then again, perhaps 
when he was faced with a room full of extremists and fanatics with 
biased points of view on it all, it was just safer to appease us just a little. 

So Seb launched his hour long presentation with the issue of support 
for OSS. He basically articulated what biased OSS fanatics have been 
arguing for a few years now, that support for software is that same 
issue whether working with proprietary software or open source 
software. Seb went to some length (though didn't provide the badly 
needed statistical evidence) to argue this point about support issues, 
but along the way he did reveal his true evangelistic colours. How could 
he not? 

But the second half of Seb's talk went into OSS issues as it affects 
organisational policies like intellectual policy and attribution. There may 
have been more to Seb's talk than this, but given the length of it this 
was all I grasped. Seb put up a list of 10 policy commandments that he 
whipped up in East Timor on his way over. They were points to which 
policy makers and advisors should consider when attempting to absorb 
individual interest in the use and contribution to OSS from within the 
organisation. 

But this is where he lost me. Seb was suggesting pragmatic ways in 
which organisations could exploit the opportunities to use and 
participate in OSS developments without needing to change the 
wording or outlook of their policies and procedures too much. On the 
one hand I could see how current managers would appreciate this, but 
on the other hand I could see that it just wasn't going far enough in 
asking organisations to change their wicked ways. For me FOSS and all 
the related trends at the moment demand more than mild changes to 
the status quo. It demands a big rethink. 

Seb's talk only focused on open source software and didn't take into 
account the changing world in which its rise to stardom is taking place. 
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Perhaps Seb sees the things I'm about to list as outside his scope, or 
too broad to talk about, but I tend to think that they are more and more 
essential to consider as issues related to OSS that will affect 
organisations everywhere, especially educational. 

Take the old and for most of us, pretty useless distinction between free 
software and open source software. The melding of these two concepts 
into one term by most writers these days, Free and Open Source 
Software (FOSS) is an issue or cultural development that I would have 
thought worth mentioning. 

Then what about the socio political influences that FOSS is having? Is 
the potential to bridge more digital divides with FOSS not worth 
mentioning? Is FOSS an opportunity for organisations to better meet 
the social obligation of its triple bottom lines? Are those in the less 
developed (but perhaps more progressive) regions of our world, who 
have been taking up free and open source alternatives for some time 
now, about to find themselves at an advantage or at odds with the 
proprietary and capitalist worlds? 

Is open blogging, Open 
Courseware and 
Creative Commons a 
trend influenced by 
FOSS? Is it something 
that will simply go away, 
or will it necessitate 
dramatic changes in the 
way we manage, direct 
and conduct every 
aspect of our 
organisations? 

For most of us, these 
issues are familiar and 
well enough articulated by our peers, but it concerns me that objective 
bodies like OSS-Watch are not broad enough in their scope to take in 
all these related issues and see them as intrinsic to the future issues to 
do with OSS. It concerns me because by stating that they are objective 
or "unbiased" obviously implies that others are not, and that they are 
the authority on the matter. Me, my blog, and the opinions I express 
here are not factors in unbiased consideration. 
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Social Tagging, Folksonomies, Cataloging the 
Internet - pros and cons. 

TALO eGroup 43 member Tony Lorriman posted a link to a pretty good 
article by Clay Shirky called Ontology is Over Rated 44 . Clay gives an 
enjoyable, and what I think to be, strong argument why traditional library 
cataloging is no good for dealing with digital content in the International 
Network. Clay's article gives some good insight into the history and 
emerging popularity of social tagging, or folksonomies for "cataloging" 
the Internet. 

It would be useful to view Jon Udell's screencast Language Evolution 
with De.licio.us 45 before and/or after reading Clay's article as it is an 
excellent demonstration on how it is working in the world now. 

Steven Downes on the other hand, argued against social tagging in his 
recent presentation on Community Blogging 46 at Northern Voice. 

Viewing, reading and listening to the resources listed here should give 
you a pretty solid introduction to the new trend with some very 
interesting potential. 



43 http://groups.google.com/group/teachAndLearnOnline 

44 http://shirky.com/writings/ontology_overrated.html 

45 http://weblog.infoworld.eom/udell/2005/03/14.html#a1 193 

46 http://www.downes.ca/files/audio/northernvoice.mp3 
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Small Pieces in eLearning 



Small Pieces by dnorman 



I'm stuck - my 
Big LMS doesn't 
do everything I 
need... 



Think outside the box. 
There is more to the 
internet than your prefab 
LMS. 




Yes. Think of small pieces. Loosely 
joined. Each doing one thing, and 
being combined in new ways to 
create your own system. 



Using things like RSS and webservice 
APIs to integrate the small pieces, 
making something far more powerful 
than any monolithic tool could ever 
create! 



tS 

That sounds 
expensive,.. ^ 



Almost all of the small pieces 
you could ever need are 
available as free (or even 
open source) software. It 
doesn't have to cost a dime. 




Drupal. WordPress. Blosxorn, 
Flickr, Blogger. Technorati. 
Wikipedia. OurMedia.org. 
del.icio.us. And many, many 
more... 



comic created by D'Arcy Norman using 
http://www.gnomz.com/ 
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In the kitchen typing to Blogger 

Get this!! I'm currently in the kitchen typing this entry on Sunshine's little 
laptop, connected through a wireless ADSL modem/router. The lamb 
roast is in the oven and I'm just about to peel the potatoes. 

My ISP finally made the connection, and it wasn't all smooth sailing to 
get it going either. Keep in mind that I run a Linux desktop, a windows 
laptop, and a Mac power book. I think my initial trouble was caused by 
trying to set up the modem from the Linux desktop. Nothing wrong with 
the Linux, but the modems are generally ready to work with windows, 
and Mac before Linux, so lucky I had a windows machine on hand. 

For those of us who know nothing or little about these things, it turns out 
that ADSL modems (or DSL for short) have software inside them. You 
need to set the connection settings, such as your service username and 
password, inside the modem before it can connect (unlike dial up 
modems where you set up on your computer's network settings). The 
difficult thing can be getting into the ADSL modem to set the connection 
settings... 

The modem that my ISP sent me was pretty easy, once I realised that it 
would be easier using the windows machine. I called my ISP and waited 
on the phone for about an hour, yes that's right - an hour (more on that 
later), before a lady talked me through a few things. I had to unplug the 
phone so that the modem had sole connection. That got the modem 
happy, once it was happy, it then let me into it to set the password. 
Once the password was set in it I was right to go. It worked now on the 
windows, Mac and Linux machine. And what a difference broadband is! 
So, the key thing to remember is that ADSL modems have settings 
inside them that need configuring. You access the modem through the 
browser. 

Now, once my free DLink modem was happy, and I was experiencing 
broadband, I wanted more. Wireless! So I went out to the local guy and 
bought myself a NetGear wireless, fire walled 4 point router/modem. 
Which basically means a modem that can plug in 4 computers with 
cable, and offer wireless connection for any in the vicinity (picture me in 
the kitchen using the wireless, and Sunshine on the Linux desktop 
plugged in with Ethernet cable). Oh, and I guess firewall means some 
sort of extra security - and I haven't noticed any connectivity problems 
caused by the firewall either... yet to try out chat programs or file 
sharing... 
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About that 1-hour wait on the phone to my ISP. Apparently they have 
been swamped with inquiries to broadband. The teleservice operators 
explained to me that they are trying to train up more teleservice 
operators but can't meet the demand. Friends tell me that they are 
experiencing the same with other service providers, which tells me that 
Australia may be going through a very rapid cultural shift towards 
Internet. This may be something worth noting for us in education... 

Anyway, I better peel those potatoes and chop some wood. It's getting 
cold up here. 
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Wireless Hotspots Should Be Free! 




httpj/www. flickr. com/photos/azugaldia/42696232 



Since going wireless broadband at home my world view has changed. 
Sunshine and I pulled into a McD's on the way home the other night., 
no that's not the world view change I'm talking about., while woofing 
down the chips I happened to notice a cardboard add poking up in front 
of me on the table. I don't normally notice adds in such places - the 
monotone surroundings kinda numbs my observational techniques, but 
this one was saying something to me. 

On closer inspection I saw what it was that was attracting me to it - its 
was the wireless hotspot being mentioned. 

I had heard of this from a student of mine, and since getting broadband 
wireless at home, I must admit I have dreamed of such a day coming, 
but I had no idea it was already just around the corner, already here in 
fact! 

So far, Telstra Wireless Hotspots appear to be offered in loads of 
places but there's a catch... you have to login and pay for it! And I 
always thought the best things in life were free! 

Even when the rationalist appeared on my shoulder and tried to explain 



60 



TALO-2005 



to me why I would have to pay for such a thing, it still didn't make 
sense! Here I am, sitting in McD's, woofing down my chips. I see the 
wireless being offered and am ready to run to the car and fetch the 
laptop and start checking email, upload a few files to my server etc. 
"Gee! I might have to buy myself a coffee, and maybe some more 
chips" I think to myself, but then Sunshine points out the small print 
about paying for it, and the whole idea leaves me and we go home to 
doit. 

Why would they charge for something people have at home or work 
anyway? And at $5 per 15 minutes at that! Can't they see that a free 
service will attract people to their bizness, and therefore generate sales 
on the core products and services they offer? Heck! it will even 
generate loyal customers for a while!!? Even if a single MacaD's 
restaurant just bought a $50 a month account and sat a wireless 
modem on their bench, theoretically they could offer connectivity to the 
1 in 10 customers that would appreciate it at very little cost to them at 
all! 

Anyway, its still exciting that wireless everywhere is coming. I just hope 
more of our libraries, schools, TAFE's and universities jump on it soon... 
less the crappy bizness idea. So I've started collecting links to news of 
free wireless hotspots 47 . Free access for all! Not just the rich!... 



47 http://del.icio.us/leighblackall/freewireless 
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Armor Geddon - Networked Learning 




http://www. flickr. com/photos/d-fens/64 198318/ 



Armor Geddon, by Neil Prakash 48 - A blog by a soldier in the armored 
corp of the US military in Iraq at the moment, makes for some 
interesting reading. But what's more interesting about his blog is it's role 
to play in the whole 'Blogging-challenges-everything' phenomenon. 

MilBlogs as they have come to be called are a very interesting 
development for obvious reasons, but Neil takes it a step further when 
he links to movies being made by other military personnel on their 
operations and daily life. 

Now, I don't see the making movies bit as anything new really, soldiers 
have always been documenting their experiences with various 
technologies, true though the technology available these days makes 
these documentaries quite mind blowing for spectators. But it's the 
network communications supporting all this that opens up new 
possibilities. 

Neil posted back in February about a suicide bomber attack on his 
company that was miss represented by the broadcast media. Aside 
from it being interesting to see how often the mainstream media 
broadcasters get it wrong according to the milblogs I read, Neils post 
about this attack contained a small request to his reader 49 that blows my 



48 http://avengerredsix.blogspot.com/ 

49 http://avengerredsix.blogspot.com/2005/02/end.html 
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mind, 

...The BEST part is that his jackass terrorist friend was videotaping it... If 
anyone can tell me where to find that video clip on the internet, a lot of us 
in my company are curious as to whether they taped it while hiding in a 
certain village. 

There is something about this request that both excites and disturbs 
me. Neil is requesting intelligence assistance from his network to help 
him locate a target, to help him learn something. If it wasn't such a 
dramatic subject with potentially fatal consequences for some people, 
then it wouldn't be such a concern. The excitement is of course in the 
use of the network to learn. 

We see it very often in the TALO egroup. Members have often posted 
to the eGroup requesting links, names, comments, and resources. I 
assume they are asking the group because they can't find it 
themselves, but perhaps its more productive to just ask the network 
than the Google machine. I mean, if I asked Google, I'd spin out in all 
sorts of directions, discovering stuff just as useful and/or interesting, but 
not what I was looking for. With such experiences with search engines, 
it would possibly be more productive (in terms of the objective) and less 
time consuming for me to simply flick an email to the eGroup or some 
other network and see what comes back. 
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Is It A Flaw in Creative Commons? 



I was having a yak to Sunshine in the car on 
the way to dropping her off at college this 
/TAaiiirA morning, and she was telling me about this 
cc)xIS»S»5H»e ' nea t e d discussion' she was having with one 
•w/CUl 111 llOlla 0 f the design teachers there. She was telling 

me how this teacher was really pro copyright 
and explaining how it all worked. Sunshine said she was getting really 
irritated by the guy's positivity about copyright when to her, everyone in 
the room had broken the law because of copyright, and that such a law 
was obviously geared to benefit bigger corporations, and her feeling 
that it was just all way too complicated for the average person to 
manage. The way Sunshine described what this guy was saying... well, 
I just wish I could have been there! 

We then started talking about Creative Commons 50 as an alternative for 
designers, and Sunshine pointed out a worrying flaw in the creative 
commons usage on the Internet. She told me how only yesterday she 
put in a yahoo creative commons search for "Zoo Animals" which 
turned out all these blogs, Flickrs, websites and moblogs with pictures 
taken straight off the new movie Madagascar 51 . 

Now I don't know about you, but I'm pretty sure that Dreamworks isn't 
buying into a Creative Commons license for its movie, so that means 
that all those well meaning bloggers out there with a generic, across- 
whole-site, creative commons statements are perhaps unintentionally 
implying that the pictures that they are linking to in their blogs, or the 
Flickr pictures that they've taken while at the movie... are also creative 
commons, when they're not! Because of the way the search engine 
looks for creative commons content, it turns up a heap of stuff that's in 
fact not. If Madagascar wasn't a big movie at the moment, how would 
we know? 



I think the search results issue and implied site wide licensing is a pretty 
big problem that threatens the greatness of the creative commons 
stamp. Either we have to encourage people to use the CC mark on 
each little piece of text and media, use the format selection tool more (it 
will need to be improved in functionality), or at the very least we ask that 



50 http://creativecommons.org/ 

51 http://www.madagascar-themovie.com/ 
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the CC stamp, statement and link be added to each blog post where the 
blogger can claim ownership or rights on all the content in that post - 
stop using the stamp in the site footer, as it implies CC licensing for 
everything that appears in the site and it is certainly corrupting the CC 
search results. 
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More Against the LMS 

Its a relief to find others in Australia having a swing at the LMS debate. 

James Farmer (who I regrettably 
missed at BlogTalk Downunder) has 
had a big swing at LMS 52 (WebCT in 
particular) and their recent moves to 
offer interoperability with some open 
source applications such as PHPWiki. 

Those who know me would not be 
surprised to see me agreeing with 
James' view and promoting his points 
here. 



It concerns James, as it concerns me, that the LMS clients such as Unis 
and Colleges might welcome the effort of their big investments to offer 
integration of Open Source applications into their system. James gets it 
when he says, 

...And to me the appropriation of the tools that will help us achieve this by 
the WebCTs of this world through stuff like the 'WebCT Wiki Integration 
Toolkit 0. 1 ' is bad news. It's the same approach that gets people to shop 
at K-Mart for everything even though they can get a much greater range, 
quality and price just down the road and they are not doing it out of a 
philanthropic to help us teach and learn online better. They're doing it to 
lock in the $s. 

Many organisations have fought a hard road to date getting their 
employees using an LMS, and the ground swell of free, web based, and 
open source applications is putting quite a bit of pressure on them I'd 
say. Many people are asking the long awaited question - why use an 
LMS at all! Having their LMS investment then offer some interoperability 
to these 'new' tools is no doubt a relief to them. But they just don't see 
that it is about far more than that... 




52 http://www.incsub.org/blog/?p=505 
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Connectivism: A Learning Theory for the Digital 
Age 

I was finishing off listening to Stephen Downes' recording of a 
presentation made at Mount Saint Vincent University - Blogging in 
Education 53 on my way down the mountain to work this morning. 

For the most part 
Stephen's talk didn't 
really tell me 
anything I hadn't 
already considered or 
heard from him 
before, but it was 
interesting to listen to 
someone as 
advanced with 
concepts and ideas 
about blogging as 
Stephen, have to 
give an introductory 
presentation about Blogging in education... every now and then he 
referred to sites of interest and readings I hadn't come across yet, and 
just listening to the way he presented the concepts gave me insights on 
how I might introduce blogging to educationalists better. 

One of the papers he referred to at about the 1 hour mark was George 
Siemens' Connectivism: A Learning Theory for the Digital Age 54 which 
he stressed as being important reading. So I googled this Siemens fella 
and it didn't seem to come up... so I hopped onto Stephen's site and 
google searched there, and found it that way. This tells me that perhaps 
this paper isn't as widely read as Steven hopes it to be. 

Connectivism is exactly the learning theory I've been looking for. One 
like it, though not so much a theory, Planning for NeoMillenial Learning 
Styles 55 by Chris Debe is an excellent and inspiring read but it is 
perhaps just a bit too imaginative, futuristic, and stand alone in its 
relationship to established learning theories to have had much of an 



53 http://www.downes.ca/files/audio/MSVU.mp3 

54 http://www.itdl.org/Journal/Jan_05/article01 .htm 

55 http://www.educause.edu/apps/eq/eqm05/eqm051 1 .asp 



O-ohj what's a 
blog again?... 
what the hell 
am I gunna say 
to this punk?.. 



unim, Mr T... I've been 
keeping a blog on your 
class for a few weeks now 
and a few of the other 
students and I think it 
would be great if you did it 
yourself... 




created using http://gnomz.com 
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effect on those I push to (other than the already converted). But 
George's straight shooting, brief, and pragmatically situated 
Connectivism will speak to those holding on to older learning theories 
such as behaviorism, cognitivism, and constructivism. By referring to 
these canons of educational theory and practice, George in my view, 
plainly and successfully introduces networked learning. 

Introducing the connectivism theory, George quotes Karen Stephenson, 
author of What Knowledge Tears Apart, Networks Make Whole 56 to 
encapsulate what he and others are describing: 

Experience has long been considered the best teacher of knowledge. 
Since we cannot experience everything, other people's experiences, and 
hence other people, become the surrogate for knowledge. I'll store my 
knowledge in my friends is an axiom for collecting knowledge through 
collecting people 

George then refers to John Seley Brown, author of Growing Up Digital: 
How the Web Changes Work, Education, and the Ways People Learn 57 , 
and his example of a classroom scenario to broaden the concept of 
connectivism where seniors are brought in to speak with the kids, 

The children listen to these '"grandparents" better than they do their own 
parents, the mentoring really helps the teachers The small efforts of the 
many - the seniors - complement the large efforts of the few - the 
teachers. 

The small efforts of many complement the large efforts of a few... I like 
that. That's what's going on around here. That's how networked learning 
works, that's connectivism... I'm not steeling George's thunder by 
quoting part of his concussion next, its a good read that I also 
recommend, 

A real challenge for any learning theory is to actuate known knowledge at the 
point of application. When knowledge, however, is needed, but not known, the 
ability to plug into sources to meet the requirements becomes a vital skill. As 
knowledge continues to grow and evolve, access to what is needed is more 
important than what the learner currently possesses. 

And this is how I have since seen George's paper being interpreted by 
other eduBloggers. Well worth a read, great for passing on to older 
educationalists struggling to come to terms with the social changes left 
to us by the Internet. 



56 http://www.netform.com/html/icf.pdf 

57 http://www.usdla.org/html/journal/FEB02_lssue/article01 .html 
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Broadbanding Information Part 2 



ItMIMINfliAHAISKL. 

MAKE GOOD GECISEOflS. i MAKE THEH BY AHAL"*Sll*G 
PAESEO EVENTS III THE LiBKT OF CURRENT SCIENTIFIC 
TKLMKfhG-TKE POLITICAL SHUATlOft-KY U PBR lh & IM G- AND 
PASSIM CHEMICAL IMBALANCES. THE STATE OF Ml 
ST0MACH-1HE AMOUNT Of ALCOHOL IN Ml BL000S1REAM- 
THE HEAT FROM THE CUP OF TEA IN Ml HAND AND THE LENGTH 
OF TIME SINCE I LAST HAD if MR HELD THE HAM OFAttRH 
HEARTED HUMAN KIIS-ALSO PLA1 THEIR PART. WETHER 
OR NOT HI PAATNER-SON-QAMHECEASEQHA&DA 
AGfiEE OR DISAbfiEE-ALL GET TOSSED INTO THE POT. THE 
ACTUAL EVIDENCE— SLIM AND POORL1 PfiESENTEQ-i-. ! ILL 
iAVE LITTLE CHANCE OF BEINb HEARD AGAINST THE UPROAR 
CREATED Bl Ml CHEMICALS-&MSTS-THADIO AND 
DO'/'NLOaDED MP3S. BUT IN SPUE OF ALL- i STILL KNOt 
THAT Mfll^RNO THAT WHAT FAM DOING IS FULLf 




http://www. flickr. com/photos/sidelong/sets/288065/ 



I lost my job today. The main reasons stated were that my opinions 
expressed in this blog, in that wiki 58 , and in day to day communications 
with staff, contradicted the directions of the unit I was working within. Of 
course these reasons alone, as I put them, would not be enough cause 
to fire me, so inflation of other reasons was necessary... Anyway, this is 
just one reason why I'm up at 2.30 in the morning. I couldn't sleep, so I 
might as well jot down a few ideas. 

Awhile back I posted Broadbanding Information describing an idea on 
how to get the information locked up in 'academic rigor' more readable 
and therefore accessible to a wider readership. I got a few positive 
responses to that initial idea, and subsequently want to suggest a way 
software developers could contribute. 

It involves the word processing/language tools department - thesaurus 
and spell check to be exact. As I write this post, above the box in which 



58 http://blendedlearning.wikispaces.com/ 
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I am typing are a number of formatting tools I can use. Bold, italic, 
colour, hyperlink... then there's the spell checker. I couldn't get by 
without that little god send. Without it I would have to first type this up in 
OpenOfficeText 59 , spell check it, then copy it over. But Blogger has 
managed to offer me this powerful feature right here, saving me the 
hassle (even suggesting to me that I may not need a text editor installed 
on my computer anymore...). I want them to take it a step further. And 
not just Blogger either. Everyone offering a WYSIWYG editor should 
take this idea: 

Basically, it is a spell checker split into 3 levels. Each level represents a 
level of English reading such as: 1 = primary, E as a second language, 
etc. 2 = secondary, popular terms and expressions, SMS, etc. 3 = 
tertiary, expert level, big words, academic. When I hit the spell check 
button, it would ask me what level I want to check at. If I want my writing 
(or just a selection within it) to be broadly readable, then I'd select 1. If I 
knew that my writing was specialised, and almost impossible to simplify, 
I'd give 1 or 2 a go, just to see, but would probably settle for 3 if they 
didn't work. Each level of spell check would simply have a 
predetermined list of words suitable to that readership level. If the words 
in the writing do not appear in that list, then they are simply presented 
as miss-spelled. 




http://flickr.com/photos/chungwei/ 



59 http://openoffice.org 
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Now, that alone would be frustrating to people without the talent for 
writing in an accessible way. They might be so caught up in an 
academic level of expressing themselves that they simply cannot write it 
any other way. Simply presenting a big word as miss-spelt wouldn't 
really help. That's were the wiki thesaurus part of this idea comes in to 
play. 

Imagine if the wiktionary 60 (the free dictionary) was broken up into these 
3 broad categories. It wouldn't have to be apparent to everyday users, 
just some database setup perhaps. Contributors to the wiktionary could 
progressively develop the lists of words for the readership levels, and 
also link across the levels to suggest more complex or more simple 
words in a thesaurus type of way. 

So now, when I clicked that spell checker, it would still first ask me what 
level I want to check at, but instead of presenting words not in that 
level's list as miss-spelt, it would call on wiktionay and recognise the 
word being used, then suggest other words more appropriate to the 
selected level. Not only progressive academics trying to reach their 
broader community would benefit, but people trying to improve their 
literacy as well - the school boy trying to make his essay read more 
'expertly' uses the tool and gets guidance in a more useful way... or the 
Taiwanese kid trying to comprehend some verbose English text, runs it 
through the spell checker at a level 2 to get a better idea... 

I realise this may be a big ask for our humble WYSIWYG editor. That's 
why I posted this idea to the Open Office Discussion List. While it may 
be a challenge to set a WYSIWYG editor up to do this, it should be a 
piece of cake for a full blown desktop application. It would certainly 
secure OpenOffice as the better word processor that it already is. 



60 http://www.wiktionary.org/ 
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The Blogs We Need in Australia 

I met with some colleagues the other day, to debrief our efforts to date 
in training teachers in the use of blogs, wikis, newsreaders and 
eGroups in education. One of the points raised was that for teachers to 
appreciate the benefits of blogs more, they need to be able to see sites 
that are really useful to them. 

Blogging is a fairly recent trend in Australian education, and the early 
adopters here are limited by a largely North American perspective when 
using blogs to source information. A while back I posted a request to my 
local network asking everyone who had a blog to list it in the comments 
of the post. This was because I was beginning to notice that my news 
reader was being dominated with North America perspectives and 
desperately needed local flow. 

Now that I have more examples of local Australian eduBlogs, that 
assists quite a bit in helping new comers relate to the experiences, 
views and information being captured by those local bloggers. But its 
not enough. I have not found many local blogs with subject focus 
beyond the general eLearning streams such as this blog does. While 
these blogs are extremely valuable for keeping current and up to date 
with developments in technology as it affects education, they are still 
too general to be of immediate use to the time starved teacher. 

We need eduBlogs with focus on subjects and issues relevant to us 
here in Australia. For example, I think it would be of great help with the 
uptake of eduBlogging and its acceptance in the upper ranks of 
management if we had at least the following: 

1. A journal on the benefits of reflective teaching practice 

2. News and information relating to teacher training in each state of 
Australia 

3. Network teaching and learning ethics, code of conduct, guidelines etc 
for teachers, trainers, managers and policy makers 

4. News and information from the State Departments 

5. Case studies of best practice in the new pedagogies being 
implemented 

6. Syllabus content blogs for each subject taught in our State schools 
and colleges 

7 
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This list is by no means authoritative in what we actually need. Its just 
my thoughts to try and get a ball rolling on the issue. From my 
experiences trying to encourage teachers into networked learning, we 
need more examples of information streams with clear and obvious 
benefit to the average teacher. 
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Function over Form, Scott Sorley Get's It 

Sean Fitzgerald 61 emailed me a link to Scott Sorley's blog article Google 
University 62 in which he adds his voice to the "its so obvious, why aren't 
we doing it?" question: 

Millions of dollars are spent by Universities and Education Institutions to 
provide the basic technology platforms for education, such as email, 
discussion groups, content storage and resource searching. How long 
before they give up and just go with a free to the public system which 
probably provides better resources. 

Scott then lists off all the free Google services currently available that 
arguably offer a better service then our expensive systems currently 
entrenched. It goes without saying that I totally take Scotts point, but I 
would add services outside Google for the sake of diversity and 
enrichment. 

Scott's post perfectly encapsulates my Everything You Need to Teach 
and Learn Online series of posts, and begs the next question, "why 
aren't more of us asking the obvious question?" 

Scott has quite a few interesting posts along this level of thinking: 

Courseware - Function over Form 63 

Commercialising Public Universities 64 

The Future of Commercial Learning Management Systems 65 

Are you doing too much? 66 



61 http://seanfitz.wikispaces.com/ 

62 http://scott.sorley.com/articles/2005041 8.html 

63 http://scott.sorley.com/articles/2005051 0.html 

64 http://scott.sorley.com/articles/20050608.html 

65 http://scott.sorley.com/articles/20050523.html 

66 http://scott.sorley.com/articles/20050508.html 
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Pay It Forward Courses on a Wiki 




Application: Single mum makes herself 
known to Outreach coordinator as someone 
wanting to train at home while looking after 
her baby. A curriculum is negotiated and it 
is decided that she could complete 
competencies in word processing and 
Internet research, learning online from 
home. 



Issued laptop & network connection: The 

student is issued a laptop complete with a 
range of open source software needed to 
complete her course. She is also given a 
broadband connection. The laptop and 
connection cost the Outreach center a total of 
$1000 per year. 





Learn online through the wikiCourses: 

The student has an option to attend face to 
face sessions to help her with digital 
literacies and familiarise herself with the 
devices she will need to use to complete the 
online course. A range of TAFE competency 
based courses are made available on a wiki 
website, and maintained through 
International collaboration. 
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RPL hand over: Each competency unit has 
an assignment that requires the student to 
develop a resource that teaches someone 
new to the subject how to obtain that same 
competency. The student keeps notes and 
loads each assignment to her web journal. 
When she has finished a targeted number of 
assignments she submits her web journal for 
recognition. 





RPL Processing: The RPL process notes 
the assignments and any shining examples 
are given to the course coordinator for 
consideration to include in the course wiki. 
If that student's work is used in the course 
wiki creditation is given in the form of 
attribution and a discount to the fees paid to 
obtain a qualification from TAFE. 



Gap Training: Any gaps in 
competencies are forwarded 
to the coordinator and the 
curriculum is renegotiated, 
encouraging the student to 
attend face to face sessions 
to fill any gaps. 
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Collaboration pays the way: When the 
student has successfully completed all 
competencies she is ready for qualification. 
Before obtaining her qualification she must 
pay her fees, including the cost of the 
laptop and connection. The final amount 
owed is determined by: course fee + laptop 
and connection - assignments used in the 
course wiki - willingness to serve as a 
mentor to the next student learning online. 
For example: fee @ $1000 + costs @ $500 
- 3 assignments used @ $300 - 20hrs 
mentoring @ $400 = $300 owed by student, 
a saving of $700 for the student, which 
could be reduced still further. 

I was given the opportunity to present an idea to a network of Outreach 
workers 67 who are looking at blogs and various online tools in their own 
practices. Some excitement was generated around the idea with a 
name already flowering for it, Pay It Forward Learning 68 . The name was 
nominated by 2 in the group referring to the movie and book Pay it 
Forward. I haven't seen either of them, but will be watching the movie at 
least to begin with... Following is an outline of the idea: 

1 . Set up a wiki to collaboratively develop and deliver course 
materials on. 

2. Select or develop a Training Package that leads to recognition 
in an Australian Registered Training Organisation (RTO). 

3. Transfer the list of competencies required for recognition in that 
course to the wiki, from the National Training Information 
Service (NTIS). 

4. Assignments for each of the competencies require students to 
create learning resources for the competency being assessed 
in the assignment. Eg. An MP3 recording an interview, a 
moblog, a vlog, a wiki, a PDF, flickr photos, any digital resource 
deemed appropriate. 

5. Students using the Pay It Forward Learning wikispace are 
encouraged to keep a weblog of their efforts, uploading 



67 http://nswtox.com/ 

68 http://payitforwardlearning.wikispaces.com/ 
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assignments as they complete each competency. 

6. When the student has completed all the assignments in a 
Training Package, they submit their weblog and assignments 
for Recognition of Prior Learning to any participating RTO. 

7. The RTO assesses the weblog, noting any assignments of high 
quality and considered worth loading to the Pay It Forward 
Learning wiki. 

8. Any assignments that are used in the wiki are paid for by the 
student receiving a discount to the fee for assessment, formal 
recognition, and certification. 

9. Any gaps in a student's competency, identified through 
assessment and testing is filled through face to face training. 

1 0. The student has an option to act as a mentor to the next 
student, and pay out part of their fees in hours as well. 

NB. Many students in Australia will probably need to be issued with a 
laptop and a broadband Internet connection. Internet connections at the 
time of writing this concept were as low as $30 per month, and a laptop 
complete with free and open source software could be obtained for 
under $500. These costs could be invested into the student with a view 
to reclaiming the amount through either eventual cash repayment, 
mentoring time, or learning resource developments. 
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Blended Learning - Wikispace of the month! 



The teacher training resource Blended Learning 69 has been listed site of 
the month by the wikispaces 70 crew. 

Space of the Month - July 2005: Blended Learning 

Our Space: "The Blended Learning space was started to pool 
resources and ideas for blogging workshops being run in educational 
organisations around the Sydney, Australia region. The scope quickly 
grew to collaborating and sharing ideas about blended learning in all 
spheres of education. The space now includes reviewed links for free 
educational materials; a large 'how to' section for teaching and learning 
online; a growing mobile learning section; some ideas for incorporating 
technologies into traditional classrooms; and most recently some 
guidelines for larger educational organisations." 

Our Community: "Our contributors are Michael Nelson 
(michaelnelson), Leigh Blackall (leighblackall), Sean Fitzerald (seanfitz), 
and Judith Cooke. Our logo was recently designed by Sunshine 
Connelly, and a number of valuable edits have been made by 
mysterious anons here and there. It would be great to have more input 
from others in education!" 

Our Experience with Wikispaces: "While searching around for a free 
wiki hosting solution we initially overlooked Wikispaces, but there is just 
nothing out there that is so simple to use! And now that we've got more 
control over the look-n-feel, it's definitely the best wiki-hosting solution 
that we've come across, both for its simplicity and its style!" 



69 http://blendedlearning.wikispaces.com/ 

70 http://wikispaces.com/ 
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The Key to Learning is Community 




http://www. flickr. com/photos/atl/2556330 1 



I've come to a minor realisation at this point in the Teach and Learn 
Online blogging path. It came to me after being asked to give a 
presentation/demonstration at the AUSTAFE 71 conference this year. 

When describing what it is I'm trying to 'prove' at the demo/presentation, 
I ended up deciding that I am the learner, and that I'm trying to show 
that the line between teacher and learner is no longer there. 

"teaching is dead, long live learning" 

What I mean is, this blog - 1 set it up in November 2004 just to try out 
blogging. I chose my profession to blog about and quickly learned that 
blogging and everything that it entails very much affects my profession. 
Along the way I have learned valuable skills, read important papers, 
and most importantly networked myself into a very valuable little 



71 http://austafe.wikispaces.com/ 
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community. This community is what will sustain my learning in this area. 
The connectivism that it offers me is extremely important as there could 
be no way I alone could watch and learn everything there is to know 
about eLearning, networked learning and flexible learning... and what 
ever other idea there is coming around the corner. Its 'just in time' 
learning, its 'on the job training', its 'work based learning'... what ever 
you want to call it. 

Many people see my blog, see it as publishing, authoritative, and that it 
somehow suggests I'm an expert or wanna be expert in the field. While 
I'm not complaining about this view some may hold (it gets me a bit of 
work from time to time), what they really should see in this blog is me - 
learning. 

Sure, I'm not the first to say all this, many people have said it. I've heard 
Stephen Downes 72 say it in his audio recordings plenty of times, and 
have been reading enough about connectivism and networked learning 
for anyone to think I should have understood this. I did understand it but 
something was in the way of me appreciating it. Perhaps it was 
individualistic ego, perhaps it was all the requests for presentations and 
workshops making me think I was more teacher than learner, certainly it 
is the educational traditions so deeply woven into my mind and culture 
that has prevented me realising it. Teacher or learner, which one are 
we? I'm both, I'm neither! "The best way to learn is to teach" that's what 
writing to the Internet offers, an opportunity to 'teach' what it is you are 
learning. 

But all this is fine, so long as you have that community to help you 
process learning in this way. That community is well available in the 
subject area of eLearning etc. But what about the mechanics of the T3 
Volkswagon Transporter 73 ? Another blog I keep in an effort to achieve 
the same learning process but about my car. There is an online 
community for VWs, they call themselves the Aussie Vee Dubbers 74 , 
but they're not blogging, they centralise their communications around 
an online forum - content management system style. 

Then there is my growing personal interest in buying land and getting 
into farming! That's right, I dream of being a farmer! How good would it 
be if in the area you were to set up in, all the land holders kept web 
logs? You could quickly get an idea on what crops work, what pests are 
developing, what markets and infrastructure there is in the area, what 



72 http://www.downes.ca/ 

73 http://myvw.blogspot.com/ 

74 http://www.aussieveedubbers.com/ 
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land is for sale, etc. But are farmers blogging? They would certainly be 
journaling their efforts, its part of the practice of good farming, but I 
expect very few are networking their journals into an online community - 
ala blogging... 

So, aside from the obvious IT skills needed to blog (which is really just 
learning how to learn in the new era) the key ingredient is community. 
People actively engaged in the subject being learned. How and who will 
build these communities? Is this the role of tertiary education and/or 
industry in the new era? Or evangelists like me getting out there and 
pushing for the next generation... 
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Teaching has nothing to do with technology... 

The day I joined the school system I knew 
something was wrong with it. At the tender yet 
perceptive age of 5 I saw my fate and cried my 
eyes out for the entire first week. Gradually I found 
things to like - picking on girls, playing wars, 
fighting, swearing... At the age of 17 I was scoring 
pot and skipping class everyday searching for the 
relevance and authenticity that school had hidden 
so well. Every year between 5 and 17 is a tale of 
trouble and detentions. 

Later, after a stint in the army then art school then 
Asia, I went back to school to study teaching. I had 
developed quite a social conscience in my time 
away and believed that education was all that 
really mattered in a world in dieing need of some 
change. 

But I quickly saw or was it remembered, that 
education is not something schools are particularly 
good at. Schools were for socialisation - they're 
good at that alright! Learning how to avoid bullies 
and teachers, learning how authority and systems are to be despised, 
learning how life and work will always be separate, learning that no 
matter if it was right or wrong - it was just how we did things... An 
education, if that's what you really wanted, that was found elsewhere... 
Fade out Pink Floyd The Wall... 

I think teacher training helped me find confidence in this long held 
suspicion I had about school. First of all, there was an obvious 
disconnect between teacher training and teaching practice. "Oh. You're 
in teacher training" the veteran teaching staff would say, "well, the first 
thing you need to learn about teaching is that you won't use anything 
you learn in teacher training..." But I was pretty familiar with this 
attitude, it was a fact of life. What you learn in school has little or no 
relevance to what you need in life. I was not surprised to hear this at all. 

But I did find something in my teacher training. It was when I was 
walking to the train station after handing in an essay on constructivism 
or Maslow's hierarchy of needs or something. As I passed the bins I 




http://www. flickr. com/p 
hotos/jantik/37 42359/ 
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noticed a large pile of books. Being a poor and definitely struggling 
student at the time, I had no difficulty climbing right into those bins and 
spending a few minutes going through those books on education. One 
in particular caught my eye, and it ended up being the only one I read 
from that score of books. 




http://www.flickr.com/photos/flissphil/26773592/ 



It was called Teaching as a Subversive Activity 75 of course! If there is 
anything I remember from my teacher training, it was just how much 
that book blew me away, and what I had to go through to find it. It was a 
book sorely missed on any of our reading lists. In fact, I don't think 
anything from the 60's and 70's was on that reading list! 

Now, my whole family are teachers did you know? I asked my parents, 
aunties and uncles about this little book, they all knew it well, along with 
the writings of Ivan lllich 76 . 

Moved and motivated by the content of that book, and the mystery of 
why it was not on a reading list, I began to use the Internet - a lot. I 
started to find support and further criticisms of teaching practices, 
curriculum and teacher training. Soon enough I had developed my own 
reading list and started quoting from Postman, Weingartner and lllich in 
essays and online forums. I nearly failed for it too! I never got an 
answer as to why lllich and 'Subversive Teaching' were excluded from 



75 by Neil Postman and Charles Weingartner 

76 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/lvan_lllich 
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our readings. And I just accepted that any current Internet discussions 
would not be there, "they had not been checked for quality" - yep, 
school isn't about being relevant in the real world. 

The only thing worth teaching, is in fact how to learn. It seems overly 
simple doesn't it. But it's exactly that skill that was missing for me and 
most of those years spent at school - that is until I found that little book. 
I suppose it was in fact the teachers that stopped me learning this key 
bit of knowledge. The all knowing expert who would provide me with my 
readings, design and assess my assignments, and grade my 
knowledge (or skill in representing it). The "ah-ha moment" or the 
realisation of knowing how to learn didn't come to me in all that. 

This was almost 30 years since Teaching as a Subversive Activity was 
first published. The strategies proposed in that book - for helping kids to 
learn how to learn were radical back then, and dismissed by now. 
Anyway, they are unlikely to work in today's schooling mayhem. 
Postman and Weingartner would have had little idea of the massive 




http://www. flickr. com/photos/aisforangie/289974 1 9/ 



changes about to happen to learning in the form of a teleconnected 
International Network, otherwise known as the Internet. Learning how to 
learn would be a whole new kettle of fish compared to the days of the 
cane, library card indexes and microfilm! 

Now days technology offers a hell of a lot more to the ways in which we 
learn. I kinda think knowing how to use the recent technologies is 
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similar to knowing how to read and write. If you can read and right, 
you're obviously well on your way to learning how to learn. But now 
days, its knowing how to read and write to the network. Knowing how 
to engage with the Internet, to participate and converse with information 
sources, that's setting yourself up for learning how to learn in today's 
world. 

But technology has little to do with why teaching is flawed. Sure, a 
teleconnected international network does pose a few questions as to 
the relevance of a traditional approach to teaching, but there are more 
fundamental reasons why teaching is flawed then that. How do you, 
should you, can you teach how to learn? I think its time we revisited the 
ideas of Postman, Weingartner and lllich to understand why. Their 
ideas are perhaps more relevant these days then they were before. At 
the very least we should see that their names be put back on the 
reading lists at teacher training. We should take another look at their 
ideas in light of the new technologies we use today, and ask the 
question again: what does it mean these days, learning how to learn? 
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Early Film, Early Internet, Early Days, Network 
Learning 

Lately I have been hanging about at the Internet Archive checking out 
movies. Last night I found the 30 second commercial for Admiral 
Cigarettes 77 made in 1897! Its a really lame ad by today's standards of 
course, but is an extremely interesting case study to look at the early 
adoption of a new communicative technology. This little film offers us a 
chance to reflect on our own adoptions of another new medium more 
than 100 years later! 

It might be worth getting the film so we're on the same page with it. 




Did you see it? Wacky hey! It really struck me as a great example of 
how poorly prepared those early adopters were in understanding the 
uses and impact of that particular new technology. You can see in the 
film an almost zero comprehension of the grammar of movies, no sense 
for the unique language structures of a movie that would begin to form 
more than 20 years later. Obviously the creators of the Admiral 
Cigarettes ad saw movies as simply an extension of the theater. Actors 
on a stage, extroverted movements, big props, 2 dimensional... But they 
failed to understand and speak a new language of the new medium. 

77 http://www.archive.org/details/admiral_cigarette 
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Shall we call them movie immigrants 78 ? 

I think we have faced the same language and perceptual barriers with 
the Internet as the Edison Manufacturing Co did with their cigarette ad 
in 1897. Its obvious really, especially if you look at art and education 
and their early attempts to enter the digital Internet era. 

When the Internet first started hitting my street in 1995, I was at art 
school. By 1998 the first websites started to come out for the art school, 
they were being called virtual galleries. These virtual galleries were 
simple click through tours of paintings, drawings, sculptures and the 
odd installation just to be difficult. Just as Admiral Cigarettes created a 
virtual stage, the 'artists' created virtual galleries. Some were so 
committed to the idea, that they even started looking into virtual reality 79 
technologies as a way to bring familiar dimension into their virtual 
galleries. 

Of course much later, with the benefit of Internet hindsight I have been 
able to find many truly artistic expressions of the Internet that where 
being created at the same time, such as the work of Eric Loyer 80 . Works 
that really engaged with the language of hypertext and connectivity, 
creating artistic experiences in those new languages and cultures. They 
weren't as much recreations of what was already understood (gallery 
exhbitions) - they were something new, or at least beginning to exhibit 
something new. 

Now taking a look at slow old education... The early adopters of these 
new mediums (digital and the Internet) have been suffering from the 
same incomprehension as the early adopters of movies. Just like the 
early adopters of movies and the artist's virtual galleries, educators are 
using digital media and the Internet largely relying on familiar methods 
and understandings of teaching. They're creating virtual classrooms, 
treating information and knowledge with traditional print industry 
processes, and trying very hard to retain the old teacher student 
relationship by narrowing scope into learning management systems to 
deliver courses. 

I think its important to look at digital media and the Internet as separate 
entities in the language unfolding by the way. Its unfortunate that digital 
media and content creation has held the lime light in education for so 
long, and that the connectivity offered by the modem has, to a large 

78 As in Prensky's Digital Immigrant analogy: http://www.twitchspeed.com 

79 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Virtual_reality 

80 http://www.marrowmonkey.com/menu.html 
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degree been ignored. Most discussion in the eighties for example 
seemed to focus on computer programming, and developing 
experiences that could be understood as educational. 




Take a look at this edition of the Computer Chronicles TV series 
broadcast in 1983 81 . In it the hosts and their guests are looking at 
computer programs in the classroom, and what sort of cognitive 
development such programs might achieve with students. Even though 
one of the speakers in this edition actually uses a modem to link into 
one of their demonstrations, they fail to even talk about the implications 
of that technology, instead they focus on content and that more tangible 
device the PC. And think about that Disney movie Tron 82 . A movie that 
framed English speaking societies popular perceptions of computers in 
the 80's, but again focuses on programming and content without much 
interest at all in the connectivity offered by the modem. 

Into the 90's and the focus remained on content development with CD 
ROMs and Instructional design. Huge amounts of money were (and still 
are being) poured into "shelfware" that were really just finished content - 
digital text books with mildly interactive graphics, and the odd light 
weight program for drilling and quizzing. Here were attempts to bring 
the massively evolving spheres of information into portable content that 



81 http://www.archive.org/details/education_2 

82 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tron_%28movie%29 
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could be used and understood in the terms of traditional teaching and 
learning practices. 

When I came into the picture, after the millennium bug, I was a budding 
Flash developer being asked to develop still more finished content but 
this time for delivery over the network, not on CD ROM. The CD ROM 
developments were now being required to develop their content 
compliant to standards, (theoretically sharable and adaptable content) 
deliverable over the network. Massive investments were being made in 
Learning Management Systems, that again failed to understand the 
new language of learning that was evolving, merely replicating the 
communications capacity of the Internet, leaving out the global 
connectivity in the name of IP, privacy and security. 

At this time I was creating more virtual classrooms and simulated 
training environments with the popular graphics and "interactiveness" of 
Flash animation. All the while I must admit, I had a sneaky suspicion 
that what we were doing was way off and not the slightest bit future 
proof, but having no idea what the new language of learning would 
inevitably be in the approaching era of network learning and Internet 
2.0, I kept with the Flash work. 

Costly and unsustainable content development comes from the focus 
on computers and programs in education throughout the 80's and 90's 




and a lack of focus on the connectivity and collective learning offered by 
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modem mediated communications. It seems to me that the content 
creation is very much tied to the process of learning, and that the 
connectivity offered by the Internet challenges everything about our 
traditional teacher / student / course / content methods. The content is 
created by learners as they learn, such as this blog post, what I'm 
typing and the links I am pointing to. 

Let me explain. 

Tonight I have had an idea or a realisation, spawned from past ideas, 
readings and discussions, stimulated by a little old movie. The Internet 
and this blog gives me an opportunity to voice my idea to a network of 
readers, open for comment and reactions, now and in the future. That 
opportunity and openness motivates me to think about the argument I'm 
making, link together a few things to support what I'm saying, and 
format it into a reasonably coherent expression. Once 'out there', I both 
wait for comments and responses, and continue thinking about it until 
the next idea comes along that will build upon these past experiences. 
This is a learning process for me, and for those who engage with me in 
it. This post is not so much an outcome of any particular study (such as 
a paper or essay might be) but is more a piece in the process of 
learning. Its an ongoing conversation of learning, with the recorded 
voices in the conversation contributing to the content used in someone 
else's learning. 
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http://www. flickr. com/photos/elsie/5089 7095/ 



This process seems to me to be quite a natural way to communicate 
and learn over the network, and a remarkably sustainable way of 
developing content. Already, technologies are developing that will 
improve the richness of this content. Audio blogging, video blogging, 
mobile blogging and podcasting bring multi media capabilities, and WiFi 
and global positioning brings whole other dimensions all together. 

So, just as the movie started as a recreation of the theatre, later 
developing into a language and expression of its own, online learning 
will develop from virtual classrooms and courses to something more 
appreciative of connectivism. 

This is not to say that the methods and approaches we develop along 
the way will be superseded by such a new practice (theatre is still video 
recorded after all) it just means that a unique language and practice for 
the new medium will develop, and it will likely have no resemblance at 
all to the methods we recognise today. 
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Prensky Takes a Beating! 

Tom Hoffman 83 lashed out at Marc Prensky 84 a few days ago, and I 
gotta say I share his sentiments. While I mostly find Marc's ideas of 
Digital Game Based Learning pretty good, his ideas of digital 
immigrants and natives just don't reflect my experiences either. 
Perhaps Marc's timeline is out of wack... he reckons anyone born 
before 1985 is an immigrant... But as Tom loudly proclaims: 

/ am thirty six, and I AM A DIGITAL NATIVE. I know you baby boomers 
have a hard time coping with this concept because it is a threat to your 
authority, and as a result you seem to be constantly reinventing the 
concept so that it can't be applied to any actual adults who can compete 
with you professionally, but I've had it, and I'm calling bullshit. 

I know Marc's gotta make a living, and he has definitely struck a chord 
with the over 50 teachers in Australia with his generationalist 
generalisations, but if people are gunna keep buying into it then we may 
as well take a look at the traits of other generations while we're at it, 
and I reckon Tom's on to something - Prensky's arguments offer those 
in power now an opportunity to avoid responsibility for not engaging 
with technologies, because they can now think that technology is the 
realm of their kids - kids who are not yet in the workplace. Meanwhile 
those of us who are, just keep getting fired for blogging, and smashing 
our ideas against brick walls. 



83 http://tuttlesvc.teacherhosting.com/blog/blosxom.cgi/labor/education/405.html 

84 http://www.marcprensky.com/ 
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TAFE Managers Think Differently 

Here I am at the 
Novotel in Sydney 
Olympic Park 
attending the 
AUSTAFE 20 05 85 
conference put 
together by 
ICVET. I'm here to 
present, but I'm 
listening in too. 

I must admit, I 
came to 
AusTAFE2005 
with a touch of 
prejudice towards 
the participants of this conference. A gathering of managers and 
directors of the Technical And Further Education (TAFE) schools 
around Australia. OK, maybe that prejudice was more fear, as I can't 
say I've ever really had a good experience with a TAFE manager, or 
managers more generally! 

Any way, In a room literally full of suites, the first 3 speakers talked to 
the themes of international markets and best practice for Vocational 
Education and Training (VET). 

I wasn't impressed with what they had to say. Basically, a furthering of 
the economic rationalisation of education. As Stewart Brougham said, 
the New Zealand Goverenment is looking to fund VET based on quality 
and relevance. Them's scary terms, especially when interpreted by 
rational suites. They start referring to industry standards and 
commercialising their IP. 

What are the industry standards in a post industrial world? How can 
public IP be commercialised, and what is it worth anyway? 




85 http://austafe.wikispaces.com/ 
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Digital Video and Documentary Making 

I was pretty chuffed to see Stephen Downes quoting me in his blog 
recently, and saw him mentioning that he was looking to set up for 
digital video to make documentaries. I thought I'd help the old boy (a 46 
year old digital native) out a bit with a post on what I know and reckon 
about it, seeing as I've made a few in my time. 

The camera 

Back in 2000 I bought the Sony DCR TRV1 1 0 E. It was the first of the 

Digital 8 products, and I don't think 
they made one better! I bought 
another Sony D8 about 2 years later 
and it just doesn't compare to the 
strength, performance, and practical 
design of the original. 

The reasons I reckon TRV1 10E is the 
best has to do with strength, utility 
and versatility. It plays and records to 
Hi8, V8 and D8 tapes! That means if 
I'm out and about on a Sunday morning and find myself suddenly out of 
stock, even if I'm in the most backward, hillbilly, hick town of Sydney's 
inner West, I will find a tape I can use. (Most servos and super markets 
for some strange reason don't stock anything but these). Hi8 and V8 
are really cheap too, and I reckon they are stronger than the miniDVs. 
Drop a miniDV tape and see how good it works... The TRV1 10E has 
RCA in/out (not the mini jack conversion type that will piss you off, but 
the good old yellow, red and white). It has an on board preamp so those 
little lapel mics go straight in no worries. And of course the DV in out. 
Sony's night vision is the best too. 

Capturing and Editing. 

Without a doubt, iMovie that comes standard with any Mac these days 
is the kick arse, do everything, easy to use program to capture and edit 
movies on. But not all of us have the luxury of iMovie being available to 
us. The movie maker that comes with WinXP is pretty straight forward 
but typically, only plays and creates files in the windows format. I'm still 
waiting for a good open source video capture and edit program... 
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So I use Adobe Premier 86 . Recently I bought a new laptop seeing as the 
Sony VAIOs are down in price in Australia at last, so I picked one up 
with Premier Standard on it. Haven't had a belt of it yet, but looks 
similar at first glance. Nothing on Adobe's site about "standard" but 
"elements" seems to be the new hobby user. No idea if it supports all 
the formats you need these days (Sorenson, MPG4, AVI for video at 
least, and WAV, MP3 would be nice for audio). 

(After thought!! I should have mentioned the Avid Free DV 87 of course. 
Not used it, but I'm sure its very good and Avid gear is used by many 
pros I know) 

The thing about Premier video editing to remember is that it works best 
if you have 2 physically separate hard drives to work on. One for the 
application (generally C) and one for the captured movie files. This 
seems to optimise the processes but that's about as far as I know about 
that. 

Its good to have at least 512 ram, and I seem to get by with a 1 .6gig 
processor just fine. They say that your drives should be 7200rpm, but I 
get by with 5200 on laptops. If your computer doesn't have a DV in out 
port you can get a DV in/out card to slide in to that big open space on 
the side of the laptop... wata they call it., ah, I forget, the one you never 
eva use...? And DV cards for desktops are real cheap. Check the port 
size on your camera and computer, and be sure to get the right firewire 
cable. 

Flash (the MX generation) has some pretty cool things in video and is 
very easy to understand and use... 

Technique 

I reckon the best way to start is to first practice editing in camera. 
There's nothing worse than having to capture and edit huge amounts of 
useless footage. A good camera person gets the shot, and in a good 
sequence if possible. The TRV1 10E has a good little in camera editing 
function. 

Always look around you for stable surfaces to shoot from. It not only 
helps you take steady pictures, but often gives you an angle you might 
never have thought of. Usually, I never need a tripod with this 
technique. 

After you have captured the footage and ready to edit, I think its good to 



86 http://www.adobe.com/products/premiereel/main.html 

87 http://www.avid.com/freedv/ 
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start with a musical sound track before you think about the editing. The 
beats and moods of music really help to make editing fun and easy. I 
generally treat the audio track as the most important part of video 
making. I think its important to have an audio track that can stand alone, 
for uses in radio and podcastinig for example, and you can usually play 
any audio track to video and it works in some way, which means video 
is quite flexible with how the audio mixes in with the pictures... the eye 
can hear music! something to think about. 

Hope this helps a bit. Looking forward to seeing/hearing your first 
efforts. 

Update: Here's a number of digital video editors for Linux: 
http://heroinewarrior.com/cinelerra.php3 

and a very informative article on how to get set up cheaply for serious 
production: http://www.downloadsquad.com/2005/08/16/how-to-create- 
your-own-ilm-for-almost-nothing/ 
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Reflections on AUSTAFE2005 and our 
presentation on Networked Learning 




Sean moblogging Leigh 



Our presentation 88 and related efforts at the AUSTAFE2005 conference 
went really well. We had a pretty big audience in front of whom we 
talked about and demonstrated wikipedia, creative commons, RSS, 
blogging, audio blogging and podcasting, moblogging and the new 
literacy generally, with a few other things to do with freedom along the 
way. 

The set up for our 30 minutes of fame was pretty cool too. We had three 
projection screens. One at the front and two to the sides. While I talked 
to the one at the front, the others would load up relevant screens to the 
side, and vice-versa. I'd say it was a pretty immersive kinda show for 
everyone who was there. 

The audience was made up of TAFE big wigs (managers, directors, 
privileged staff, etc). Quite a few came up afterwards to congratulate us, 
some saying we were the highlight of the conference. Of course those 
sort of compliments are a good sign, but apart from creating an enigma 
around ourselves, did our message hit home? 



88 http://austafe.wikispaces.com/ 
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In the end I think most of the audience were simply bewildered, and 
maybe a few felt sheepish. Certainly everyone understood, but what we 
were proposing was obviously paradigm shifting stuff and flew in the 
face of almost everything being practiced in TAFE colleges around 
Australia. People could see that what we were saying was that most 
educational organisations are heading in completely the wrong direction 
with regard to understanding the impact of the Internet on learning! 




Stephan Ridgway Sean FitzGerald 



Anyway, Stephan Ridgway and Sean Fitzgerald did a fine job audio 
recording all the presentations and packing them into a podcast, and 
we're all in the process of uploading pictures. Anne Paterson, Marcus 
Ragus and Alex Hayes did an impressive job moblogging the 
conference, and I'd say Michael Nelson really captured the message 
with his bit. This presentation was a good opportunity for us to focus our 
thinking, helping us to understand what we are all doing and how it all 
fits. 

As Stephan said over beers the night before our big 30 minutes. 

"... This conference is just a junket for people who are otherwise so caught up in the 
bureaucracy of it all... its a chance for them to get a moment away from all that, get an 
over view... but afterwards they back in it... what we have to say on the day will be just a 
brief blip on their radar.." 

Slightly depressing I know, but realistic. Managers are as much in 
control of what happens as you or I. 
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EdNA Groups or the Open Network 

In 2003, Marty Cielens 89 gave a talk on free and open source software 
in education at the Networking03 conference in Leura. Among the many 
tools and resources Marty overviewed that day, the "Course 
Management System" Moodle 90 was one he mentioned quite a bit. I was 
really inspired by Marty's work, and if anyone it was he that set me on 
the rocky path to enlightenment that I'm on today. 

Marty's a big user of Moodle and I wouldn't be surprised if he was 
seminal in getting Education Network Australia (EdNA) using Moodle to 
facilitate online group communications. But I'm not happy with it. Here's 
part of my reason why: 

"To use an EdNA Group, your organisation must be not-for-profit and 
non-commercial in the education and training sector, or a Registered 
Training Organisation (RTOs). School education students are not able to 
use these services. 

EdNA Groups are not available to individual users, only to groups or 
organisations. " 

About Collaborative Tools and Groups at EdNA Online 91 

But my real reasons have to do with the ease and appropriateness of 
use that the use of Moodle offers EdNA groups. 

Those who know me, know that I don't think much of Learning 
Management Systems, Content Management Systems or Course 
Management Systems ... and as great as it is to see Australian 
education showing interest in open source, and as much as I hope that 
will influence free and open courses and help bring Australian education 
into the gift economy 92 , I think EdNA is perpetuating bad practices in 
online ed, generating lock in for its users and lock out for its would-be 
users, especially if someone was to take that quote I noted above too 
seriously. 

I've been posting into EdNA groups for a while now. I even facilitate one 
for a group of RTOs looking into network tools for online training 
provision. I can't say I'm enjoying the experience either. Its difficult to 



89 http://cielens.designplanet.com.au/ 

90 http://moodle.org/ 

91 http://www.edna.edu.au/edna/go/pid/332 

92 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gift_economy 
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handle, doubles up on my normal way of communicating online, and 
confuses new users. 

I don't like posting in the EdNA Group forums but I have to. 

I keep this blog (among others), I facilitate on eGroup, I collaborate in 
wikis, and I subscribe to newsfeeds from all around. I like it out in the 
open, its sunny, its rewarding and its vastly interesting. But my local 
peers are being attracted into EdNA groups, many of them closed 
forums, and are missing their opportunity to start up a dialogue with the 
open International Network. So instead of me reading the points of view 
of my local peers on individual blogs, or open eGroups, I'm having to 
join and log in to EdNA groups, trawl for new additions, join a group and 
post there in that tiny one off location so that my contributions can be 
heard. I'd much rather post to my blog with the confidence that there is 
a growing awareness and use of blogs in Australian education, and that 
more than my target audience will see it. But people only have so much 
time in a day, so they go where the crowd is at the moment, and that's 
unfortunately in EdNA Moodle groups. 

And anyway, how long will the EdNA groups last? I mean it was just a 
bit of a bummer when the Australian Flexible Learning Communities 
shut down. All those contributions I and many others made... where did 
they go, Where's the record? Lucky the Internet Archive's - 
WayBackMachine 93 - caught some of it! Moving the AFLF community 
forums across to the EdNA Moodle groups was not as easy as some 
might make out. Its a whole new CMS! A whole new login, a whole new 
everything... and just when I was getting used to that other CMS 94 that 
the AFLF Community was using. 

Nope! Its better if we use more global and reliable services I think. Not 
only are the best for free, but their social networking software is state of 
the art and quickly links you with other practitioners with similar 
interests. The possibilities for shared individual aggregation of content 
go way beyond what Moodle could possibly keep up with, and what the 
small EdNA network could hope to achieve. 

I know, many people don't want to blog, wiki, eGroup or what ever... 
They prefer the 'security' and relative privacy of an EdNA Moodle 
Group, even if it means they're walking around with the lights off! I 
dunno really what to say to that, other than everyone is welcome, 
everyone is needed, the more the better. 

EdNA Moodle groups is diluting the impact that individuals could be 



93 http://www.archive.org 

94 http://www.janison.com.au/janison/default.asp 



101 



TALO-2005 



having on the global conversation. Its keeping many in Australian 
education disengaged from the world beyond EdNA, and is preventing 
people developing a confidence in their own abilities and opinions in the 
open Network. The use of a CMS to facilitate communication 
perpetuates a protectionist thinking that you need an LMS to build 
online learning and communities, and stifles the opportunity for 
Australian education to build an early presence in the Open Network. 
The valuable time of teachers and educationalists would be better spent 
engaged with the Open Network, learning the popular tools and 
understanding the nature of the Internet so that they may teach people 
how to learn from the vast opportunities in the Open Network. 
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Break down the (fire) wall!! 



News 

lil'M'1I-l 



Holiday Snaps 

The Israeli government Is building a wall suVounding 
the occupied Palestinian territories- It stands three times 
the height of the Berlin wall and will eventually run for 
over 70Qhm - the distance from Lojramft Zurich. 
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http://www. flickr. com/photos/tags/accessdetnied/ 



On the importance of teaching people how to learn for themselves 95 , 
and in relation to the idea that graffiti is OK 96 , I'd like to draw attention to 
the increasing ridiculousness (in my view) of the use of firewalls and 
network security in educational organisations. 

Ever since I started working in education, firewalls and network security 
have been the bane of my existence! Every time I have wanted to do 
something innovative, different, or just experimental the same old 
endorsed paranoia always applies. Teachers can't install software to try 
out, not even popular free and open software without first getting admin 
rights (which could be never). Students can just forget it! And then 
there's what you can and can't see on the Internet, according to some 
robot policing what students and teachers are looking at. 
Recently I sent an email to the TALO eGroup with a link to Banksy's 
latest stencil work on that recent wall that separates Israel from 



95 See Learning has nothing to do with technology 

96 See Graffiti is OK, BlogTalk Downunder 
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Palestine 97 . Many in the TALO eGroup have to work under the iron 
curtain of education networks and it didn't take long for one member to 
write back saying that he had been blocked access to the site, with the 
robot classifying it as crime! But as that TALO member said, 

Had a look from outside the firewall and think the site is really thought- 
provoking with some great images. 

And then another responded, 

When working inside an Institute, I was blocked from refugee action sites 
during the height of the children overboard/woomera actions. Also heard 
the wall is a hassle for nursing teachers, as female health sites can be 
difficult to access. Aaah, the vagaries of keyword based gate-keepers 
and net-nannies. 



And yet another in the space of 5 minutes! 

/ just got this spam below through to me at work.../ know there 
areobviouslyy different processes at play here.... but kinda weird when 
cant look up an apartment but can get plenty of support with life 
enhancement. Emailreceivedd at 1210 today: You know you need it. The 
longer and thicker you are, the better everyone involved will be. Don't 
delay on the world's best solution for your problem. Make "it" work like a 
king today. Up-size it. 

What is this beast of a thing clamping down on our work, our freedoms, 
our access, and failing where it is most needed? 

Lately I have been keeping a phone line in my bag for when I visit those 
poor people locked behind the curtain. I don't even bother using their 
network when I arrive, I just plug in to a spare phone line somewhere 
and use my dialup account to bypass their filters. But sooner or later we 
have to stand up to this or it will become gradually worse. 

So I've started a little bit of graffiti of my own on this wall. Anyone else 
who has some funny pictures, comics or what ever about institutional 
lock down, please save them to a flickr account and tag them 
"accessDETnied" 98 



97 http://www.banksy.co.uk/news/index.html 

98 http://www.flickr.com/photos/tags/accessdetnied/ 
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Some of us are Digital Pioneers 

Joan Vinall-Cox" recommended reading Konrad Glogowski blog post 
Digital Pioneers 100 ... so I did. What a beauty! Konrad adds a quietly 
powerful voice to the discussion around new 'digital' literacies, 
proposing in his title an alternative view to the idea of digital 
immigrant/native. 

Lawrence Lessig says that creativity and innovation always builds on the 
past. This is exactly what we're doing when we introduce our children to 
the digital world. Our role as educators, to paraphrase Lessig, is to 
ensure that the past, the linear, visual mode of thinking give rise to but 
does not limit the creativity and the energy of emerging technologies. This 
can happen only if we recognize that we cannot impose the old upon the 
new just as we cannot create the new in a vacuum. It is our job to ensure 
that our students acquire the skills necessary to intelligently share their 
views, whether it's in a wiki, an every-day conversation, or a traditional 
five-paragraph essay. We need to ensure, as Prensky suggests, that they 
learn both the legacy and future content. To do that, we need to acquire 
the skills of digital pioneers, we need to remix and feed forward. 

While I couldn't help wading into the generational generalisation war 
last week, Konrad offers a more considered account, drawing from a 
good range of voices. 



99 http://elgg.net/pedagogy/weblog/1 71 8.html 

100 http://www.teachandlearn.ca/blog/2005/08/01/literacy-in-the-digital-age-part-ii/ 
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Protopage. Ultra simple personal start page! 




Sean Fitzgerald likes to Skype text me when ever I'm online! I swear 
the guy never sleeps. I can hardly get any work done when Sean's 
around - its a good thing too, otherwise I'd miss some of the amazing 
links he sends me. 

Just tonight he sent me Protopage 101 ... 

the first thing I noticed was the clean and attractive interface, then I 
noticed the rather unusual interactions I was navigating, and just when I 
was about to give up and save it for another never day, I realised how 
perfect this service was for me. In the space of 20 minutes I now have 
an attractive and extremely easy to update home page. I have added 
links, created a portfolio, quick search box... basically drawn everything 
I currently have out there on the network into one spot. It was so easy 
too! You simply must have a go! 

The revolutions just keep on coming! My head's gunna pop! 



101 http://www.protopage.com 
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Skype, Gizmo, Google Talk. Use them all! 

Yesterday I chucked Google's new Voice Over Internet Protocol (VOIP) 
and Instant Messaging (IM) program Google Talk 102 on my laptop. A 
couple of weeks ago I did the same with Gizmo 103 . About a year before 
that was Skype 104 . They all have their benefits, its not an either/or, I 
need all of them! Here's what I reckon: 

There's no doubt that VOIP is a good thing and will certainly get better. I 
and many others in the free world have been enjoying long 
conversations with each other, across the globe, for 'free', well, almost 
free - depending on the type of Internet provision you have. Certainly 
free when compared to land and mobile phone rates at least... Many of 
us (in Australia) have experienced the frustrating limitations at times 
with VOIP, bandwidth, drop out, mysterious disconnections... but over 
all VOIP has a promising future. 

Skype (Windows, Mac, Linux and Pocket PC) has been the most 
popular free VOIP software in my network for over a year now, and 
many in the education world have taken it up as their first VOIP 
application. It calls out to landlines and mobiles for cheap, while 
computer to computer is free. Skype's the only one that can go on a 
PDA at the moment something to think about in terms of free wireless, 
mobile communications!... Innovators have been recording Skype 
sessions, producing very interesting audio of interviews and 
conversations on any number of topics, and very easily creating 
valuable learning resources. But successfully recording with Skype is a 
head ache of an exercise. What should be very easy, can turn out to be 
very difficult! Why Skype does not yet have a record feature in its free 
version is beyond me. 

Enter the Gizmo Project (Windows, Mac, Linux, and open standard). 
Another VOIP app that calls out to landlines and mobiles for cheap 
while offering computer to computer for free, but it happens to have a 
very nice little record button in it!! Recording VOIP could not be easier, 
well maybe it could be... Gizmo records to the .wav format which is fine, 
but MP3 is what we need. Because Gizmo uses open standards it is 
apparently compatible with Google Talk which I'll get to in a bit. 



102 http://www.google.com/talk/ 

103 http://www.gizmoproject.com/ 

104 http://www.skype.com/ 
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Now there's Google Talk (Windows only but open standard). What 
Google's plans are is a mystery (as always). But safe is to say that what 
ever Google touches seems to signal a revolution in some way or 
another. Why Google would release a VIOP/IM app when the market is 
clearly drenched with VOIP/IM options already is an interesting 
question/signal. Perhaps there is a clue in this article 105 ... Google 
Watch 106 have no view on it yet... Google Talk is pretty nice, especially if 
you are already a Gmail user as it syncs with Gmail and adds a few 
features like a pop up notification when a new email comes in. 

So as you can see, each of these VOIP options do different things well. 
So I settle on the attitude that I may as well have them all and use the 
one most appropriate at the time. So if someone wants to contact me 
on Skype, no worries. If that person wants to record an interview with 
me then we just hop on over to Gizmo, no probs. And if a revolution is 
around the corner with Google Talk, I'm ready. And while I'm ready, I 
have a nice little enhancement to my Gmail. 

Its not a matter of which one do I use., they all work in a very similar 
way, so may as well get them all. 



105 http://www.business2.com/b2/web/articles/0,17863,1093558-1,00.html 

106 http://www.google-watch.org/ 
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More on EdNA Groups Vs the Open Network 

Pictures by Kanko 107 




Earlier this month I posted about the Education Network Australia's use 
of Moodle 108 to facilitate group discussion. I reckoned that the use of 
Moodle and forums with an option to be closed in particular is in fact 
stunting the growth of the education network in Australia, keeping it 
introverted, network illiterate, and disconnected from the broader more 
global discourse. 

Stephen Downes backed me up 109 , extracting the key points out of my 
windy rave by quoting: 

Its better if we use more global and reliable services I think... EdNA 
Moodle groups is diluting the impact that individuals could be having on 
the global conversation. Its keeping many in Australian education 
disengaged from the world beyond EdNA... The valuable time of 
teachers and educationalists would be better spent engaged with the 
open Network, learning the popular tools and understanding the nature 
of the Internet so that they may teach people how to learn in an open 
Network. 

And Marty Cielens joined with support for the idea of open dialogue etc, 
and along with other anonymous comments made the point that its not 



1 07 http://www.flickr.com/photos/kankan/ 

108 http://moodle.org 

109 http://www.downes.ca/cgi-bin/website/research. cgi?item=1 1231 62680 
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necessarily the tool (in this case Moodle) that is the problem, but more 
the policy, practices and perspectives of people using it. 

Just this week Mark Tranthim-Fryer, Assistant Manager of EdNA 
Services posted a response 110 to my post, to which I'd like to keep an 
open discussion going here. Firstly I think Mark deserves credit for 
responding to my rave and not choosing to ignore it as most 
organisations probably would - orgs afraid of the attention, the 
unpredictable nature of public conversation with unknowns like me, and 
of course the drag on resources it takes to read and respond to these 
posts. So thanks Mark. 

At first read Mark's response strikes me as a little defensive 
(understandably), but informative none-the-less (though it could do with 
a few links). Mark gives background of EdNA groups and an account of 
its current uses. He then extends into talk about EdNA's view of Moodle 




having interface limitations, and mentioned that this will be looked at 
more closely by EdNA in the future... Does this suggest that EdNA will 
be funding further development of Moodle, or looking towards another 
system? I hope its the first. 

But in all, I think it is the rationale behind EdNA groups that Mark listed 
for us that is of interest. 

Following is the rationale for the preferred approach, which seeks to provide a 
service for both public and restricted community spaces: 



110 Which has since been removed from EdNA servers.. My point exactly!! 
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• Extensive consultation with all sectors of the Australian 
education and training community has strongly endorsed the 
provision of both open and closed online community spaces 

• Group owners make the decision about the appropriateness of 
whether their Group is public or private AzEdNA stakeholders 
have considered this pluralism to be a strength of the service 

• The EdNA project does not support and is not funded to 
provide collaborative tools for use by students, the general 
public and international communities except under specific 
criteria 

• Educators have emphatically endorsed the service in its current 
form, usage has quadrupled in six months from the former 
EdNA collaborative services it replaced 




On point 1: I must have missed the extensive consultation somewhere, 
as I don't recall and don't think I know anyone who was included in that 
consultation - not to say that it didn't happen, but is to say that perhaps 
it wasn't open and therefore extensive enough. I think we do have the 
technology to be able to manage very open public consultation 
processes. 

On point 2: While I appreciate that there are many who prefer 'private' 
online forum, and while I do think most of these preferences are 
unnecessary and stem from poorly understood fear and loathing of the 
Internet, there are just as easy and therefore more valuable ways to 
achieve these privacy settings using the popular tools. For example, I 
might simply keep this post as a draft and not publish it but give access 
to my friends at least... or other more innovative ways such as using a 
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Gmail account with group access for file storage and private serving to 
restricted blogs and wikis for example... (A strategy dawned apon by a 
colleague Jude Cooke, with more thorough explination in a future post I 
think). 




On point 3: Why is EdNA not funded to support students? I don't think 
it would cost much more at all to offer storage for 'student' activity. 
Where is the clear distinction between teacher/trainers and students 
anyway, should there even be one? I'm not sure if I even qualify for 
EdNA... being a consultant who is employed only occasionally by 
education and training organisations, and a learner in many ways, 
perhaps I'm just general public? Again where is the distinction and need 
there even be one? 

On point 4: If educators have emphatically endorsed the service in its 
current form, then I am one who does not. It is a curious thing about the 
usage stats. How might we compare the popularity of EdNA groups with 
the more informal channels like blogs, eGroups and wikis? But focusing 
on EdNA Group's apparent popularity - It could be any number of things 
such as the fame of Moodle lately and EdNA providing a chance for 
people to get in and try this new LMS, not to mention the fact that the 
close of the Australian Flexible Learning Framework Community 
Forums has no doubt left quite a few people high and dry and in need of 
some measure of connectivity that is comfortably close enough to the 
format of the AFLF Community forums. And then there's the inevitable if 
somewhat slow uptake of ICTs in Australian Education that might be 
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simply a matter of good timing for EdNA groups. No doubt EdNA groups 
are popular, but that is precisely the problem. See my original point in 
quote above. 

While it may appear to some that I'm arguing for arguments sake alone 
here, I think this issue goes to the heart of a more serious educational 
matter. That being a school and teacher's constant struggle to be 
relevant, engaging, and accessible to learners. EdNA groups uses a 
tool that replicates the real (Internet) world, declaring that it insulates its 
users from 'the noise'. That 'noise' as Mark calls it is actually quite 
audible information once an adequate network literacy is obtained by 
the listener. I don't think EdNA groups is helping its users to obtain that 
adequate and essentially independent network literacy. In my view it is 
much like an old school, struggling to be relevant, engaging and 
accessible to learners. 

Some of my original points and questions remain unresolved in the 
initial stages of this exchange, such as: 

• what guarantee can EdNA realistically make that the groups will 
be available in 2, 5, 10, 50, 100 years? 

• Will they always receive the funding and political advocacy they 
need to keep themselves up to date with technological changes 
in order to remain connected to global perspectives? 

• Will they be able to keep their replicated communication 
channels open - even in times of financial and political 
hardship? 

• Or could they go the same way as AFLF Communities, or even 
just simply lose relevancy as users inevitably gain a more 
independent network literacy? 

In spite of how it may sound here, I do see great value in EdNA groups 
in this present day and age. I am engaged in quite a few of the available 
groups and am part of some interesting and valuable exchanges. But all 
the while I wish that it all could be going on out in the open network, 
where there is a greater chance of meeting experts, getting broader 
more global perspectives, and all together better integrated (by default) 
with emerging technologies and the global conversation... if it were, its 
users would be using tools that intrinsically practice and engage with 
communication techniques and technology that are more relevant, 
accessible and popular beyond the classroom of today, and into the 
classless room of tomorrow. 

EdNA stands to play an important role in this open and network literate 
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approach. Improving its RSS feeds would be a good start, setting up 
more opportunities for face to face conferences, training educationalists 
in open network literacy rather than in the use of Moodle or what ever 
CMS it is using on the day... helping groups to be independent with their 
use of ICTs, being an essential aggregator of this dispersed and 
decentralised network... just some half baked suggestions that could do 
with some teasing out, and intended to turn this post into more 
constructive criticism.. 
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The Real TAFE Homepage 
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The day before yesterday I was doing my bit for free and open 
education, giving a 2 hour presentation to a group of IT teachers from 
TAFE NSW lllawarra. 

Along the way I came across the usual things that make TAFE a bit of a 
joke... access denials, not being set up to play MPEG4 movies, and 
other stuff I can't really recall just now, but then the joke turned on me! 

It was when I was up to the bit about wikis - using wikipedia 111 , 
wikiversity 112 , and the South African Curriculum wiki 113 as examples. I 
thought I'd be smart and type in 'TAFE NSW as a search in wikipedia. 
Cocky as always I pre-empted the results expecting a no show for my 
search when BAM! There it was! A wikipedia entry on Technical And 
Further Education in Australia! In a silly fumble to reclaim myself I said 
something like, "wow! this must have been put up in the last week, I'm 
sure it wasn't here a week ago.." Then one in the audience, displaying 
an excellent grasp of the bigger wiki picture that I was demonstrating 



111 http://en.wikipedia.org/ 

112 http://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/Wikiversity 

1 1 3 http://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/South_African_Curriculum 
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suggested I look at the history of the entry. With my heart in my mouth I 
clicked page history and everyone saw... the entry had been started in 
2003 with edits by quiet a number of people since then! 

I think Bryan Derksen was the man who started it all off in March 2003 
with: 

In Australia, Technical and Further Education' or TAFE refers to 
institutions which offer a wide range of post-secondary education and 
training, generally in vocational fields (such as hospitality, tourism, 
construction, woodwork, secretarial skills, etc), often at a level of difficulty 
below that of a corresponding or related university course. 

After that is was smooth sailing, with the entry developing into quite a 
site with pages on individual Institutes, their locations, other related 
information... in my opinion its a better site all together then any of the 
official sites out there! 

What a great example of free and open development for TAFE. 

Here we are, the free and open crusaders, talking up wikis, blogs, RSS, 
tagging etc etc... and then, right under our noses is quite a good entry 
about TAFE, with some very interesting page development and author 
name history. 

How much do we love and cherish wikis and wikipedia? 
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Going all the way 

As you've probably guessed, I spend an immense amount of time 
online. Don't picture me at a desk in the wee hours of the morning 
though... I'm up and about, enjoying my wireless around the house, 
sometimes cooking while I type, sometimes watching a movie. I'm 
happy. 




But I still have the problem of my two dogs not liking me on the 
computer wherever it may be! They've developed a bit of an issue with 
me and my computer... I guess its the association they make between 
computer and no walk! 

So while I obsess over Internet things, in the corner of my eye are the 
pleading eyes begging me for a little attention, perhaps even a walk. 
Today, I could take it no more. "I want to be a good dog owner", I 
explain to them, "its just that I'm busy these days.." - excuses - Anyway, 
the relation this has with teaching and learning online is flexibility. Here I 
am, faced with approaching deadlines, golden links, and pleading 
dogs... 

I armed up my MP3 player with some educational discussions, printed 
out some readings (2 pages per sheet, double sided, draft ink), grabbed 
the lead and called "wanna go for a walk?" 
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While we eagerly walked to the local waterfall on Katoomba Creek, I 
listening to the audio discussions along the way. I used my other 
player/recorder to record myself whenever something struck me about 
what I was listening to - (yep, the money I saved NOT buying an iPod 
afforded me 2 MP3 player/recorders with change). And when we arrived 
I unleashed the dogs, press stop on the player, and started reading the 
print out. Every page or so, I'd get up and walk the dogs to the next 
landmark and sit down for the same. In the end the dogs and I were 
gone for more than 4 hours! 

They're sleeping now, totally bushed from all the running they were 
doing, and I haven't missed a beat on what I needed to be doing for that 
deadline. 
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ePortfolios. I don't get it! 

There's been a steady stream of talk around the idea of ePortfolios. I've 
been watching, interested in how the name alone is a good way to get 
people who are opposed to blogging, interested in what amounts to ... 
blogging! Amazing what a word can do. 

I know, I hear the chorus "ePortfolios are more than blogging", but I'd 
like to sing my version of that: "blogging is more than ePortfolios!" 

I just can't understand the persistent drive by so many in education to 
replicate the tools and opportunities that are already freely available on 
the open network. They'll bust a gut getting their IT support crew willing 
to get another server, bash their heads getting permission to install a 
system that will enable something like an ePortfolio, offer it up for 
teacher and/or student use, ignore the questions about student IP and 
life long holding of content (beyond the enrolled period), talk themselves 
into believing the system they have set up is a useful thing for staff and 
students, get thousands of dollars worth of PD training rolled out, run 
workshops for years on the use of their unpopular system, and 3 - 5 
years later die in a ditch protecting it against new innovations that 
threaten it. Does the LMS ring any bells here? 

The Internet (especially the web2 variety) has always been there, 
offering up a suite of tools for us to use, now, in the past, in the future, 
always. All we needed to do was spend a little time with it (out in the 
real world) understanding how it all worked, and come up with 
innovative uses for it in education. But instead we have spent millions 
trying to remodel the Internet into our classroom comfort zone, 
developing systems on a proprietary model, ignoring the opportunities 
to offer education to all, ignoring more serious issues like the local and 
global digital divide... We just don't need to be doing it any more! Think 
of all the places those millions could have been better spent! If only we 
had of realised. Will we ever? 

The Internet is my (and millions of other's) ePortfolio! I don't need a 
SharePoint, digital rights manager, learning object repository, learning 
management system! Put a Google search in for my name (or I might 
use an alias if I'm scared of that), check my blogs if you need some 
insight to that result, check my wikiCV for links to everything I want in 
my portfolio, check my OurMedia user name for stuff I've made, call me 
on Skype if you want to interview me, you know the list goes on. There 
are already so many options available for us to create and use 
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ePortfolios, why would we even consider using a school-folder-like 
ePortfolio system? Its like having to wear the school jacket for the 
school photo, just to make the school look good! Are we teachers 
asking people to do that again? We really have to get over it! 

The open network offers teachers a chance to make school learning 
relevant to the real world, and thus engaging and useful to students. 
Let's not spend another cent trying to replicate that opportunity into the 
limitations of an e-classroom mentality. Instead, lets spend what money 
we have left deconstructing and exiting this model - teaching teachers 
how to use the real world open network, how to achieve the safety and 
security they need with their students, how to join, create and exploit 
networks around the world, and how to embrace, recognise and assess 
the real folios of their students... not another cent on that old classroom, 
school uniform model! 



120 



TALO-2005 



Tagging for collaboration 
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When I find a site I like I save it to an online bookmark service 
called del icio us 

I can access my favourites from any network computer 

I can look at the favorites of other people who like what I like 

I can see how many people like my work 

Let's save my screencasting blog 114 to del icio u 

In this screen you can see my del. icio. us account where I am in 
the process of saving the screencasting blog 

There are fields I have filled out such as site URL and site 
description and then there is a tag word field 

The tag word field let's me add any number of key words that 
will help me recall the site later 

Below the fields is a long list of tag words that I have been 
using to help me organise everything and tag site's quickly 

114 http://screencasting.blogspot.com 
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I have saved the site with the tag words"screencasts" and 
"howto" 

In this screen we are looking at the page I have for the 
"screencasts" tag word 

Tag pages such as this generate an RSS feed 

Subscribing to the RSS of a tag page or a user's whole 
del.icio.us account is a good way to track other's research or 
the bookmarks of friends 

The small orange box graphic with the letters RSS is the link to 
the feed 
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Here is the RSS feed for the screencasts tag page 

All we need is the URL for this page. The code that you can see 
here is not necessary to know 

We take the URL for this page and use it to subscribe to any 
updates made to the screencasts tag page 

Whenever I add a new link to del.icio.us and tag it 
"screencasts" you will see it in your newsreader via the RSS 
feed 
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On this screen I am simply pasting the URL for the screencasts 
RSS feed into my newsreader 

Here I am using the free and web based newsreader Bloglines 

In the left column is the list of all the different feeds I subscribe 
to 

In the right column will display the contents of the feed once I 
have finished subscribing to the screencasts tag page 
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This is how it looks in Bloglines after I have finished processing 
the subscription 

In the right hand column is a display of all the links that have 
been added including their descriptions 

Here I am showing you the the feed for my entire del.icio.us 
account 

I subscribe to my own account because at the end of the week I 
like to review what links I have saved 

Also Bloglines tells me how many others are subscribed to my 
del.icio.us feed 
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Here we are back in my del.icio.us account but this time we are 
looking at an unusual tag word "austafe2005" 

This tag word refers to a recent conference I was asked to 
present at 

In my preparation for the presentation I went through all my 
past bookmarks and added this new tag word to anything that 
was useful to the presentation 

At the bottom of the right column that lists all the related tags is 
a link to a page that will list all the resources that everyone else 
has saved using the "austafe2005" tag 

Update: The view "all" option has been moved to the top right 
nav bar of del.icio.us since this screencast was made. 
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So now we are looking at the del.icio.us tag page for 
"austafe2005" 

This page is not just displaying what I have saved to the tag 
word, but what everyone else who uses del.icio.us has saved 
using the "austafe2005" tag 

Now "austafe2005" is a pretty unique tag word so I'm confident 
that no one but those I invite, are using it 

The presentation I was giving was with a number of other 
people so I asked them to tag their relevant bookmarks with 
"austafe2005" so we could see each other's resources on the 
generic del.icio.us/tag/austafe2005 page 
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Of course the del.icio.us tag page for all use of the tag word 
"austafe2005" generates an RSS feed 

I subscribed to the feed so that if any of my colleagues added a 
resource to the tag word I would see it in my newsreader 
without having to revisit the del.icio.us tag page 

This screen shows the feed being displayed in my bloglines 
newsreader 
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Here is the website for the presentation we gave 
(http://austafe.wikispaces.com) 

It is a wiki which means it is a site that my colleagues and I 
were able to edit and update at any time and from any network 
computer without needing the original files 

We wanted this site to also display our resources as we saved 
them to del.icio.us. This would of course save us time and 
handling in that we wouldn't have to manually add them to the 
wiki, they would add themselves thanks to the RSS feed! 
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Here is the RSS feed from the del.icio.us tag page for 
"austafe2005" displaying within our presentation wiki site 

We have set it to only display the latest 5 links from the feed 

Of course any web service that generates an RSS feed can be 
displayed like this 

We also saved pictures to the same "austafe2005" tag word in 
the picture saving service called flickr 

In the end our presentation site displayed the latest photos, 
blog posts, audio posts, mobile phone posts, and links all by 
using the austafe2005 tag feed from numerous services 
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Here's a close look at the text that was used to display these 
feeds inside our site 

As far as I know this text only works in the wikispaces.com 
service 

Note there are feeds for links, pictures, audio, and mobile 
phone uploads. It was a lot of fun 

Essentially what we had created was a way in which we could 
all collaboratively build a resource for the AusTAFE conference 
without having to neglect our normal daily routine with our 
blogs, web bookmarks, moblogs and podcasts 

By having this wiki set up like this it would simply capture what 
we were doing on a daily basis anyway, and present it in one 
location ready for our presentation 
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Here s a look at the Flickr photos page for "austafe2005" 

When each of us uploaded a picture from the conference we 
simply added the collaborative tag word along with what ever 
other tag words we were using and they would be grouped 
together on the one page and offered in a feed 

This Flickr page generates an RSS feed so each of us could 
monitor the additions to the page in our newreaders as well as 
have them sent out to the collaborative website 
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Today my colleagues and I are currently preparing a grant 
application using the same process 

We are situated all over the place so using a wiki to prepare the 
application is perfect 

We're also starting to share resources relevant to the 
application with another unique tag word feeding into the wiki 
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Digital literacy: how it affects 
teaching and learning 

A critique originally written for the Knowledge Tree 115 . 



Abstract 

This critique considers how digital literacy affects teaching practices in 
Australian education. Consideration is given to understandings of digital 
literacy, the impact of open source software and the place of content 
within the worldwide rapid publishing and networked learning revolution 
(Web 2.0). Participatory action research is suggested as an approach to 
developing awareness of new models for online learning, improving 
digital literacy skills and enabling networked learning practices in 
Australian education. 



Introduction 

The tone and direction of this critique will be determined by 
consideration of: 

• the tension between an understanding of literacy based on print 
traditions and an emerging understanding of literacy based on 
Information, Communications Technology (ICT), or digital 
literacy. 

• migration to free and open source software and courseware 
within the Australian education sector and the subsequent 
impact that may have on levels of digital literacy, including 
access and equity. 

• the influence that the 'content is king' period (1998 - 2004) has 
had on the collective thinking about online teaching and 
learning in Australia, and the impact it is having on networked 
learning possibilities 

• the broader picture of the Internet and the World Wide Web, 



115 http://www.flexiblelearning.net.au/knowledgetree/edition07/html/editorial.html 
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specifically concepts of Web 2.0 and the influence it may have 
on online teaching and learning practices 
• a proposal to initiate action research projects to investigate 
digital literacy and networked learning futures in Australian 
education. 



What is digital literacy 

It is commonly held that having an ability to read and write impacts 
considerably on a person's potential to communicate and learn. But 
how, and in what ways does a person's ability to read and write digitally, 
impact on that potential? Being able to access the Internet; find, 
manage and edit digital information; join in communications; and 
otherwise engage with an online information and communications 
network, are arguably aspects of what could be called 'digital literacy'. 

At present Australia measures literacy (consistent with International 
practice) based on '...how well people use material printed in English. 
Progression along this continuum was characterised by increased 
ability to 'process' information (for example to locate, integrate, match 
and generate information) and to draw correct inferences based on the 
information being used' (Australian Bureau of Statistics 1997: para. 13) 

Recent publications, looking at technological impacts on education, 
suggest that there are important forms of communicative literacies that 
go beyond text and print. 

Many students are entering their school or college with multiple 
literacies that go beyond text, and this trend will strengthen 
over the coming years. Educators will need to acknowledge 
and recognise these new literacies, and build upon and extend 
them. (Australian Capital Territory Department of Education and 
Training 2005:12) 

21st century literacy is the set of abilities and skills where aural, 
visual and digital literacy overlap. These include the ability to 
understand the power of images and sounds, to recognize and 
use that power, to manipulate and transform digital media, to 
distribute them pervasively, and to easily adapt them to new 
forms. (New Media Consortium 2005:2) 

Clearly there is an emerging belief that a person's ability to 'process' 
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digital information is an important factor in the consideration of literacy. 
What then is the new scope for measuring literacy if we accept that 
information and communication technologies are affecting people's 
ability '...to locate, integrate, match and generate information' (ABS 
1997:para.13) 

Issues affecting digital literacy in Australian education 

Digital technologies and networked communications are still very much 
in flux. Past, present and future changes in protocols, standards, 
operating systems and software platforms, not to mention market and 
policy directions, have, and will inevitably, change radically, impacting 
on people's motivation to sustain effective digital literacy. 

The following are four major issues affecting the development of digital 
literacy in Australian education. 

The adoption of Free and Open Source (desktop 
application) software in Australian education 

While the use of proprietary desktop software is still very prevalent in 
Australian educational organisations, there has been a notable shift by 
government organisations around the world to acknowledge the 
financial savings and ICT (Information Communications Technology) 
capacity building benefits that free and open source software (FOSS) 
offers. The United Nations Education, Social and Cultural Organisation 
(UNESCO) has been documenting this shift around the world, including 
the eagerly awaited report from the British Educational Communications 
and Technology Agency (BECTA) which found that schools using 
FOSS spent between 20-60 percent less on ICTs than non-FOSS-using 
schools (BECTA 2005:4) 

Australia has produced its share of publications looking at the use of FOSS in 
the education sector with earlier work stating that '...the use of open source 
software across Australian schools and sectors tends to be idiosyncratic and 
piecemeal rather than coordinated' (Moyle 2003:30). 

Since then there has been an increase in the use of FOSS in Australian 
education. 

The Northern Territory Department of Employment, Education and 
Training has adopted Linux and other FOSS, and there have been 
numerous incidents elsewhere in Australia of a migration to FOSS 
server applications, such as the course management system Moodle 
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(as used by the Education Network Australia). In the case of the 
Northern Territory's adoption of Linux and other FOSS applications, the 
following figures were reported to the Open Source Industry Australia. 

The decision to use Linux and OSS saved the Northern 
Territory Department of Employment, Education and Training 
$1M in the first year, and allowed it to put 1000 more 
workstations into schools (OSIA 2004:para. 1). 



Regarding FOSS uptake in Australia/NZ schools, Moyle in a later paper 
states: 

Schools around Australia and New Zealand are experimenting 
with and deploying open source software in a range of different 
ways. Although there are no formal measures available, it 
seems from anecdotal evidence that this use is growing (Moyle 
2004:14). 

Financial savings and long term IT capacity improvement - through the 
use of FOSS, open standards and more versatile desktop applications - 
has been shown to be considerable at an organisational and 
departmental level (BECTA 2005). But what of the benefits to individual 
staff, students and subsequently the Australian population? Case 
studies of educational organisations in other countries that have 
attempted to migrate from proprietary to FOSS desktops have strongly 
indicated that there are substantial challenges - mostly to do with staff 
and older students being accustomed to the proprietary desktop setup 
supported by community tolerance for pirated software (Reijswoud and 
Mulo, 2004). 

If Australian educational organisations developed more supportive 
FOSS capabilities, then an individual's option to use desktop FOSS 
applications and operating systems on their home computers would 
become a more viable consideration, as their choice to do so would not 
mean compromising interoperability with the school or college system. 
By the organisation offering that option and supporting it with 
educational opportunities, an individual is free to make a choice and to 
personally save money in licensing fees by transforming their home 
usage customs to FOSS applications. Opening such an opportunity, 
within a supportive educational environment, translates into a 
substantial access, equity and digital literacy investment by the 
educational organisation. This of course begins to address another 
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issue - the pirating of software by staff and students within the 
organisation who are trying to remain compatible to the organisation's 
choices in software. With appropriate levels of encouragement and 
support from the organisation, the long term benefits of FOSS at an 
organisation and departmental level could be foreseeable, through the 
gradual development of skills and digital literacy amongst staff and 
students in the use of a broader range of applications, such as desktop 
FOSS. 

While the shift in thinking around the world towards the use of FOSS is 
notable, and the benefits to education are measurable, sadly, it has 
been difficult to access information on strategic approaches to FOSS in 
the various State and Federal Departments of Australian education. 
Very few examples were found of policy-enabled support for training 
and professional development within Australian schools and colleges on 
the use of desktop FOSS and other open standards based alternatives. 
Given this apparent lack of Departmental support or direct financial 
incentive for schools and colleges to use FOSS, teacher training and 
professional development programs within educational organisations 
are likely to continue their ICT training strategies based on proprietary 
desktop software such as Microsoft Windows operating system and 
Office Suite. Broadening the scope of the organisation's software 
training and support capacity beyond the current limitations of the 
closed standards and restrictive document formats of the proprietary 
software model - to include desktop FOSS applications - would 
inevitably broaden the digital literacy of staff and students, including 
their awareness of global access and equity issues, not to mention 
alternatives to commercial and/or pirated software. 

The 'content is king' era in Australian education 

As is indicated by the Australian Capital Territory's Department of 
Education and Training (ACT DET 2005) recent report on emerging 
technologies, there is still a big focus at a Departmental level on content 
centric models of online teaching and learning in Australia. While the 
ACT DETs report acknowledges some of the newer models for online 
learning briefly covered in this critique and otherwise known as 
networked learning, connectivism, or eLearning 2, a great deal of ACT 
DET's phenomenal report focuses on what might be termed eLearning 
1 - the content centralised, closed, learning object model to online 
learning. 

Departments and organisations have invested staggering amounts of 
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money in this model. NSW's TAFE Connect project, Australian Flexible 
Learning Framework's Toolboxes, and the Le@rning Federation's 
Online Curriculum are examples of large scale investment in such a 
model. Much of the content produced has been designed to work within 
and theoretically across a number of Learning Management Systems 
(LMS), spawning further content related projects such as research into 
reusable learning objects, digital [copyjrights management, and meta 
data tagging. It remains to be seen if these investments are of benefit to 
teachers and learners, in fact it was argued as early as 2001 by Andrew 
Odlyzko and also David Wiley, and by others more precisely since 
(Blackall, Downes, Farmer, Hotrum, Parkins, Seimens, 2004-5), that the 
LMS, content centric model is not beneficial to teachers and learners, or 
an effective strategy for online teaching and learning. 

Downes spoke about an inevitable shift away from closed- 
content/centralised/managed learning, to a more 
open/decentralised/individual model, based on trends in open network 
Internet usage. Downes used the emergence of the Web 2 
phenomenon to illustrate this alternative, demonstrating the 
interoperability of open network services and arguing that it makes very 
little sense to remain with the content centric and firewall protected 
model, and that we need to instead embrace more open, distributed 
and networked learning models (Downes 2005). 

This shift in thinking from a content centralised model to a dispersed 
networked model is certain to generate tension not only between 
teachers and their departments, but between teachers and students. 
The differences and power shifts between the two models are deep, 
some (lllich:1970:para.3, Seimens:2004, Downes:2004) would even 
suggest that we are waiting for a paradigm shift in educational ideology. 

The likely shift away from centralised models to decentralised 
networked models will necessitate a more independent level of digital 
literacy among teachers and learners. Educational organisations may 
have to consider more substantial initial investments in broad scoped 
literacy programs to lift the level of digital literacy, something that could 
perhaps be paid for by a reduction in content creation and an increase 
in the use of FOSS. 

Web 2 and world wide networked learning. 

Never before has it been easier to create and publish digital media to 
the Internet. Not only is it easier, but it is conceivably free, so long as a 
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person has access to a networked device. No longer does a person 
need to know complex html coding, ftp, or how to manage servers etc. 
Thanks to a myriad of free web based services, a person can create, 
publish and manage their own content without the need to employ 
experts or use complex software. This revolution in online 
communications has triggered an explosion of content creation, much of 
it licensed to Creative Commons (Linksvayer: 2005) - resulting in a vast 
range of digital content created by popular participation online, freely 
available for reuse under Creative Commons Licenses, and ever 
evolving. This change in the nature of information, communication and 
knowledge has been dubbed Web 2.0 (Boyd:2005). It signifies a 
fundamental change in the nature of the Internet, content ownership, 
and information dissemination. 

The visionary Cluetrain manifesto recognised this change as early as 
1999 when speaking of markets in the broadest possible sense: 

Networked markets are beginning to self-organize faster than the companies 
that have traditionally served them. Thanks to the web, markets are becoming 
better informed, smarter, and more demanding of qualities missing from most 
business organizations. (Cluetrain Manifesto 1999: para. 1) 

Educational organisations in Australia (redefining themselves more and 
more, for better or for worse, as business organisations) are struggling 
to position themselves in the Web 2 era. Arguably their heavy 
investment in the proprietary based, content centric model, typified by 
the LMS, has made it extremely difficult for organisations to make the 
change, largely because networked learning does not require such an 
investment. 

As Harold Jarche put it when he joined the online discussion between 
leading educational bloggers on the concept of 'Small Pieces Loosely 
Joined' (distributed networked learning), and echoing the concerns of 
earlier writers (Odlyzko, Wiley: 2001 & Downes: 2004): 

This is still a difficult message to get past many educational institutions and 
training organisations. You don't have to spend a lot on the technology. You 
need to focus on getting the people and processes aligned so that learning 
happens. Save the money that you would spend on an LCMS and put it into the 
time to let people develop processes that work for their unique contexts. 
(Jarche 2005: para 4) 

In Australia we have the opportunity to look to the concerns of North 
America, and prepare ourselves for the issues they face now, with the 
view that we will face similar issues when our population acquires a 
similar quality of online access and experience. 
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Many schools and teachers have not yet recognized — much less 
responded to — the new ways students communicate and access 
information over the Internet. Students report that there is a substantial 
disconnect between how they use the Internet for school and how they 
use the Internet during the school day and under teacher direction. For 
the most part, students' educational use of the Internet occurs outside 
of the school day, outside of the school building, outside the direction of 
their teachers (Levin Arafeh Lenhart & Rainie 2002: para 3). 

Australian educational Departments and organisations, as do other 
sectors affected by the changes in media and communications, need to 
start accepting that there are considerable cultural changes taking place 
around them that are affecting the fundamental understandings with 
which they operate. Educational departments and organisations would 
do well to begin implementing exit strategies from previous content 
centric models of online learning (Morrison:2004), and start investing in 
digital literacy programs and sustained participatory research. The goal 
should be to set in motion a continuous and sustainable development 
cycle focused on flexible models of online teaching and learning: 
models that embrace FOSS, Web 2, and open/distributed/networked 
learning. 

A proposal for a participatory action research approach 
to developing better digital literacy skills and 
awareness of new models for online learning in 
Australian education 

The New Media Consortium (2005) outlined 5 strategic priorities for 
creating change to enable 21st Century literacies: 

1 . Develop a Strategic Research Agenda 

2. Raise Awareness & Visibility of the Field 

3. Make Tools for Creating & Experiencing New Media Broadly 
Available 

4. Empower Teachers with 21st Century Literacy Skills 

5. Work as a Community 

(New Media Consortium 2005: p13) 

Action research could possibly be the most productive research and 
action methodology with which educational departments and 
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organisations may improve the digital literacy in their communities while 
at the same time addressing the broader points outlined by the New 
Media Consortium. Investment in action research projects would offer 
incentives communities (including students, parents and citizens) and 
educational organisations (including teachers, managers and 
administrators) to work together, on an equal footing, towards 
identifying and continually maintaining their collective digital literacy. 

The Wikipedia has a comprehensive, but more importantly, the most 
participatory source of information about action research - including a 
quote by Wadsworth (1998) explaining the methodology. 

Participatory Action Research (PAR) is research which involves 
all relevant parties in actively examining together current action 
(which they experience as problematic) in order to change and 
improve it. They do this by critically reflecting on the historical, 
political, cultural, economic, geographic and other contexts 
which make sense of it. . . . Participatory action research is not 
just research which we hope will be followed by action! It is 
action which is researched, changed and re-researched, within 
the research process by participants. Nor is it simply an exotic 
variant of consultation. Instead, it aims to be active co- 
research, by and for those to be helped. Nor can it be used by 
one group of people to get another group of people to do what 
is thought best for them - whether that is to implement a central 
policy or an organisational or service change. Instead it tries to 
be a genuinely democratic or non-coercive process whereby 
those to be helped, determine the purposes and outcomes of 
their own inquiry. 

(Wikipedia PAR, 2005: para 2, citing Wadsworth 1998:para. 33) 

At first it may appear that action research approaches differ little from 
current professional development opportunities offered by organisations 
like the Australian Flexible Learning Framework (AFLF). But there are 
key aspects that are different. 

• The explicit aim to engage all stakeholders, especially students, 
in describing the problems. 

• Asking those stakeholders to research the problem and 
propose solutions. 

• Empowering those stakeholders to carry out their plans. 

• Repeating the cycle, reflecting on lessons learned and 
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publishing the research. 

Remodeling programs like the AFLF's professional development, 
networking and research programs such as LearnScope, into broader 
scoped, longer termed, participatory action research projects, may yield 
interesting results in the area of digital literacy within Australian 
education. Suggested seed projects might include: 

• an Australian version of Levin, Arafeh, Lenhart & Rainie's 
Research (2002) Digital Disconnect - The widening gap 
between internet savvy students and their schools. 

• a look at Doug Brent's (2005) notion of Teaching as 
performance in the electronic classroom. 

' Research into the idea of generation and digital literacy, 
modeled on Konrad Glogowski's (2005) Digital Pioneers. 

• a look at self directed learning in Australia and the capacity for 
institutional recognition. 

Essentially the idea of participatory action research in Australian 
education is not new and has been practiced in the form of Parents & 
Citizens Associations at most schools, student councils and business 
and industry relations, and in teacher development. This is a proposal 
to renew and continue such forms of public participation in public 
education on an equal and engaged footing, in a process of 
participatory action research. 

Conclusion: 

Digital media and Internet connectivity continue to offer significant 
opportunities for learning and so a new form of literacy is becoming 
increasingly important in Australian society. Educational organisations 
need to be able to respond to current and future literacy needs in their 
communities, and be in a position to both recognise and take advantage 
of the new opportunities for learning. As information and 
communications technologies continue to develop, at times changing 
radically, educational organisations need to be flexible and sustainable 
in their approach to these technologies. Flexibility and sustainability can 
be achieved through community wide participation in ongoing action 
research, enhanced by the educational organisation's support for a 
wider range of software and hardware - afforded by free and open 
source software, and through encouragement to engage with open and 
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internationally networked communications and information exchange. 
Centralising information and communications on the other hand, around 
proprietary based, singular and closed systems, limits the organisations 
ability to develop widely applicable literacy, and therefore flexibility and 
capacity to change. Web 2 and networked learning models offer an 
opportunity for the educational organisation to move away from 
unsustainable content centric and proprietary models of online learning, 
and begin to develop, on a participatory action research level, more 
widely applicable literacies in the community. 

Useful Links 

The Action Learning Action Research and Process Management 
Association (ALARPM Inc.) regularly publishes the Action Learning and 
Action Research (ALAR) journal. Back issues are available online at 
http://www.alarpm.org.au 

Australian writers on PAR include Nita Cherry, Karen Malone, Ernie 
Stringer, Jan Ritchie, Stephen Kemmmis, Richard McTaggart and 
Ortrun Zuber-Skerrit. 

References 

ACT Department of Education and Training, 2005, 'Emerging Technologies - a framework 
for thinking', Education.au. Retrieved September 2005. 
http://www.det.act.gov.au/publicat/pdf/emergingtechnologies.pdf 

Australian Bureau of Statistics, 1997, (last updated 18 March 2005), '4228.0 Aspects of 
Literacy: Assessed Literacy Skills', Austats, Retrieved September 2005. 
http://www.abs.qov.au/Ausstats/abs(5)..nsf/0/887AE32D628DC922CA2568A900139365?O 
pen 

BECTA, 2005, 'Open Source Software in Schools - A study of the spectrum of use and 
related ICT infrastructure costs', Retrieved September 2005. 

http://www.becta.org.uk/corporate/publications/documents/BEC5606_Full_report18.pdf 

Blackall, L. 2005, 'Early film, early Internet, early days', Teach and Learn Online, 
Retrieved July 2005. http://teachandlearnonline.blogspot.com/2005/07/early-film-early- 
internet-earlv-davs.html 

Boyd, D. 2005, 'Why Web 2.0 matters: Preparing for glocalization', apophenia :: making 
connections where none previously existed, Retrieved September 
2005. http://www.zephoria.org/thoughts/archives/2005/09/05/why_web20_matte.html 

Brent, D. 2005, 'Teaching as Performance in the Electronic Classroom', First Monday 
Volume 10, Number 4, Retrieved September 2005. 
http://www.firstmonday.org/issues/issue10_4/brent/ 



145 



TALO-2005 



Downes, S. 2005, 'What eLearning 2 means to you', OLDaily Audio, audio recording of a 
talk given to the Transitions in Advanced Learning Conference in Ottawa, Retrieved 
September 2005. http://www.downes.ca/files/audio/what_el2_means.mp3 

Downes, S. 2004, 'The Buntine Oration', Stephen's Web, Text of the Buntine Oration, 
delivered to the at the CRLF College of Educators and the Australian Council Educational 
Leaders conference in Perth, Australia. Retrieved September 2005. 
http://www. downes. ca/cgi-bin/page.cgi?db=post&q=crdate=1 09729231 0&format=full 

Farmer, J. 2004, 'Beyond the LMS', IncSub, Retrieved September 2005. 
http://incsub.org/blog/index. php?p=75 

Glogowski, K. 2005, 'Some of us are digital pioneers', Blog of Proximal Development, 
Retrieved August 2005. http://www.teachandlearn.ca/blog/2005/08/01/literacy-in-the- 
digital-age-part-ii/ 

Hotrum, M. 2005, 'Breaking down the LMS wall', International Review of Research in 

Open and Distance Learning, Retrieved March 2005. 

http://www.irrodl.Org/content/v6.1/technote44.html 

lllich, I. 1970, 'Deschooling Society', Ecotopia, Retrieved September 2005. 

http://www.ecotopia.com/webpress/deschooling.htm 

Jarche, H. 2005, 'Small (learning) pieces loosely joined', Jarche Consulting, Retrieved 
September 2005. http://www.jarche.com/node/584 

Levin, D. Arafeh, S. Lenhart, A & Rainie, L, 2002, 'The digital disconnect: The widening 
gap between Internet savvy students and their schools', PE\N /Internet American Life 
Project, Retrieved September 2005. http://www.pewinternet.org/report_display. asp?r=67 

Linksvayer, M. 2005, '53 Million pages licensed', Creative Commons Weblog, Retrieved 
September 2005. http://creativecommons.org/weblog/entry/5579 

Locke, C. & Searls, D. & Weinberger, D. 1999, 'The Cluetrain Manifesto', Cluetrain.com, 
Retrieved September 2005. http://www.cluetrain.com/ 

Morrison, D. 2005 'Elearning frameworks and tools: Is it too late? - The director's cut', 
Auricle, Retrieved December 2004. 

http://www.bath.ac.uk/dacs/cdntl/pMachine/morriblog more.php?id=315 0 4 0 M 

Moyle, K. 2003, 'Open source software and Australian school education - an introduction', 
Education.au, Retrieved September 2005. 
http://www.educationau.edu.au/papers/open_source.pdf 

Moyle, K. 2004, 'What Place Does Open Source Software Have In Australian And New 
Zealand Schools' and Jurisdictions' ICT Portfolios? Total cost of ownership and 

open source software', Education.au, Department of Education and Children's Services 
South Australia. Retrieved September 2005. 
http://www.educationau.edu.au/research/total_cost_op.pdf 

Odlyzko, A. 2001, 'Content is Not King', First Monday Volume 6, Number 2, Retrieved 
September 2005. http://www.firstmonday.org/issues/issue6_2/odlyzko/ 

OSIA, 2004, 'Northern Territory Department of Education Selects Linux and IBM', 



146 



TALO-2005 



Retrieved September 2005. 

http://www.osia.net.au/open_source_resources/open_source_in_education/use_of_linux_i 
n_schools_in_the_northern_territory 

Parkins, G. 2004, 'E-Learning Adventures Beyond the LMS', Parkin's Lot, Retrieved 
September 2005. http://parkinslot.blogspot.eom/2004/1 1/e-learning-adventures-beyond- 
lms.html 

Reijswoud, V & Mulo, E, 'OSS for development myth or reality? The case of a university in 
Uganda' Globaledevelopment.org, East African Center for Open Source. Retrieved 
September 2005. http://www.globaledevelopment.org/Finland%2014-2-05.pdf 

Seimens, G. 2004, 'Learning Management Systems: the wrong place to start learning', 
eLearnspace.org, Retrieved September 2005. 
http://www.elearnspace.org/Articles/lms.htm 

Siemens, G. 2004, 'Connectivism: A learning theory for the digital age', eLearnspace, 
Retrieved June 2005. http://www.elearnspace.org/Articles/connectivism.htm 

The New Media Consortium, 2005, 'A Global Imperative - the report of the 21st century 
literacy summit', Retrieved September 2005. 
http://www.newmediacenter.org/pdf/Global lmperative.pdf 

UNESCO Communications and Information Sector - Free Software Portal, 2005, Articles 
and Reports', http://www.unesco.org/webworld/portal freesoft/lnformation/Articles- 
Reports/ 

Wadsworth, Y. 1998, 'What is Participatory Action Research?' Southern Cross University, 
Graduate School of Management, Retrieved September 2005. 
http://www.scu.edu.au/schools/gcm/ar/ari/p-ywadsworth98.html 

Wikipedia. 2005, 'Participatory Action Research', Wikipedia, Retrieved September 2005. 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Participatory_Action_Research 

Wiley, D. 2001, 'Reusability Paradox', originally written and hosted for the Utah State 
University. Retrieved September 2005 via the Internet Archive's WayBack Machine. 
http://web.archive.Org/web/20041019162710/http://rclt.usu.edu/whitepapers/paradox.html 



147 



TALO-2005 

Emerging Technologies - A framework for 
thinking all right! 

Sean FitzGerald 116 (my news aggregator with a heart beat) recently 
made notice to the TALO egroup a rather important document by 
Education.au for the ACT DET - Emerging Technologies - A framework 
for thinking 117 . 

This is a hefty document that couldn't have come at a better time for me 
as I sweat it out over an article I'm writing about digital network 
literacies. The ACT's document starts off pretty good actually with the 
exec summary stating: 

Positioning the ACT DET to take advantage of emerging technologies will 
require acknowledgement of the need for cultural change and processes 
to support and manage it. Students today are 'native speakers' of the 
digital language of computers, video games and the Internet. Many 
devices described in this report are banned by schools. A shift in culture 
is crucial to ensure that students' uses of these devices are embraced as 
educational opportunities and that they become tools of the trade, rather 
than be considered contraband. 

Many students are entering their school or college with multiple literacies 
that go beyond text, and this trend will strengthen over the coming years. 
Educators will need to acknowledge and recognise these new literacies, 
and build upon and extend them. 

The success of such an approach will require that teachers/tutors have 
access to professional development opportunities to develop confidence 
in the use of educational technology, as well as informal support 
environments of peers. 

... Use of emerging technologies, delivery devices and new methods of 
content distribution will require a flexible, simple and open digital rights 
management (DRM) regime that enables and supports sharing and 
exchange of content rather than blocking or limiting it. Cross-jurisdictional 
agreements on rights arrangements and trusted services agreements are 
precursors of content and data sharing across systems. 

Jeez I could quote the whole summary really! It goes on to talk about 
open source software, web services, budget realities, repository based 
sharability (o-ho!), Wireless futures, and even a dot point list of "high 
level business requirements". 



1 1 6 http://seanfitz.wikispaces.com/ 

1 1 7 http://www.det.act.gov.au/publicat/pdf/emergingtechnologies.pdf 
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The 110 page document is very informative, but written in a tone where 
action strategies could be left very much open to interpretation. It 
speaks the old language of content management, repositories and 
digital rights management, but refers to newer models of openness and 
network engaged... 

While I can understand why the document has this tone (it was written 
by multiple authors in Education.au for the ACT DET after all) it is the 
room for interpretations by the broader readership I worry about. Will 
those who are well entrenched with closed, proprietary, top down, 
content centric models hear only the words that support their model, 
and ignore the newer words about open source, open networks, student 
and teacher empowerment, cultural change etc? I guess that's where 
us on the ground come in. This document gives our efforts more 
credibility I suppose. Opening just a few more doors for the ideas of 
change. 

Section 5. The environmental context for emerging technologies, is 

the more interesting section for me: 

The implementation and use of technology cannot be divorced from its 
environment, that is, the governance and security; political and legal; 
social and cultural; educational and technology environments that are 
already in place. 

being someone who likes to think he keeps track of emerging 
technologies (enough to get by at least), its the educational, cultural and 
social context in which it comes into being that perplexes me to 
frustration. This document helps me to clarify my understanding of it by 
looking at: 

Security - stating that a balance needs to be found between rights and 
freedoms, and access control and security. The document makes an 
interesting point on security with regard to portable devices and 
wireless connectivity... 

My thinking on security tends towards a model where all content and 
records that should be held and passed securely be done so at a 
security level different to content that is needed for educational reasons. 
When it comes to Internet access for educational purposes, I think it is 
simpler to provide open access free from liability than it is to try and 
filter usage to 'appropriate levels'. In cases of child protection, I think a 
teacher should have the power to turn on and off filtering services 
depending on the nature of the class they are working with. 



149 



TALO-2005 



Policy - The usual encouragement for the people to get involved! 

Digital Rights and Intellectual property - the big nasty! I was very 
pleased to see that straight off the bat, the Creative Commons licenses 
get mentioned. The report describes CC in some length then goes on to 
mention that the complexity of the current pre-CC system is causing 
frustration among teachers, implying that CC simplifies all that. That's 
great, and confirms my belief that the CC licenses are the most 
appropriate tools for managing public educational content and helping 
to simplify things for teachers. The big and unresolved issue of the use 
and misuse of licensed software gets a mention also. 

Equity and Access - Acknowledging that ICTs could inflame social 
divides, the report recommends that: 

The education system needs to recognise the learning skills that students 
have developed in their media-rich out-of-school environment, and learn 
to build upon the capability of the community. Schools have always done 
this with extra-curricular activities such as music and sport. 

While I think its interesting to look at ICTs as an extra-curricular activity, 
I think its a little reckless to believe that people already have the 
opportunity to access ICTs out of school (be it at home or at a public 
venue of some sort). I don't think this does enough to take into account 
the various other things that prevent access such as distance, 
community cultural support and attitudes, not to mention the idea that 
library services apparently offer ICT services anywhere near what is 
required... maybe in Canberra they do, but not where I'm sitting! 

Cultural change (students)- While the intention may be there, the 
report makes the mistake of referencing Prensky's idea of digital 
immigrant and native. Prensky is a North American, and someone who I 
think is familiar with a particular class of North American. Australia and 
its class structures are a different matter, and I don't think Prensky's 
ideas work here. I'd sooner acknowledge Australian cultural stereotypes 
of laid back, sport loving, outdoor freaks as something that is preventing 
effective uptake of ICTs in Australia... 

But I think the intentions of the report are sound - to argue for a need for 
cultural change within our educational organisations to embrace ICTs. 
Can't argue with that! And perhaps Prensky's ideas will be more the 
case here in 5 years anyway. Start our cultural change now, and we'll 
have a bloody good education system by then, ready for the Australian 
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digital natives to come through... 

Cultural change (educational community) - They get networked 
learning!: 

Through the communications capabilities of emerging technologies, 
education communities extend beyond the institution's grounds into 
parent communities, the general community, into industry, libraries, 
museums, and the global community. 

Cultural change (teachers) - Calls for the need for more sustained 
professional development opportunities, but I think there is a cultural 
change needed within PD units! I think PD units would do well to stop 
focusing so much on sponsored proprietary based software training and 
start training teachers in more general digital and network skills such as 
file formats, file size manipulation, better searching, better resource 
management... in short balancing all the proprietary training already 
done with free and open software alternatives would help! 

Cultural change (leaders) - Another one that is too brief. Leaders need 
to start using ICTs beyond email as well! Its one thing to reward 
teachers for experimenting with new practices with ICTs, but to leave it 
at that is a cop out. Unless managers and directors are actually using 
ICTs more effectively themselves how are they going to relate to the 
new practices and comprehend truly innovative work? Also, giving 
teachers the freedom to install software, would go a long way towards 
an innovative ICT environment. 

moving right along.. 

Open source software - Its great to see open source software getting 
a plug, but only in the sense of the reduced license costs. The authors 
neglected to mention the potential increase in capacity the sector 
(especially in the ACT) might gain in being able to work with source 
code... they make a scary reference to open source for 'ePortfolios' - 
why I dunno, they could have found a better example. Sounds to me 
like the authors are not too experienced with desktop open source 
applications... I wonder if they've ever used Open Office, Linux, or 
GIMP? They need to make a distinction between desktop applications 
and server applications by the looks. Where's the reference to the Asia- 
Pacific Development Information Program e-Primer on free and open 
source in education 118 ?? I know you can't have them all, but not having 



1 1 8 http://www.iosn.net/education/foss-education-primer/ 
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this one is a big oversight in my view! 
Emerging Technologies Section 

Things are starting to look not so great for this report. There's a very 
odd depiction of the concept 'web services' with quite an alarming 
illustration of how the authors see the whole eLearning thing 
interweaving. Their view is that the Internet feeds into 'trusted' sources 
like EdNA, TLF, and VLORN? those trusted orgs then produce web 
services (my guess is that it is content filtered and sorted for delivery to 
the deliverer... the deliverer then coughs it up based on their curriculum 
- the learners interface with delivery devices with no connection to a 
broader network! Some sort of crazy top down reenactment of the 
classroom by the looks! 

I now have a very bad taste in my mouth about this. This paper could 
be the wolf in sheep's clothing that I worry about. Embracing the new 
ideas of open networked learning and making them fit into old models of 
content management and delivery. No mention of connectivism, real life 
learning, or engagement... please God let it come good again... 

I skipped everything about standards as I could see it being related to 
sharable learning object concepts and repositories. For me its simple - if 
its digital, licensed creative commons, and has a URL that can be linked 
directly to, then I can reuse it... a real world, sharable learning object. 
As for sequencing the 'object' it'll always be up to the learner or the 
teacher in what ever context they are needing it in. 

The section on technical infrastructure is great! Very informative 
towards wireless technologies and the things needing consideration. 
Even power line access gets in which shows the author is really onto it I 
reckon. It gives a big list of case studies of educational orgainsations 
around the world experimenting with wireless, making a firm point that 
wireless is the future. Sadly, free community wireless initiatives 119 didn't 
get a mention. 

The part about Web-based Administrative Tools and Applications 
Infrastructure freaks me out for reasons I've already expressed here 
and in the past (centralisation, control, monolithic etc). 

For example the bit about LMSs starts out with a very strange sentence: 



1 1 9 http://del.icio.us/leighblackall/freewireless 
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The delivery of quality e-learning programs from a technology perspective 
relies on effective Learning Management System (LMSs) software 
applications. 

"from a technology perspective" - does that strike anyone else as odd? 
Isn't focusing on the technology in eLearning a proven mistake by now? 

Then there's this: 

Many of our educational activities in future will take place within virtual 
classrooms, also known as virtual learning environments. 

Hell, I've almost lost motivation to read on! There's stuff about 
ePortfolios - 1 don't get ePortfolios at all! Talk about reinventing wheels! 

I'm going to stop picking out all the bad stuff and skip to the good stuff. I 
must keep positive... I must keep... 

The stuff about Personalisation looks interesting. They reference 
personal start pages like MyYahoo. Sean FitzGerald 120 has some ideas 
forming about personalisation of the interface between education and 
life... 

I have to take a break, as I can see there's stuff still worth reading in 
here... need to go feed myself and get a fresh head and find the 
motivation to read on for the goods. What a big document! Too big 
perhaps? Take out all the old guff about LMSes and sharable learning 
objects and we'd have a readable document I reckon. Spose its good to 
be exposed to it though, within the concepts I object to are problems 
and ideas that could work well in other contexts... 



120 http://seanfitz.wikispaces.org 
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Lawsuit forces Web2 learning strategies 

Hardly surprising news, but very significant in my view. The FLOSSE 
blog in Finland 121 points to a student from Capella University filing a 
lawsuit against the university for its use of an LMS (WebCT) that the 
student believes to be inaccessible and therefore discriminatory... 

Of the student who filed the lawsuit, Jeffrey La Marca, says ... 

He took courses from Capella as part of a master's program in 
information-technology-system design. After he completed one quarter at 
the university, in 2004, the administration installed a new software 
system, made by WebCT, for managing online courses. Mr. La Marca 
says he found the new setup confusing and difficult to work with. "It was 
just a navigational nightmare, " he says. "It made it impossible for me to 
study. " 

Before the switch, he says, he received A' s in the two courses he 
completed. With the new software in place, he says, he had trouble doing 
his assignments. 

"I have a lot of educational experience, and I have never seen anything 
like this, " says Mr. La Marca, a California resident who had already 
earned a master's degree in education - taking traditional courses rather 
than online ones - from California State University at San Bernardino. 
"Something needs to be done immediately about the accessibility to 
online courses. " 

Surely it is only a matter of time before the same activism happens here 
in Australia. Many of us have argued till blue in the face that Learning 
Management Systems are unusable and inaccessible, and place 
unnecessary pressure on a student. 

When I did my DipEd at Uni of Newcastle a few years ago, at least half 
my time at the computer labs was spent trying to help my classmates 
get their head around the LMS. The LMS being used there was 
Blackboard. About 3 people in that class of around 15 - 20 I reckon 
dropped out because of the LMS! I believe it had a lot to do with just not 
being able to handle the LMS on top of everything else about 
orientating into a uni course, and so not being able to keep up with the 
very demanding 1 year course. The LMS was adding (unnecessarily) 
extra pressure! 

So, what's the alternative? Open network learning of course! While 



121 http://flosse.dicole.org/ 
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there is still a technological hurdle for students to get over, it is more 
gentle - and what they learn this way can help them learn anywhere! 
The LMS model, where each institute is using a different platform to the 
other, does very little towards empowering the student to take control of 
their own learning. 

Here's what I plan to do with my students next term. 

1 . Collect emails, fax numbers and mobile phone numbers from 
the students. 

2. Explain the open and public communication strategy I intend to 
use, suggest ways to maintain privacy by using an alias. Get 
each student to nominate all or some of these contact details to 
communicate with about the course. 

3. Set up an email group, an SMS mailing list, and a fax list. 

4. Set up a course blog, and set it to send me an email everytime I 
post notes and resources. 

5. Using both the audio post feature and the text editor, announce 
on the blog the first lesson as a face to face orientation day, 
forward it from my email to the eGroup, use the SMS list to 
announce the headline and blog link, and group fax the post to 
those who rely on fax. Maybe I'll even do a snail mail out seeing 
as its the first and most important communication. 

6. On the f2f day get feedback on the communication method and 
make sure everyone understands how the eGroup 
communication works. Show them the course blog and 
demonstrate how each week's resources will be available in 
both audio and text (plus what ever media happens to be used 
each week - loaded to ourmedia.org). Explain how each week's 
blog post will be forwarded to the eGroup, with headlines to 
SMS, and fax if need be. 

7. Assist each student in setting up their own blog/learning journal 
to keep their own notes, links and pictures. Show how to audio 
and moblog. 

8. In the next week - subscribe the eGroup and each student blog 
to my Bloglines, and set up a Del.icio.us tag for the class, 
adding its feed to my bloglines as well. 

9. Post to the course blog the public Bloglines for the class and 
del.icio.us tag page, and announce the next face to face lesson. 
Forward to eGroup, SMS and fax. 

10. At the next face to face, review the course blog, and the 
workings of the eGroup (and student emails), SMS and fax; 
review the use of student blogs; introduce the Del.icio.us tag 
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page and explain how Del.icio.us can be used to save good 
links and build a class resource; Have each student set up a 
Del.icio.us account and save their blog to the class tag; Demo 
how Del.icio.us can be used to find good links and have each 
student find a good link to add to the class tag; Demo how RSS 
works into Bloglines and have each student set up a bloglines 
account and subscribe to each other's blogs and the class 
delicious tag resource. Demonstrate again how bloglines can 
be used to track each other's work. (BTW each class session 
goes for 3 hours in case you were worried) 
1 1 .2 classes later [comment: this class runs 3 hrs, one night a 
week, for 9 weeks] the class should be ready to start learning 
how to learn about the topic they have enrolled in. Each week I 
will post the week's notes and resources to the course blog, 
send it to the eGroup, remind everyone via SMS, and fax out 
the sheet if need be. 

Many of the students will still be very unsure about how blogs, social 
bookmarks, and web feeds can work for them, so I'll need to continue to 
offer face to face support each week in the context of what and how 
they're learning. But with these options, the students have the option to 
work flexibly with the class. 

The main point in this post is that there are viable and better 
alternatives to the LMS model. This strategy does not impact too much 
on my workload, it simply extends the reach of my normal lesson 
preparation and notes. The methods being used are more universal in 
that students (and me for that matter) can use the communication 
methods in many different contexts. The LMS model can only be used 
in the context of the organisation offering the LMS! 

I should add of course that my doing this has cost the organisation I 
work for very very little. If the SMS and fax support continues to be 
needed, then that cost would amount to less than the photocopy bill in 
an average class. I haven't added pressure on already over stretched 
internal IT services, and instead used an array of free services that 
achieve the flexible learning goal more effectively. 



156 



TALO-2005 



Networked Learning 

Get the audio and digital versions to these pictures at: 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/leighblackall/sets/1402220/ 
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NETWORKED LEARNING 



Continuing <tom\ KwMMftje srming wflfi SUsfriBuCed networking loon, by Sesn FitaswiKf srxj leigii ElKKall 




Continuing on from Knowledge sharing 122 . 

Networked learning is more than a model for online learning, it joins the 
chorus call for educational change. 

Original photo by A is forAngie^ 23 



122 http://networkedlearning.wikispaces.com/knowledge%20sharing 

1 23 http://www.flickr.com/people/aisforangie/ 
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Our earlier attempts to use the Internet for learning were limited by our 
common understanding of what, where and how learning takes place. 
Most of us imagined the classroom and everything that goes on within 
it, and looked for tools that could help us replicate that online. We found 
the LMS. The LMS took away our fears of Internet anarchy, and 
promised educational control - or managed learning. Few recognised 
the oxymoron. 

Then we focused on content, spending huge amounts on developing 
content, sharable learning objects, all meta data tagged and copyright 
managed. We got what we wanted, no one could (or would) use our 
stuff! 

Original photo by Peferme 124 



1 24 http://www.flickr.com/people/peterme/ 
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IE READ/WRITE WEB AND A PERSONALISED MEDIA 

i/eryone creates, the learning is in the creating, Paperfs constructionism, 
ijemens' oonnectivism, Mich's deschooling, Frefre's pedagogy of oppressed 




Some teachers and students reacted against LMS and DRM (there had 
to be an easier way). There was a growth in awareness of free and 
open source software. At the same time free Internet publishing tools 
stimulated massive growth in content creativity around the world, made 
possible by the success of the Creative Commons 125 . A truly read and 
write web was possible. 

All of this, and many other things, helped to generate wide scale 
questioning of the way we were doing things in online education, while 
the rest of the world turned into rabid creators of their own learning! 

Original photo by Hummanna' 125 



125 http://creativecommons.org 

126 http://www.flickr.com/people/hummanna/ 
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People creating their own learning... Now millions of people are able to 
easily build detailed accounts of their lives, developing rich online 
identities, made possible by free, web based, social networking 
software. . The software automatically links people around the world 
who express similar interests - thus offering a network. With everyone 
in the network writing, linking, photographing, videoing.. creating., their 
experiences, the people connected to the network learn from one 
another, swapping stories and resources... remixing stories and 
resources. 

Original photo by Leigh Blackall 
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But staying connected, and even broadening your network is hard. 
Impossible if you're relying on having to remember 10's, 100's even 
thousands of websites and URLs. RSS brings it all to you. Using a 
newsreader you can "subscribe" to members in your network, and be 
informed by the newsreader whenever someone updates their creative 
contributions. RSS makes it very very easy to find and share content 
with your network, and so it is what keeps you connected with your 
network. 

Original photo by Tom Harpel™ 



127 http://www.flickr.com/people/tomharpel/ 
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bmanimation 



OgenCourseWare 



^o^loftware 

edpdonline 





buHrflnq 



collaborative resource building 



TAGGING 

rcti, reading lists, feedback, tracking, profiling 



With the incredible spike in content creation, tools emerged to help us 
remember how to recall the stuff that we'd found. With tagging we are 
able to describe what we find so that others may find it too. Tagging is 
still developing, some people think it is a halfway measure to something 
better, that is yet to come. 



Original photo by Leigh Blackall 
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All of this sharing, remixing, and general creativity is enhanced, even 
made possible by the Creative Commons Licenses. Where as before, 
the default statement of copy right on something created was "all rights 
reserved", with CC people now have the option to say "some rights 
reserved". All of the pictures in this presentation were licensed CC, 
enabling me to copy, remix and create this presentation. Many 
educational organisations use CC licensing to publish their educational 
materials. 

Original photo by EXB-WDC' 28 



1 28 http://www.flickr.com/people/perspective/ 
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In Australia at least, to be able to engage in networked learning, we 
need investment in the development of digital network literacies in our 
population. Long before we invest in content developments, LMS, DRM, 
and otherwise old school schooling! we need to teach our people how 
to read and write digital. 

After that, we have to get our educational organisations on an open 
network. This means our teachers have the rights to publish their work 
on the open network, and our students have the option to learn on an 
open network. 

Then, the content that educational organisations (especially public 
ones) create, needs to be free and open source, using free and open 
source software as a preferred option. 

Original photo by Suckamc™ 



1 29 http://www.flickr.com/people/suckamc/ 
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tjWE MUST BE FREE 
E MUST BE OPEN 




Above all, we must be free to decide for ourselves how, when and what 
we learn, and we must be open to new ways to learn, open to new 
networks, open to share and access new information and resources. 
No firewalls on communication and learning, no filters on 
communication and learning. The best way to protect our kids, is to 
teach them how to protect themselves. 

Original photo by A/ai/efs 130 



1 30 http://www.flickr.com/photos/stevan/ 
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Stephen Dowries - hflp?jynww.down«,ca/ni7rtVULfall)hlibn 
Brian Lamb - http:/yweaj^s.eleafniiio,.iJtic.car'IXian/ 
George Siemens - hUpiy/www.eleanispace.org/blogj 
Alan Lcvinc- hrtp;//jiide.rndi.d^.itiarktipD.6iiij/cdb 
ion Lkfcli - hitpr/r'*f .icio.us/Juddi/streeiKwt 

Derek MorrJson - ntte:y/www..ba^.ac.uWd^^cdntl/pMai:nlfle/mDrrl-ttoq.php 
Stanrad Gl&nowski ■ httpiy/vmw.teadiandleern. a/Nog/ 

Sean hMmM - httpirVHsNflgther^^wst-biogsptf -««V 
Stephan Kidgway • httpiy/ostiRothEnetpodcast.WogiiMt.corrt/ 
Crasg Bottomly - hnpiy/lxtttsplace.blDgspot.GOfny 
Alexsiufer Hayes - nttp Wwww'.alGnandei ha m,' 
DlArcy Norman - http:^www.dartynoniiari.itet/ 
SffifC Sloan - l*ttpr/r*"w w -t)ififjMddcr,«om/ 

fv rw.m' and Brock Cidi; - http;//(iidcnL L ijr<j!LMrn;iit];: vgMogipm.ZDm! 
Anne Patterson * hngp^/www.ennepaterson.Qom/wetitog/ 
Judith Ccoke ■ http -//nswtos.blogEpot.coirV 
Michael Hetson - hUpi/flivearirflellffarTi.neryiearnifig 
Harold Jarche - http^r'www.Jarcno.com/blos/] 
Pete - http;y/flitcbk^|.b(ogspot.comr^ 
EdTcchPossE^Jsttp J/o 
les flsrnie1_ 




p : //networkedlea rnln 



Original photo by A is forAngie 1 



131 http://www.flickr.com/people/aisforangie/ 
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Education, PAR, lllich and Rogers 

Was reading up on Participatory Action Research on Wikipedia 
this evening, when I came across a link to Ivan lllich's 
Deschooling Society - a text I've been meaning to read for a 
while now: 



Universal education through schooling is not feasible. It would be no 
more feasible if it were attempted by means of alternative institutions 
built on the style of present schools. Neither new attitudes of teachers 
toward their pupils nor the proliferation of educational hardware or 
software (in classroom or bedroom), nor finally the attempt to expand 
the pedagogue's responsibility until it engulfs his pupils' lifetimes will 
deliver universal education. The current search for new educational 
funnels must be reversed into the search for their institutional inverse: 
educational webs which heighten the opportunity for each one to 
transform each moment of his living into one of learning, sharing, and 
caring. We hope to contribute concepts needed by those who conduct 
such counterfoil research on education-and also to those who seek 
alternatives to other established service industries. (By Ivan lllich, 
1970:para3) 
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Then Sean jumped on the GoogleTalk and messaged me to read up on 
Carl Rogers 132 : 

/ wish to present some very brief remarks, in the hope that if they bring 
forth any reaction from you, I may get some new light on my own ideas. 

a) My experience is that I cannot teach another person how to teach. To 
attempt it is for me, in the long run, futile. 

b) It seems to me that anything that can be taught to another is relatively 
inconsequential and has little or no significant influence on behavior. 

c) I realize increasingly that I am only interested in learnings which 
significantly influence behavior. 

d) I have come to feel that the only learning which significantly influence 
behavior is self-discovered, self-appropriated learning. 

e) Such self-discovered learning, truth that has been personally 
appropriated and assimilated in experience, cannot be directly 
communicated to another. 

f) As a consequence of the above, I realize that I have lost interest in 
being a teacher. 



132 http://www.panarchy.org/rogers/learning.html 
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North South East and West 

Recently Stephen 'pondered' (vented) on the qualities of 
management 133 - to which I originally intended to add my voice, but 
instead was caught by a comment under Stephen's post by Yaozhou, a 
Chinese based edublogger. I'll hold off on my comments about 
management for another post, because my experience with Yao Zhou's 
blog is more important than the never ending trial of management. 

Yao Zhou warned in his comment to Stephen after dropping the link to 
his blog: "(mostly Chinese character)", but I wasn't at all put off by that, 
in fact I was keen to see Yao Zhou's blog after reading his comment. 
Thanks to Google's beta version of translation from Chinese (simplified) 
to English I was able to grasp quite a bit about Yao Zhou's blog, in 
particular his/her passion for open dialogue and education: 

unexpectedly meets by chance in here, has the reason has the reason. 
Broadcasts the guest educates the movement. The civilized conflict 
performs in Iraq, this is humanity's tragedy. East and West civilized need 
more exchanges, between north and south also need more exchanges. 
Lets PODCAST, BLOG and RSS leads us to move towards the freedom. 
(First like this, has point image slogan, later again will change) Podcast 
Education. Movement Podcast, blog and rss will save human being from 
another clash of civilazation that humiliates every man on this planet, 
owing to that Failure in WhiteHouse. Let the free dissemination of 
intelligence to bridge the gap between East and West, South and North. 

While the translation may not be crystal clear, its clear enough - in fact 
reading the rest of the blog is like reading a book of poetry! Only better. 
I'd love to give it a whirl with a screen reader! 

I've been thinking for a while now (reminded by Yao Zhou's blog 
header) that my perspective on online learning is limited to information 
coming from mainly western sources. When I say 'West', I mean USA, 
Canada, UK, Australia, NewZealand and some European's confident in 
writing English. I have none from South East Asia, the Pacific, or East, 
North, Central Asia... I do have one or two from Africa I just 
remembered, but they hardly ever post. 

While I regret that I cannot read Chinese (can speak a bit if any 
Mandarin speakers wan't to try a language exchange on GoogleTalk), 
and even worse still I can't read or speak a language from the South 

133 http://www.downes.ca/cgi-bin/page.cgi?post=21712 
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East Asian regions, I do still want to know what is going on there. So if 
anyone knows of any feeds coming out of the region - broadly to do with 
online education/communications, please send'm my (and Google 
Translator's) way. 
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No More LeighBlackall.com 

Well its official. I canceled leighblackall.com last night. I'm now saving 
AU$15 per month on hosting. I spent an hour or so loading files to 
OurMedia.org and changing a few links on blogs and wikis here and 
there. Can't be sure I got them all though. 

I was more than a little surprised that the Internet Archive's Way back 
machine 134 isn't picking up a record of my old site. It's been good to me 
before, reviving extinct websites from all sorts of dark ages, but 
leighblackall.com seems to have been missed. I wonder if this is 
something my old hosting server made sure of? 

Anyway, the point is that I'm totally free range now! It feels good too. I'm 
all on leighblackall.wikispaces.org, plus a range of blogs and start 
pages. I'm banking on OurMedia to be there coughing up my movies, 
Mp3, and PDFs now and in the future. Its good to be free! 

Go OurMedia, go you good thing! 



134 http://www.archive.org/web/web.php 



172 



TALO-2005 

Move over MIT, Grant High School in South 
Australia gives computers away! 

Grant High School's computer rebuild and give away 135 may not quite 
be MIT's $100 laptop project, but the students, teachers and community 
around Grant South Australia appear to be miles ahead of MIT in their 
effort to close local digital divides. The students there are rebuilding old 
computers and giving them to community groups. 

Building laptops may not be quite feasible for Grant HS at the moment, 
but how about combining with the Art and Industrial Tech faculties to 
pop out some creative works like this Lego computer 136 . 

What it lacks in portability, it sure makes up for in fun and style! 




1 35 http://ccrscheme.blogspot.com/ 

136 http://home.hawaii.rr.com/chowfamily/lego/ 
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What of Wikiversity 

Teemu Leinonen of FLOSS Posse blog 137 has given some thought to 
the future of Wikiversity. 

So, what is my problem with Wikiversity? I am seriously worried that it 
may end-up to be just another platform for delivering learning materials - 
only. Period. I am afraid that Wikiversity community will not understand 
what are the factors that make a great academic institution. It is not tests, 
degrees and accreditations. It is the community. 

Getting a dispersed community around whole courses or subject areas 
might be the impossibility for wikiversity. Wikipedia is fairly simple by 
comparison, in that it is largely focused around single entries... but 
wikiversity (at the moment) is trying to emulate a University, with 
faculties, subject areas and courses. The few times I have been in 
there, I have looked up the subject areas I am teaching with the 
intention of helping out, only to find a structure, related subject areas, 
terminology, and so much of it just not at all in an area I can help out 
with, or use. In other words, many 'entries' just may be too complex or 
context specific for broad communities to form around whole subject 
areas. On this, see David Wiley's 2001 paper, The Reusability 
Paradox 138 . 

At the moment, it looks as though Faculties from some universities are 
moving in and claiming the subject areas, structuring them the way they 
do at their own institutes, and hoping others will come in and help them 
with their work. That's great though, faculties going truly open 
courseware and all, but how can I join in? Do I want to? Or would I 
rather find another bit of turf in the wikiversity to set up my own version 
based on how I would structure the course specific to my own context... 

So I think Wikiversity authors need to think of a way to simplify what 
they are doing, content and/or concept, linking it in with wikipedia a bit 
more perhaps, and considering what Teemu points out - how the 
communication part is so important. 



137 http://flosse.dicole.org/?item=wikiversity-time-to-vote 

138 http://web.archive.Org/web/20041019162710/http://rclt.usu.edu/whitepapers/paradox. 
html 
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Marking in constant record mode 




Recently a few friends came up to the mountains for the TALO 
swap/meet 05 139 . We talked about a variety of things to do with teaching 
and learning online. The nature of the conference was open source - 
meaning that there was no agenda, key note speakers, or otherwise 
structured communications. We just got together and started yaking! It 
was great. Some really good ideas and thoughts were flowing freely. 
We talked over a Mexican lunch, we talked while walking the National 
Pass Trail, we talked over drinks at the Carrington, we talked and 
talked. 

Recording such conversation is almost impossible. Remembering all 
the great ideas is just as impossible. But I remember one idea Alex 
Hayes (pictured), Sean FitzGerald and I had that could solve this 
problem - the marking in constant record. 

Take your average mp3 recorder. Mic yourself up and hit record. On a 
512meg card you should expect a few hours of recording, enough to get 
the majority of a night's conversation. But going back over that massive 
flog of raw recording to edit down to digestible content is a job I wouldn't 
wish on anyone. On top of that, once the 512 card is full, you have to 
find another card to get the breakfast conversations. Its just too much. 



139 http://talo.wikispaces.com/taloswapmeet05 
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What we really need is a recorder that does constantly record, but when 
you have that moment in conversation where you realise, "hey, that's a 
great idea!" you reach down to the mic cable and press a button that 
marks on out point for the sample you want to keep. The recorder 
stores your out point mark and adds an in point mark automatically - 
say 5 minutes before the out. When the card nears full, the recorder 
deletes everything but the marked recordings, freeing up some card to 
continue recording. Back in the editing misery, at least you know that 
the majority of what you have is what you thought was good at the time. 
You might miss a few things with that auto 5 minute in point mark, but 
I'd say on the whole you'd get most of it. 5 minutes should be enough I'd 
imagine, for someone recording to realise what was being said was 
worth keeping. 

If the recording person was to mark another out point, but within 5 
minutes of the last, then the reorder would save 1 0 minutes - and so 
on. 

This could work for video as well of course. 



176 



TALO-2005 

Notes on Australian Education International's 
Strategies for 2004 - 8 

Bloglines is good to me. Seems that everytime I need some insight on 
things, things that I've been mouthing off about, or stewing ideas on, or 
starting to consider more seriously, along comes something totally 
pertinent to it. It's almost like a higher being is delivering me what I 
need... OK that might be taking it a bit far (actually, perhaps not if 
you've seen that movie, What the Bleep do We Know 140 ). 

So anyway, just recently - at the TALO swap/meet - we were talking 
about wikicourseware development. We considered the potential of 
international collaboration on course developments, such as in 
Wikiversity. I thought this TALO topic was an interesting conversation 
covering many angles... I hope Stephan recorded it, and publishes 
some points to CTN 141 . So, I'm in the Bloglines 2 days later and along 
comes this: Australian Education International's Strategic Directions 
2005 — 2008 142 

In a changing world, the next ten years will be more challenging for 
Australian international education providers than the past ten years. 
Significant structural change is taking place in the market, with increased 
domestic capacity to provide quality education in our traditional markets, 
increasing competition from new countries entering the international 
education market, the development of new modes of delivery, expanding 
offshore provision of courses, and changes in the nature of demand. 

Sounds like AEI realise their job is going to be ... different ... lets hope 
they have the willingness to broaden their scope to enable a capacity to 
take in the many ideas that deal with this change. 

AEI's Strategies are: 

1. Be a strategic partner to the industry 

2. Support a sustainable, diversified, quality Australian international education and 
training industry 

3. Raise the international profile of Australian education 

4. Ensure that providers and prospective international students have access to 
reliable and timely information 

5. Support global student and labor market mobility 

6. Build government-to-government ties and engage multilaterally 

7. Lead a whole-of-government approach to market development and education 
cooperation 

8. Build organisational capabilities 



140 http://www.whatthebleep.com/ 

141 http://castingthenetpodcast.blogspot.com/ 

142 http://aei.dest.gov.au/AEI/Shop/Products/Publications/Publication507 
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Personally I am more than a bit put off by the AEI document's 
commoditisation of Australian education. It talks of Australian education 
being an industry, and AEI's role being to promote opportunities for that 
industry in "..the national interest". These are by now dated values that 
education (especially at an international engagement) should not be 
limited to - especially not explicitly stated! Have they no shame? I'd 
rather be seeing statements and strategies that address inequality, 
accessibility, and social well being, not the short sighted and narrow 
goals of financial profits to Australian educational commodities. 

Oh boy, why is my thinking so polarised from the government and its 
servants? My principles have to seem so radical when responding to 
such conservatism. How can I feel anything but alienated and angry 
towards it? 
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Feed books 

Dave's educational blog proposes a good idea - the feedbook 143 . 
Instead of a static text book, this one is based on feeds. I think it could 
work for many subject areas, and as Dave Cormier says: 

A feedbook is a living text. Students are getting material that is new. 
The material may surprise the instructor, but it gives them things to 
discuss, a real platform upon which to have a natural discussion rather 
than one forced by a lesson plan made weeks, months or even years 
earlier. As a final advantage, when the students leave the course, their 
feedbook goes with them, not a textbook slowly fading into kindling for 
your fireplace, but one that will stay current 

This idea challenges even the wikibooks, as even the wikibooks 
takes a fare bit too much effort and doublehandling for authors to 
get involved and stay involved. But feedbooks can be set up so 
easily in a wiki, if you are using a feed enabled wiki such as 
wikispaces.com. So now we have it all!! We have the fluidity, 
currency, and natural feel of feeds, compiled and edited with 
collaborative potential in a wiki! 

I have been thinking for some time that this is what we should do 
for BlendedLearning 144 and NetworkedLearning 145 . Rather than 
create (or even manually collate) resources, we should simply set 
up feeds for each page and let it happen. We could do the 
Del.icio.us tag feed trick, and have people save good links the 
way they would anyway, but by adding the relevant tag word for 
the feedbook page, they contribute to the feedbook. And/or we 
can just add whole site feeds as we come across them. 



143 http://davecormier.com/edblog/?p=3 

144 http://blendedlearning.wikispaces.com/ 

145 http://networkedlearning.wikispaces.com/ 
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TALO SwapMeet05 Roundup 




Get the audio recording of the TALO swap/meet 2005 roundup 146 . 

The TALO swap meet was a hoot! Thanks to Western Sydney 
Institute's support, keen members and guests were able to come 
together for the first time, meeting face to face and swapping ideas. It 
was looking sketchy for a moment in the beginning though. About four 
of us, sitting in 4 far corners of a room, straining to maintain 
conversation, long silent spells, intersected by hmms... I was livered 
that so many would just not turn up! 10.30am came along and the four 
of us were starting to acknowledge the poor turn out. A sickly feeling of 
rejection was creeping through my stomach. 

But it wasn't quite as bad as all that. Actually the small initial group was 
quite up for it. Peter Shanks, Don Perrin, Maria Trevaskis, Tony 
Lorriman, Michael Nelson, Jenny Hartlett, Helen McFadden and myself 
discussed a number of interesting topics - especially digital game based 



146 http://ia300833.eu.archive.Org/1/items/TALO_SwapMeet_05_roundup/TALOSwapMe 
et05roundup.mp3 
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learning. We stewed up what I think is a great idea - Local Area 
Network (LAN) gaming parties for the local community. Gaming 
events for people to converge on as a social event, gain competency 
recognition in the process, with perhaps some considering further study 
in an IT course at the hosting Institute - a recruitment activity! 

LAN parties are quite popular underground events in most districts, but 
poorly understood by the mainstream, therefore getting council 
permission to open up the parties as local business has been difficult. 
Business proposals in areas like the Blue Mountains and Lithgow have 
been rejected in the past (the councils have associated gaming salons 
with pinball parlours and delinquent youth...). Here then lies and 
opportunity for the IT Faculties in TAFE to host LAN parties open to the 
public, not as a business, but as a social event for learning. TAFE have 
the resources to do such a thing, and if done regularly, could become 
an excellent way of capturing students by offering recognition for 
competencies demonstrated at the events. Not only would it be a way of 
accrediting people's skills in LAN setup, but would likely be a way to 
facilitate informal learning communities around the events. One sticking 
point I can think of perhaps, is TAFE's unlikely willingness to host such 
events after hours - after hours being traditionally a better time for 
holding such events. 

LAN parties wasn't all our small group talked about. Digital game 
based learning developments were also discussed with Tony 
Lorriman drawing our attention to a staff member at his Hunter Institute 




IT Faculty. That staff member has successfully developed games from 
templates (mods), and has recently won funds to further the initial 
developments. Many in the group resolved to find out more about 
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moding, with a view to developing game based learning content in their 
own areas. The irrepressible Michael Nelson from Blue Mountains IT 
has already started looking at it with a couple of his students! 

The conversation started moving onto wikicourseware development 
for the new Training and Assessment certificate that is compulsory for 
all new teachers and trainers in Australia. It was right about then that 
the Sydney crew rolled in. Stephan Ridgway, Sean FitzGerald, Anne 
Patterson, and Alex Hayes joined us, with Steven Parker from 
Wollongong arriving at the same time. The relief for the extra numbers 
made for good vibes all round - we had a group size worthy of calling a 
conference! 

Stephan went straight to work, setting up his MP3 recorders and 
snapping pictures, while I briefed the new arrivals on what was talked 
about so far. 

We picked up on the talk of the Training and Assessment 

wikicourseware developments, with Maria offering some fine ideas on 
how to make the most of such an effort. Maria mentioned inter 
institutional bench marking as a way to formalise collaborations through 
wikis. Maria also pointed out that focusing in on the Training and 
Assessment competencies may only limit the development, and that 
perhaps it would be best to broaden the effort into many areas of 
teacher training generally. This suggestion in particular addressed a 
recurrent problem with wikicourseware development -just how to make 
any development reusable on a global scale so as to be open to global 
network participation. Such participation being what is realistically 
needed for wikicourseware to be valuable and sustainable. 

So the model goes that we continue to think about global issues and 
topics affecting teaching training, looking to develop in a wiki, links to 
good resources relating to all things teaching and learning related. Then 
we would simply create a page for the Australian Training and 
Assessment Competencies and point each competency to the 
appropriate content. Each competency would also have its own 
assignment, requiring the learner to produce their own content that is 
usable in training the next learner... the original Pay it Forward 
wikicourseware 147 model. 

Half an hour before lunch, Alex Hayes and Anne Patterson then 
injected excitement into the group, giving everyone an opportunity to try 
moblogging. They had brought along several mobile phones, handed 
them out, and had everyone snap a picture of an OH&S scenario to 

147 http://teachandlearnonline.blogspot.com/2005/06/pay-it-forward-courses-on-wiki.html 



182 



TALO-2005 



send to a TALO moblog for a waiting peer review type assessment. 
Alex impressed everyone with his efforts in moblogging the TALO 
SwapMeet so far, demonstrating how feasible it is to offer almost live 
coverage of an event through moblogging. 

Inspired and buzzing, we all headed off for a roadhouse style Mexican 
lunch for an hour, not stopping for a moment, talking of teaching and 
learning online, with Colin Tyrrell joining us. It was great to have such 
an energetic and engaged group. 

After lunch we had an hour before our red double decker bus trip 
around Cliff Drive. Michael Nelson kicked us back into gear 
demonstrating his use of blogs, wikis, online personal organisers and 
other free web based technologies for his web design classes. I wasn't 
personally around much for it as I was lining up the bus ride, but 
knowing Michael it would have been innovative, realistic and interesting. 




Stephan then came in with a demonstration of Voice Over IP with a 
crew online waiting to talk with us. Stephan used Skype for the 
demonstration, and Sean and I talked a bit about Gizmo and its free 
conference, record and voice mail features - easily making it a better 
app than Skype. But Skype's popularity is what wins the day, even if it 
is light on the features. Stephan perplexed everyone with his recording 
Skype conferences through a mixer set up, (its simple really, but does 
require quite a few bits and pieces + knowhow). The audio filling the 
room during Stephan's demo was fantastic, ending the day with quite 
an artistic expression of distance and human contact. I urged Stephan 
to explore more abstracted notions of audio in his podcasting, looking to 
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Radio National's The Night Air for inspiration. 

At 3.30pm we all headed into Katoomba to check in to hotels and catch 
the double decker for the afternoon. It was a quaint trip, all of us on 
the top deck talking more about TALO. Access to the magical views 
from the bus were not as good as I'd hoped. Luckily we made it back to 
the township in time for sunset drinks at the Carrington Balcony, which 
had views over a lightening storm down on Sydney for us to watch. The 
cool change was a perfect lead into dinner. 

We had dinner at Journey's Restaurant, in a room specially booked 
for our group, with a lounge and coffee table, and a live band down 
stairs emanating up to us at a level just right for our continuous chatting. 
I was really happy to see the levels of energy persist well into the night, 
with everyone curious to know who Don Perrin was and why he had 
come. Don continued to peak our interest with his experiences 
throughout the night. 

There was talk of the next TALO swap/meet being in Hong Kong next 
year, depending on our success at gaining the necessary funds in 2006. 
Alex has the contacts in HK, and the reasons for Hong Kong are sound 
(Internationally central, technologically advanced, reaching out to Asian 
neighbors...). 

Next day, those of us left went for a beautiful bush walk along the 
National Pass trail from Valley of the Waters to Wentworth Falls. 
Personally I think it's the best walk in the mountains, and I think 
everyone who came was well impressed by it. 

TALO Swap/Meet 05 was a warm success and certainly something we 
should try and do as often as possible. Those who came hoped others 
in TALO's eGroup will host similar events throughout the year, building 
and strengthening the community, ready for the next annual swap/meet 
wherever it may be... Thanks to Western Sydney Institute for 
supporting the event, thanks to everyone who came, and thanks to our 
collective spirit that made it such an easy going success. 
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May debates about (Free) and open source and 
proprietary software never be over Gerry. 

A while ago, Gerry White - CEO of Education Australia made a 
dismissive statement, debate between open source versus proprietary 
software is over 148 , in which he made an obvious point that software 
should be chosen based on how best to meet an organisation's 
requirements. Thankfully Gerry made up for that by giving a rather good 
explanation on what open source software is, and some detail on how 
Education Australia implements software in its organisation. 

I wish I knew Gerry actually, as his picture portrays a light hearted man 
who probably enjoys good discussion and maybe even a bit of sh!t 
stirring. But its not the picture I had in mind when I read the statement. 
What does Gerry really mean by "the debate is over"? Does he mean to 
imply that those of us forcing some form of debate don't understand the 
bigger picture? Does he mean to imply that Education Australia know 
best, and are not interested in further discussion? Let me just take 
another look at Gerry... no, he doesn't mean to imply those things. 

While I was writing a critique on issues affecting digital literacy in 
Australia, I looked quite hard for records of a debate on free and open 
source software in Australian education - 1 found very little in fact. 
Perhaps some might think that says something about my research 
skills, I won't disagree with that, but I think more importantly it says 
more about how open that supposed debate has been. 

Perhaps the issue about FOSS and proprietary software have little to do 
with software, and more to do with operational perspectives. The 
ideology that currently manages and directs our educational 
infrastructure in Australia is captured by Gerry when he says: 

We have found that the magic mix is to choose the most appropriate 
solution according to business need... 

Call me naive, idealistic, or just way out of step, but I'm really 
concerned by this business talk over riding our educational goals here. I 
know its just words, and that our business is education, by why not just 
let it be called education? Delete the word business, reinsert the word 
education, and we have a statement I feel more comfortable with. 



148 http://www.educationau.edu.au/media/0510_open_source.html 
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We have found that the magic mix is to choose the most appropriate 
solution according to educational needs... 

So now that we're back on track with educational talk and not a 
muddied water of business (for the purposes of this post at least), does 
this then give us pause to rethink the criteria with which we select 
software? 

To finish up I want to give 2 first hand examples of where the exclusive 
use of proprietary desktop software is having a very negative impact on 
Australian education. These examples have very little to do with 
Education Australia's choice in software for their own projects, but have 
a lot to do with the thinking expressed in Gerry's statement: 

1 . Just recently I've taken a job helping young kids in the Blacktown 
area (Sydney Western Suburbs) who have more or less dropped out of 
school. My job is to show them a few things about computers and the 
Internet. I'm to relate this to a photographic exhibition they are working 
towards. Here I am, working with a group of - shall we say - slightly 
disadvantaged kids, most of whom have trouble getting the bus fair 
together to make it to my class once a week. Am I gunna start teaching 
them how to use the $370 dollar Microsoft Office package that is 
installed on the college computers, or am I gunna try and install the free 
and open source Open Office 149 and show them how to effectively do 
everything the MS Office does, but for free and legally? Of course I'd 
rather show them Open Office, but the dramas I am having to go 
through to get the Institute's IT support section to install Open Office (or 
just give me permission to install it) is ridiculous. In the end I always get 
the "please state a business case and well look into it in a couple of 
weeks" type of response! Those IT guys even asked the College 
Director to give me a call and quieten me down a bit! I'm not even going 
to try and bring up GIMP, Ubuntu, Audacity or the suite of other free 
and/or open source alternatives in desktop software. 

2. My girlfriend is studying Graphic Design. Its a pretty intense course 
and if she didn't have her own computer complete with a range of 
pirated software, there's no way she'd be able to keep up with the 
course. It frustrates me no end to see her assignments, requiring her to 
use expensive proprietary software, when in most cases high quality 
free and/or open source alternatives are available. I try to encourage 
her to use GIMP for her graphics and image manipulation, I try to show 



149 http://openoffice.org 
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her ways to use Open Office to do layouts, but its a struggle for her 
when her college doesn't even support the option to continue using 
those alternatives while in class. So I guess we'll have to either make 
friends with a prolific software pirate, or find the dollars to buy the 
software upgrades so she remains compatible with her college. The 
college argue that their choice in software is industry standard, but all 
the graphic designers I know are self employed and struggle on pirated 
software. You should see the look on my designer friends faces when I 
show them Open Office and GIMP. So what is industry standard in a 
fragmented, unrepresented, majority self employed job such as graphic 
design? 

So in reference to Gerry's statement title at least, the debate about 
[free] and open source software is far from over! 

While Gerry talks mostly about server side applications in his statement 
(to which there are vast unexplored educational opportunities afforded 
to students by open source software), my examples of desktop 
applications perhaps broaden the scope and intention of what Gerry 
was originally talking about. But its my view that the debate 
encompasses desktop applications as well, and that the debate has not 
even begun in Australia in reference to that at least. 
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Precarity 




Precarity is a term used to refer to either 
intermittent work or, more generally, a confluence 
of intermittent work and precarious existence. In 



this latter sense, precarity is a condition of 
existence without predictability or security, 
affecting material or psychological welfare. 



Wikipedia 081105 



As the Christmas break approaches, we part time teachers and 
educational contractors start to feel increasingly precarious. There will 
be no work right through to February, and for contractors, they'll have to 
chew their nails through to April/May. Precarious indeed! 

The latest edition of Adbusters 150 ran a very interesting article on 
precarity, describing a movement I can't wait to see be born here in 
Australia! 

Over the past couple of years, an intriguing new movement has been 
emerging from the chaos of Europe's new left. Abandoned by unions and 
corporations, forsaken by the shrinking welfare state and increasingly 
vulnerable to the whims of the market, people have started to organize 
around the concept of precarity: the condition of living without stability or 
even the assurance of survival. 



So readers who may be not so precarious at the moment, spare a 
thought for us on the fringe. Open up those Google adds will ya! And 
leave them open while I prepare some space for you in the Precarious 
Squat. 



1 50 http://adbusters.org/blogs/Big_ldeas_Precarity.html 
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Die LMS die! You too PLE! 




http://www. flickr. com/photos/huasonic/62590 1 00/ 



I've been thinking about the PLE (Personalised Learning Environment) 
project, and Scott Wilson's recent presentation Architecture of virtual 
spaces and the future of VLEs 

The PLE project recognises the fundamental flaws in Virtual Learning 
Environments or Learning Management Systems (VLE, LMS), but falls 
short in its vision of an alternative. At this stage in the project it is 
suggesting that the PLE be a desktop application for a student (sounds 
a bit like my old Perfect LMS idea) or a singular portal online. 

Why do we need a PLE when we already have the Internet? The 
Internet is my PLE, ePortfolio, VLE what ever. Thanks to blogger, 
bloglines, flickr, delicious, wikispaces, ourmedia, creative commons, 
and what ever comes next in this new Internet age, I have a strong 
online ID and very extensive and personalised learning environment. 
Actually I think the PLE idea is better envisioned by the futurist concept 
known as the Evolving Personalised Information Construct (EPIC) 151 . I 
think we already have EPIC, so why do we need the PLE? 

We insignificant little teachers and our out of date schools and 
classrooms don't need to be investing in media projects like VLEs, LMS 

151 http://epic.makingithappen.co.uk/ 
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and even PLEs. Our dam walls of knowledge have burst! and no 
amount of sand bagging will stop the flood that is clearly discrediting our 
authority over learning. Media, and with it communications, will evolve 
(as it certainly has in the last 50 years or more) well beyond the 
limitations of our classrooms, with investments and broadcast influence 
we can't even fathom. Why waste our precious money and time on 
projects that only serve to suspend our true position within that media 
scape. The PLE makes me think of ELGG, and it all makes me wonder 
why it is we educationalists still think we are even relevant anymore. 
The people (yes that includes us) are learning how to read and write for 
themselves, and in an amazing act of collective generosity, the people 
are teaching each other - why do they even need our classrooms... is it 
perhaps only credentialism that we offer? Or is it also a sense of 
security and safety? Is it false? 




http://www.flickr.eom/photos/charybdis/1 1 75651/ 



What is it I am missing here that everyone else seems to be getting. 
Why do we need a PLE? Why are ePortfolios so popular? Why are LMS 
still not dead? Why are teachers so afraid? 

Scott Wilson is more cautious than I am. His presentation attempts to 
bridge this gap between the supposed radical position I take and the 
reluctant position of institionalised edcuation. He suggests that it is fear 
that drives current educational decision making in regards to the 
Internet. He takes time to explain the division between open and closed 
systems, but tries to balance between the two camps. And in the end he 
promotes the PLE with a gentle preference for open systems. 
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So while I whole heartedly agree with the PLE and Scott's reasoning for 
rejecting the LMS/VLE, I can't say I'm with them on their alternative. In 
my view, the VLE, LMS and PLE are the same. A suggestion that the 
Internet, and informal networked learning are not enough. That people 
still need to come to school to learn. That people need to distinguish 
learning from life, that people need to download and install an 
application that will solve their learning needs. 

My thinking is that we need to build media literacy in our institutions, 
and not prevent it by building replicas. If it is fare to say that the open 




http://www. flickr. com/photos/stefz/780763 1 /in/set- 194961/ 



Internet has liberated information, and to a large extent knowledge, and 
that media is all pervasive, then we need people working within 
education who are media and network literate. Such people understand 
what is meant by liberated information and knowledge, and should be 
able to comprehend the new relationships between teaching and 
learning. I would rather see more projects invested in firstly recognising 
this literacy need (honestly and openly), and then addressing it out in 
the real world Internet, not with replicas, desktop classrooms, or 
virtualised portals. 

Perhaps teachers are not the best people to be teaching anymore! 
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The Wall is on fire! 




http://flickr.eom/photos/77744422@N00/61423759/ 



It's a relief to be home today. Enjoying the last frontier of Internet 
freedom - 1 never want to step into a NSW classroom again! 

Yesterday I was working with a bunch of kids we call BlacktownYoof 152 . 
Like me they hate school, so we hang out and take and edit digital 
photos and load them to Flickr. 

It took me 3 weeks to get IT support to approve the installation of the 
basic image editor Picasa 153 , another week for GIMP 154 , and I'm still 
waiting for OpenOffice 155 and FreeAvid 156 . I only got Picasa and GIMP 
because I called the IT Boss man telling him that he should come in 
and teach the BlacktownYoof himself if he wouldn't let us have the 
software. Quick as a flash it was done, but I don't think me and IT Boss 
man will ever be friends... 

Yesterday the BlacktownYoof and I unshackled the computer room, 
fired up the bolted to the floor computers (2 yoof to 1 computer), 

1 52 http://flickr.com/photos/tags/blacktownyoof 

153 http://picasa.com/ 

154 http://www.gimp.org/ 

155 http://openoffice.org/ 

156 http://www.avid.com/freedv/ 
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excitedly punched in flickr.com and got this! 

I've added the url text overlay for graphical effect. 
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Quick as a flash the Yoof where swearing at the system (as was I) but 
with noone to kill standing close by we proceeded to see what else was 
blocked. Blogger, bloglines, myspace - Access DETnied; Ourmedia, 
googleVideo, googleGroups - Access DETnied. Really flamed now, the 
boys started experimenting. Within 20 minutes they had found a bit of a 
way around this wall - they used Google Translate to get some of the 
blocked sites through. But with no one to blame for this outrage but a 
red DET logo on the screen (why red?), the nearest DET thing to f**k up 
are the stupid computers, and the stupid chairs, and the stupid building. 
It was all they needed to start acting up. I couldn't blame them. 

So I grabbed a couple of the boys and we went for a walk - in search of 
an open network. We found other people, wondering in the corridors 
looking for someone to blame, but we didn't find an open network. The 
walk calmed them a bit, and me, and we resolved to edit some pictures 
at least. 

By the end of the day however, I witnessed several games getting 
downloaded and installed, and several porn sites getting through. In 
particular hairyshit.com seemed to have no hassle with the wall at all. 

Here I was with a bunch of KIDS agitated by this blockage and 
successfully downloading porn and crap anyway - the games I liked, but 
the porn was too much even for my sexual insensitivity... 

Even with the tightest filter the world has ever seen, it took this group of 
8 less than 2 hours to work it out! In fact, because of the filter, these 
guys were making a special effort to subvert it, devoting all their time 
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and energy into finding all the dodgy stuff they could! 
What's that tell you about control? 

This net filtering is a joke. It always has been a joke, its a waste of time 
and money, and not helping at all. 'Protecting' kids from the big bad 
world is not at all what true education is about! In fact, at the end of the 
day the badest boy in my class felt bad for the things he'd seen this 
day. He had been listening to the passing remarks I made at him as he 
gleefully downloaded hard core carnage. "Porn does make you blind" 
and "At some stage we have to draw a line for ourselves" is what I kept 
saying to them. In the end, this fella - of his own accord - told me he's 
not going to do it anymore. He'd had his day he said, he'd seen enough 
and now realised what he had to do for himself. He had drawn a line for 
himself. 

When I found my way home that night, I kissed Sunshine and patted the 
dogs, cracked a beer (still left overs from the TALO swap/meet!) and 
glanced at my computer to find a more than usual volume of email. The 
TALO eGroup was cooking over this filter. 

Jude wrote in to tell a similar tale to mine with her school group. 
Tony Lorriman with his IT classes 

Stephan and Sean's R&D work in Sydney, Stephan labeling it 

"TAFE bans Web 2.0" 

Jock is preparing a letter to the Bosses 

Maria is doing similar 

I think anyone half aware of the bigger picture and who was inside a 
NSW classroom or admin office yesterday (and those outside looking 
in) were flatly outraged by this ramping up of State control. It was bad 
enough a few months ago, but this has got to stop! Not just stop, gotten 
rid of all together! 

Rose suggested: 

maybe they should just give everyone (including students) a cheap 
laptop and just focus on providing wifi services, tech support and access 
to "safe" shared folders/systems for staff for any stuff that warrants 
existence ehind closed virtual doors, cos it's eventually going to come to 
that anyway. 
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I suggested: 

Why can't I, (a child protection cleared teacher) have a key to unlock 
what is blocked so that my classes may go on uninterrupted. If I had a 
key, I could help lock out sites like hairyshit.com that somehow still 
manage to slip under the wall... 

I hope we can kill this fascist beast once and for all, and find better 
ways to teach our kids (and teachers) how to draw a line for 
themselves. Isn't that a better form of protection? 
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I need SuprGlu to keep my head together! 

There's been a bit of talk around the world about a new web based 
service called SuprGlu 157 . I have to agree and reckon its pretty cool. Its 
very easy to set up, its free and its web based. Big tick so far. 

What it does. 

You set it to capture all the web feeds you like on a topic, and it displays 
them all in a single blog! Then it generates a single web feed from that. 
A tricky dicky way to simplify your bloglines for a start. 

What I've done. 

The easiest thing for me to do was set up a SuprGlu on myself 158 . You 
might think I'm ego-testical, but I do it largely to review what links, 
comments, pictures and stuff I have processed in the past. Reinforcing 
my own learning, keeping track of my head. What a weird thing to do... 

How. 

I found del.icio.us, technorati (actually it seems technorati feeds are 
copyrighted, so SuprGlu doesn't use them??), furl, flickr, and many 
other RSS and Atom feeds on or to do with "leighblackall" and set them 
to feed into my suprglu page. All those feeds are nicely displayed in a 
traditional looking blog. Great! Then I took that suprglu blog's single 
RSS feed and dropped it into my bloglines. 

Now I have one central feed on everything that I do and what others 
may say about me. So watch out. But mostly its a second chance for 
some of the stuff I write and link to to sink in and reflect on a bit - its a 
personal learning tool. Here's the feed if you want to tap into my head 
for a day or so: http://leighblackall.suprglu.com/ 



157 http://suprglu.com/ 

158 http://leighblackall.suprglu.com/ 
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$100 laptops should inspire wealthy nations to 
address their own divides 

Regarding MIT's $100 laptops 159 ... I'm not concerned with the 
developing world's use of them. I'm sure there are people over there 
ready to pull them apart, improve them, use them and start the ball 
rolling that started for us and ICTs over 15 years ago. I don't want to 
pretend I know what's good for them. I understand that their divides are 
far more than digital. What I'm interested in is how the concept 
influences us here in Australia, and other wealthy countries. "Gee, if 
they can do it for $100, we must be able to do it for 200!!" If we in 
Australia can start a project for ourselves (seeing as MIT laptops will not 
be available to us) we might conceivably be able to distribute laptops 
(or something similar) to school kids here. Similar to the distribution of 
calculators 30 years ago. 

I use the $200 figure a lot in talks. I might bring up the scandalous 
waste of money NSW spent on the WebServices project 160 . 100 million 
for that! How many cheap laptops or portable networked devices would 
that have bought the teachers and students in NSW schools? Or the 
millions on LMS? or the millions on Microsoft Office and Windows? 

I'm not saying that we should go out and buy 1 00's of thousands of 
devices in one swoop. I'm saying we should fund research and 
development like MIT's laptop project, and improve the conditions in our 
own schools. Smaller class numbers, better network connections, more 
teachers (that are real people), more networked devices, etc. Hopefully 
MITs high profile laptop project will inspire this thinking here again. 

I actually don't think a kid under the age of 12 will benefit that much in 
having their own PC. And I don't think real advantage starts to become 
evident until 16 or so. But in tertiary ed it should be obvious. 

But in all, I want people in education to start thinking way outside their 
square a lot more. I have already witnessed a head teacher suggest 
that their section buy and give away PDAs. They were able to justify it 
with savings in photocopying and bolted to the floor PCs, but the 
management blocked the idea. No reason as far as I know, just didn't 
like the words, give away and computer in the same sentence. 



159 http://www.futureofthebook.Org/blog/archives/2005/1 1/hundred_dollar.html 

160 http://www.state.office.education.nsw.gov.au/index.htm 
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Soft Micro 




http://accordionguy. blogware. com 



WARNING! The following article, and especially the picture, may offend 
some readers... 

I just had to blog this image! No one could be more embarrassed about 
the 80's than Bill Gates. Was software really a sexy thing back then, or 
was Bill in desperate need of... 

It cracks me up! 

But on a less funny note, our IT (non) support bosses are still stuck in 
this hey day era of thinking. But the disappointment of growing older 
and even more dysfunctional has led them to cynically stomp on their 
younger upstarts, blocking requests for free and open source software 
and decentralisation. 

Recently, I felt compelled to spend what little free time I have defending 
a request to install Picasa (amongst other things - OpenOffice, GIMP, 
AvidFreeDV) when a colleague supporting the request, forwarded on IT 
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(non) supports response... 



Those IT boss men tried to white wash the request with more non 
speak over licenses (for Picasa this time) and business cases. I sent an 
email to Picasa asking if they could clarify their position on single user 
use when schools and colleges are involved. Picasa's reply in less than 
2 days: 



Hello Leigh, 



Thank you for contacting Picasa customer support. 



We are more than happy to allow your educational organization to use 
Picasa on multiple computers. 

In using Picasa, we ask that your organization does not: 

'Redistribute the software for profit 
'Profit directly from the use of Picasa 
'Claim authorship of the software or any of its components 
"Reverse engineer the software for any reason 

We understand that your group has some concerns regarding the clause 
in our End User License Agreement which states that "the agreement 
allows you to install and use the Picasa Software on a single computer. " 
This agreement specifically applies to single users, so do not be 
concerned with statements referring to single computers. It may be 
helpful to review this document to make sure that your group will not be 
using Picasa in any way that blatantly is 
at odds with the Agreement. 

Please review our End User License 
Agreement below for specifics. 

Why it had to me contacting Picasa 
about this is what troubles me most. I 
am a part time teacher for the 
organisation considering the request. 
Surely it is the job of IT support to 
thoroughly review the license, including 
contacting the software owners and 
reading the support forums! 

Now, with the license issue out of the 
way, we are expected to argue a 
business case for using Picasa!! A 
BUSINESS CASE! Shouldn't they be asking for a LEARNING CASE? 




http://www.flickr.com/photos/evert 
-jan/72470995/ 
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By the time we get this little piece of free image editing software 
approved, there'll be an even better one out! 

I already know where they stand on OpenOffice - they have no idea - 
and GIMP, they probably think their slave in the basement has escaped 
again! And what if my enlightened head teacher requested a few 
machines with dual boot options into Linux or Windows? Forget it I'd 
imagine, expect no support from IT Support. 

Now, before we all go and beat up the nearest IT geek, in my 
experience it is the IT bosses that are the problem (consider picture 
above). Those faceless suites hiding behind committees they control 
with smoke, mirrors and fear. The everyday IT support staff are quite 
fearful of their bosses, and have expressed similar levels of frustration 
to me on a number of occasions. 

There are numerous LEARNING cases to be made for offering free and 
open source OPTIONS in a school and college. Most have to do with 
access and equity, not to mention the basic need for a broader digital 
literacy in our community, and for people to be aware that there is a 
developing world outside Microsoft and proprietary software. If we can 
get FOSS options available right along side the proprietary software in 
our schools, then those teachers and students out there that prefer, or 
are not able to spend large amounts of money on software have an 
option for the viable alternative. Those people could walk into school, 
turn on a computer, choose between Windows or Linux, choose 
between MS Office or Open Office, etc etc. Those privileged and 
ignorant people who insist that the proprietary software is what they will 
use (and pirate) will at least be forced to recognise accessibility issues, 
and start considering open standard formats more for their work. Listen 
to OpenOffice for example: 

Users of office software are coming to realise that their real investment 
lies not in the software itself, but in the spreadsheets, databases, and 
wordprocessing documents which they have created: their own 
intellectual property. The only way to guarantee access to this investment 
long term is for the data to be stored in a vendor- neutral, open-standard 
format. 

That's right fools! Are you thinking long term? Are you absolutely sure 
that Microsoft will be a dominant software vendor in 10-20 years? 
Things change didn't you know (consider picture above again). I'm one 
who already thinks that OpenOffice is the better office suite. What if 
those reading this decide that too? I'd say your closed Microsoft formats 
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are in peril... your anxious excel sheets, poorly sequenced powerpoints, 
and try hard word layouts may not be worth much in the free and open 
world. Better open them in OpenOffice and start saving them in open 
standard formats quick smart, before you embarrass yourself in front of 
that wealthy Brazilian mining client knocking on your door. 
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Wireless on the Church steeple 

Before I gave my presentation 
down here in Launceston, I 
met and spoke with Jennifer 
Dunbabin - Framework 
Coordinator for TAS (FLAG 
Support), and manager for the 
Access to Bandwidth 
project 161 . I am thoroughly 
interested in what Jen has to 
say about this access issue in 
Australia, and she strikes me 
as someone who not only 
knows quite a bit about the 
issues, but has great ideas on 
how to provide access to 
areas in Australia to 
acceptable levels of 
bandwidth. 

We were discussing the idea 
of community wireless 
hotspots and free wireless 
projects. Jen mentioned the 
problem of capacity when 
offering wireless access on a large scale. I responded with the idea of 
community cooperatives, or small scale wireless offerings in cafes, 
businesses and public buildings etc. Jen mentioned the problem of 
maximising the reach of a wireless modem, and the popular concern for 
towers everywhere. She then made the brilliant suggestion of using 
churches! That's right! A wireless modem strapped on to the holy 
symbols adorning your preferred congregation. 

When you think about it, its a bloody great idea. Churches, especially 
earlier Christian churches are usually central and on high ground. All a 
church need do is open a broadband account on their phone line, plug 
in a wireless modem and gaffa tape it to the steeple, and wait for the 
masses to come. I'd be in church every Sunday if they were offering 
free WiFi! 



161 http://www.flexiblelearning.net.au/projects/resources/2005/AccessToBroadband.htm 
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Of course, you don't have to be a church to offer this. If you live in an 
apartment building, talk to your neighbors and agree to share one 
account of the biggest fattest bandwidth via a wireless modem. 
Suddenly your monthly communication bill is down to $5 a month! 
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Project ideas for 2006 

Sean FitzGerald recently posted to the TALO eGroup an announcement 
from the Australian Flexible Learning Framework that hints at the 
direction for funding projects in 2006 162 . 

I responded with my ideas for projects in 2006 and asked for assistance 
in getting those ideas to meet the directions of both the AFLF and a 
training organisation here in Australia who will support applications like 
these. I haven't asked the Institute I work with yet, was going to stew on 
these ideas for a while: 

1 . Toolboxes meet web 2.0 - taking a Toolbox 163 into creative 
commons, wikibooks, feedbooks, blogs, Flickr etc. 

2. Networked Learning 164 - a model for New Practices 165 

3. Pay it Forward Learning 166 - a model for New Practices 

4. Open Courseware 167 - a model New Pratices 

5. Digital network literacy 168 - improving skills in networked 
teaching and learning, Learnscope 169 

Was thinking that given Learnscope funding never seems to go very far, 
might be better to apply separately for separate literacies - one for using 
wikis, another for using RSS, and another for using tags... 

If you're interested in hearing more about these ideas, then please 
contact me: leighblackall@gmail.com 



162 http://www.flexiblelearning.net.au/newsandevents/news/december_05/2006_framew 
ork.htm 

163 http://www.flexiblelearning.net.au/toolbox/ 

164 http://www.flickr.com/photos/leighblackall/sets/1402220/ 

165 http://www.flexiblelearning.net.au/projects/newpractices2005.htm 

166 http://www.flickr.com/photos/leighblackall/sets/1634027/ 

167 http://www.flickr.com/photos/leighblackall/sets/1602012/ 

168 http://networkedlearning.wikispaces.com/digital+literacy+and+how+it+affects+teachin 
g+and+learning+practices 

169 http://www.flexiblelearning.net.au/learnscope/ 
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creative 
commons 



COMMONS DEED 
Attribution 2.5 

You are free: 

• to copy, distribute, display, and perform the work 

• to make derivative works 

• to make commercial use of the work 

Under the following conditions: 

Attribution. You must attribute the work in the manner specified by 
the author or licensor. 



• For any reuse or distribution, you must make clear to others the license terms of 
this work. 

• Any of these conditions can be waived if you get permission from the copyright 
holder, 



Your fair use and other rights are in no way affected by the above. 

This is a human-readable summary of the legal Code (the full license): 
http://creativecommons.org/licen5,esj'by/2.5/legalcDde 

Disclaimer: http://creative-common5.org/licenses/disc laimer popup? Iang=en us 



You can obtain copies of this book in colour or black and white at: 



http://www.lulu.com/leighblackall 



This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution 2.5 
License. To view a copy of this license, visit 
http://creativecommons.Org/licenses/by/2.5/ or send a letter to 
Creative Commons, 543 Howard Street, 5th Floor, San Francisco, 
California, 94105, USA. 





205 



